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THE 

PREFACE. 

TH £ various, evil, and igno- 
rant accounts that have 
gone out into the world 
of Doftor Swift, or what is 
equally injurious (tho* neither ig- 
norant nor ill-intended) the very 
roiftaken and erroneous accounts 
that have B>een published of him, 
made it neceflary, in the judg- 
ment of his friends, to have 
his character fet out in a truer, 
and a fuller, and, at the fame 
time, an equal and unflattering 
light ; which is the fincere pur- 
pofe and aim of the author of 
A % thefe 
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thefe Letters, fully confiding in 
the generality of the noble au- 
thor of the Remarks, that his 
candour will give him more de- 
light in finding his friend cleared 
from many calumnies thrown 
upon him, than the corruptions 
of others can give them in ima- 
gining . their own faults and 
follies countenanced and even 
flattered by his failures. Thefe 
Letters thole friends hope, will, for 
that realbn, be acceptable to all 
the lovers of truth and juftice; to 
whom they are humbly lubmit- 
ted, and dedicated, by their 
faithful friend, and admirer, 
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OBSERVATION 
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Lord Orrery's Remarks 
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Dr. JONATHAN SWIFT. 



LETTER I. 

My Lord, . 

IS IT down, at the earneft reqiieft of 
ibmeperfons of confequence, to whom 
I can refufe nothing, not to cenfure, or in 
any degree to difparage, your judicious, 
and (in many refpe&s) mafterly remarks 
upon the 'life and writings of J. S : but 
B to 
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to vindicate him from lbme mifrepre* 
fentations which, I am fatisfied, have been 
made to you, and to the world, of him. 

My Lord, if I atn lightly infprmed, (and 
I fhould be glad to believe I am not) you 
had your information (in the main) from 
fome perfpns 1 who called tfaenafelves his 
friends : and fhould, indeed, have been 
truly fb, from the impulfe of the loweft 
degree of gratitude. O, my Lord, the re- 
turn of nominal friepdfliip for real, is one 
of thofe cruel calamities, which embitter 
life : and too often, tinfture and torment 
the mind with fufpicion an4 diftruft. And 
yet, there is a greater evil, even than this 
under the fun : and that is, friendfliip 
made the mafk of malignity, and an un- 
bridled fpirit of fcandal. And I am well 
aflUred, that the Dean has been heard to 
fay qf one of thefe, 'This per Jon does no- 
thing but tell me lies, from Monday morn- 
ing* to Saturday night. Apd yet, one 
weuld think, fuch fpirits Ihould be con- 
tent to tell lies to him, ngt of him. But 

the 
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the truth is, the tongue of calumny is 
an unruly evil, which knows not where to 
ftop, nor whom to fpare. Surely it muft 
be of men of this character, that Solomon 
cries out, Any wounds, but the wounds of a 
friend. 

I have been told, that the purpofe of 
thefe people was, by all the evil arts of in- 
sinuation and untruth, to banifli the Dean's 
beft friends from about him, apd make a 
monopoly of him tothemfelves. And they 
in a great measure effe&ed it : for what 
ends, they beft know. 

You, my Lord, who were his real friend, 
and always honoured him in fd diftin- 
guiflied a manner, will, I am fure, rejoice 
to have his charadter cleared up, where it 
can, from every mifrcprefentation th*t 
clouds it. 

You begin, bytettingus, Letter i. p. 4. 
that Jbe wfts a mixture of avarice and gene - 
rofity; the former was frequently prevalent ; 

B 2 the 
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tbe latter feldom appeared, unlefs excited by 
cowpaffion. 

The firft part of this character, is as 
great a Angularity, as ever diftinguifhed 
Swift from other men : and yet, my Lord, 
the obfervation is juft ; and you yourfelf 
lay the beft foundation for accounting for 
it, by telling us, in the fame page, that he 
was in the decline of life when you knew 
him ; a period, in which avarice is found 
by long obfervation and experience, to pre- 
vail more or lefs, in the minds of the beft 
men. His true character, prior to this 
jperiod, was, a mixture of a regular, exadt, 
and well-judged oeconomy and frugality, 
with a very diftinguifhed generality. And 
you well know, my Lord, that the true 
nature and character of men and things 
is to be judged of, by their ftate of per- 
fection, not their decays. As true conftitu- 
tional habits of bodies, are to be judged 
of from the ftate of their health, not their 
enfuing infirmities. 

Give 
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Give me leave to add, that Swift, in 
the vigour of life, was not only an ufeful 
example of oeconomy in his own condudfc, 
but alfo a great encourager and fuccefsful 
recommender of it to dthers. I have often 
heard one of his friends declare, that he 
thought himfelf inexpreflibly obliged to 
him, for a friendly reproof and admonition 
upon this head. It was to this purpofe, 
bark-ye, Sir> (faid he) I bear that you have 
a great many poor relations* and becaufe that 
you are a fenior fellow, they all expefl to be 
fenior-fellows too. I am far from difcou- 
raging you, in any reafonable kindnefs to 
your friends : but, let me tell you, too much 
may hurt them more than too little. My ad- 
vice is this : Mend each of them in bis pre- 
fent fituation, as much as you can convenient- 
ly y but never take one of them out of iu 

But to return to your Lordfliip's cha- 
ra&er of him. 

I have neard that lie himfelf was early 
fenfible pf this encroachment of avarice 

B 3 upon 
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upon him, and ufed to give this inftancc of 
it : He had rcfolved, he faid, that, as foon' 
as he had raifed the Deanery 30/. a year, 
he would then allow himfelf a helper in 
the ftable,* and a wax-light to read by. 
He then added. It is now fome years, fince 
I raifed it to that value, but no helper, nor 
wax-light have I, to this day. 

I believe, my Lord, it will be found a 
true and fure observation, that when men 
can vaunt their vices or weaknefles of 
any kind, or turn them into a jeft, they 
never amend them. 

And yet it ismoft certain, that Swift's 
avarice never carried him into any of thefe 
evils or extremes, with which that vice is 
charged. On the contrary, I verily think, 
that by a turn of mind peculiar to himfel£ 
he drew good from that evil as will foon 
be feen. 

* He always kept threethorfes, and but one groom. 

1 

Your 



Digitized by Google 



[7] 



Your next dbfervation is, His genem* 
fity fel<Jom appeared, unlefs excited by com* 
pdftn. 

Now, my Lord, if by compaflion, you 
mean, that fenfibility of nature, which 
makes ufc fed for others, and urges us, by 
relieving their diftrefles, to relieve our 
own y by all that ever I could karn of 
Swift, he had as litdeof this fort of com- 
panion as any man living ; and therefore 
his generofity had perhaps more merit in 
it, than thai of any other man I ever knew: 
and it is certain, he has been frequently 
known to gite five or ten pounds to cha- 
rity, with more eafe, than many richer 
men, under equal engagements with him, 
could be prevailed upon to give fo many 
ihiljings : and this I think is the moft 
Aining and truly diftinguifhed part of his 
character, (as .a fecial man and chriftian) 
that he laid hhnfelf out to do more chari- 
ties, in a greater variety of ways, and with 
a better judging dtfcernment, than per- 
B 4 haps 
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haps any other man of his fortune in the 
world. 

Give me leave to mention one thing of 
this kind. I never faw Poor fo carefully 
and confeientioufly attended to in my life, 
as thofe of his cathedral : they were 
badged, and never begged out of their dif- 
tridt : and they alwayfc appeared with a vfcty 
diftinguifhed decency and cleanlinefs : and 
after |bme time, partly by colle&ing cha- 
rities, but more by contributing, he got a 
little alms-houfe built, and furniflied, for a 
few of the moft ancient and orderly wi- 
dows, in one of the clofes of his cathedral, 
where they lived with a decency and clean- 
linefs, equal to that of the beft English 
Poor* which he took care to keep up, by 
frequent vifits to them in perfon. 

But this fpirit of charity ftopped not 
here : It is well known, that he was the 
author of a fcheme, for the badging the 
poor df the whole city of Dublin (and the 
kingdom in confequence) } the wifeft, the 

bell 
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beft judged, the moft practicable, a!nd the 
moft chriftian fcheme, for relieving all 
thofe who were proper objects of charity. 
And at the fame time, banifhing vagrant 
beggary from the earth, with all its atten- 
dant abominations ! a fcheme, for deliver- 
ing his country from a peft, for which he 
much better deferved to have a ftatue 
eredied to him, than Hypocrates did, 
for relieving his, under the plague of 
Athens. 

There was no fuch thing as a vagrant, 
or unbadged beggar feen about his cathe- 
dral. Not only the fervants of his church, 
but his own poor alfo, were obliged to 
drive them away at their peril: they knew 
they could not fufFer any fuch to appear, 
but at the hazard of their employments 
and badges. This he took (as I now ob- 
served) to be the moft efFe&ual method 
of banifhing vagrant beggary, and at the 
lame time, relieving real diftrefs. And I 
am fatisfied, that he had this alfo in view, 
in walking the ftreets fo conftantly as he 

did: 
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did r this g&t him an opportunity of ex- 
amining into the condition of every poor 
perfcta he met. Which he did, with fo 
trell*pra&ifed a iagacity, as could feldom 
be impofed upon* And every man that fol- 
lows his example, will loon find, that this 
pradke will lead him into the exercife of 
more charity, than is poffible to be prac- 
tifed in carriages of any kind ; all which 
hurries you bcyond'the objeft you would 
relieve, before you can poffibly confider his 
cafe. Not to infift how much men are 
checked in purpofes of this kind, by the 
falfe fear of being fufpedted of afFedtation 
and hypocrify, in flopping a coach or a 
chair, to efFe£t fuch purpofe6. 

But to return. 

There is fuch a maftery of ftyle, hu- 
mour, wit, and good fenfe in Swift's little 
difcourfe about badging the poor, as muft 
make it at once both delightful and in- 
ftrudlive, to men of the beft abilities and 
knowledge of the world. 

The 
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The reader, of parts and tafte, will, f 
am fure, be much obliged to me for 
adoraipg thefe obfervations with one para- 
graph from it. 

c< As I am perfonally acquainted with a 
* c great number of ftreet-beggars, I find 
c< fome weak attempts have been made in 
<c one or two parifhes, to promote the 
" wearing of badges : and my firft queftion 
" to thofe who afk an alms, is, Where 
ic is their badge ? I have, in feveral years, 
"met with about a dozen, who were 
" ready to produce them. Some out of 
u their pockets, others from under their 
v " coats, and two or three on their fhoul- 
€l ders, only covered with a fort of capes, 
" which they could lift up, or let down 
. " upon occafion. They are too lazy to 
" work ; they are not afraid to ileal, nor 
" afharaed to beg j and yet are too proud 
" to be feen with a badge, as many of 
" them have confefTed to me, and not a 
" few in very injurious terms : particu- 

" Iarly 
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91 larly the females. They all look upon 
w fuch an obligation as an high indignity 
" done to their office. I appeal to all in- 
€t different people, whether fuch wretdhes 
" delerve to be relieved. As to myfelf, I 
u muft coilfefs this abfurd infolence hath 
" fb affe&ed me, that for feveral years 
fc paft, I have not dilppfed of one fingle 
" farthing to a ftreet-beggar j nor intend 
u to do fb, till I fee a better regulation : 
tc and I have endeavoured to perfuade all 
" my brother- walkers -f- to follow my 
€C example, which moft of them afTure me 
" they do. For if beggary be not able to 
* f beat out pride, it cannot ^deferve cha- 
" rity. However, as to perfons in coaches 
f< and chairs, they bear but little of the 
" perfecutions we fufFer, and are willing 
€( to leave it entirely upon us/' 

This alfo may, I think, be numbered 
among Swift's Angularities ; That he 
wa& (as I before obferved) early fcnfible 

of 

t Of which the author of thefe obfervations had 
the honour to be one. 
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of his propenfity to avarice, and there- 
fore diligently laid himfdf out, to cheat it 
by charity, in every way that he could 
devife. 

If he walked an hour or two on any 
occafiori, inftead of taking a coach, or a 
chair, he then cried out, that he had earn- 
ed a fhilling or eighteen-pence, &c. and 
had a right to do what he pleafed with it. 
And that conftantly went to the account 
of charity. And I am well fatisfied, that 
the lame principle governed him in many 
other intfances. And to enable him to 
gratify this difpofition, as occafions of- 
fered, he never went abroad without a 
pocket full of all forts of coins, from a 
three-peny piece to a crown,, which he 
colle&ed with fo 4nuch care, that he 
never was without a confiderable fund of 
all the known kinds of current coins. 

Had your Lordfhip been as well ac- 
quainted with hi? conduct in this inftance, 
as I apprehend your informers were, I am 

fatis~ 
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fatisfied you would have found much 
more to admire than to cenfure, even in 
his infirmities. As I doubt not but yoi» 
will feel a lincere fatisfa&ion in being fet 
right in thefe points, ly, 

My Lord, 



Tour mojl humble y &c. 
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LETTER II. 

My Lord, 

I BEG leave to inform you and the 
public, once for all, th%t my purpofb 
is, to convey thefe epUfoiary obfervations, 
without any preluding or concluding apo- 
logics. And therefore I proceed to con* 
fider your next remark on Swift, which 
/lands thus, p. 5. 

He was open to adulation, and could not, 
or would not, dijltnguijh between low fiat- 
tery and juft appkufe. 

Here, my Lord, I muft take the liberty 
to tell you, I totally differ from you in this 
part of Swift's character $ inlbmuch that 
I verily think, he might have faid with 
Ramsay's Cyrus, I bated flattery, but 
was not infenfible to delicate praifc. 

If 



Digitized by 



[»6] 

If you will pleafe to reflect a little, my 
Lord, you will find nothing more natural/ 
than to apprehend, that a man, who him- 
felf had ib much delicacy in prailing, rauft 
be fhocked at any attempts of that kind, 
which degenerated into grofs flattery. 
The contrary to this, werfe as unnatural, 
as that a man, who had confefledly a fine 
tafte, fhould yet not be able to diftinguifh 
between fparkling Champaigne, and flying 
Small Beer fweeten'd with Sugar Plumbs. 
Or if he could, would yet fwallow down 
the latter with equal relifh ; tho* the ill ef- 
fects were evident and immediate. A bad 
digeftion, and an unfelutary fwelling. 

It is well known, that Swift' was a 
great mafter of that kind of praife, which, 
by carrying the appearance of abufe, took 
off every thing that was furfeiting, or of- 
fenfive to the niceft palate, in that kind of 
food: for praife, my Lord, is aVood, the 
food of virtue. Swift well knew (as 
your Lordfliip well doth) that the love of 
praife is one of the nobleft inftiiidts, with 

whicfy 
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which God has .endowed the human 
heart: as being one great incitement to 
every valuable excellence ! and therefore, 
great care Should be taken in indulging 
this noble inftind, not to furfeit, or turn 
the food into poilbn. For as praife is, in 
truth, the food of virtue, flattery is as 
truly the poilbn of praife. 

I think little doubt can be made, that 
Swift himfdf moft efteemed thofe good 
qualities, with which he endowed Van- 
essa : among which are the following. 

bumble worth Jhefircroe to raife> 
Would not be fraisd> yet kv'dto praife. 

Some of the genteeleft varies that ever 
t iaw of Swift's, were written upon this 
fubje&, to a friend (who won't allow me 
to name him) on oqcafion of a compli- 
ment paid to him in his own irony. I 
heartily wifhl, could gratify myfelf, and ; 
yourI^ord/hip> in publifhing them : which 
indeed I qanpot For I am?rfTured, th$ 
C per- 
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perfon tKey were addreffed to^ burnt 
the original in a fit of mortification : and 
kept no copy. However, the friendly 
fpirit and affe&ioh with which they were 
written, will, I think, fufficiently appear 
from the two firft, and a few of the fol- 
lowing, and only lines I can remember : - 

To you whofe virtues I muji own, 
With Jbame I have too lately known ; 

Oh why did fate perverfe and blind* 
Place you in life fo far behind ? 
Or, what I jhould repine at more y 
Place me in life fo far before ? 

The truth is, Swift kept every friend, 
and I believe every man living that he 
converfed with, in fome degree of awe : 
and no man that ever I knew of, if he were 
fo difpofed, would yet dare to flatter him. 
Your Lordftiip indeed, who beheld him in 
all humours and difpoftions, and formed va- 
rious f peculations j from the feveralmaknejfes: 
to which you obferved him liable y p.^. might 
have feea him in fome weak unguarded 

mo- 
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moment, Which efcaped other eyost ar 
T might have feen the poifon adminiftered 
With more fuccefs, from die advantage of 
better guilding to the pills, or more dex- 
terity and addrefs in the conveyance. For 
my own part, my Lord, from all that I 
could obferve of Swift, he was more open 
to honeft admonition, than low adulation. 
But as no man could, or dared attempt 
any thing of this kind authoritatively, we 
may be afiured nothing of that kind could 
be admitted, without a previoufly efta- 
bltfhed opinion of the integrity and friend- 
ihip of the advifer. 

One or two inftances will, I think, be 
fufficient to fupport this aflertion. The firft 
is this, which he himfelf was often wont 
to mention : that in a poem of not two 
hundred lines (Baucis and Philemon) Mr. 
Addtjon made him blot out fourfcore, add 
fourfcore, and alter fourfcore. The next is 
this: it was cuftomary with Swift's 
friends to make him feme little annual 
prefents upon h^s birth-day: either vcrfcv 
C 2 or 
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or (according to his own definition of a 
preknt) fome things of no great value, that 
could not be bought. In compliance with 
this cuftom, Dr. Delany, very early 
after his admittance into fome degree of 
intimacy with the Dean, fent him the 
following verfcs upon that occafion. 

How long with faith, Jhall evry virtue 
fail? 

How long Jhall infidelity prevail ? 
How long infult the go/pels glorious^ light ! < 
Stare in the face of day, yet fwear 'tis night t 
(True emblem of that vain pretender *s pride. 
Whofe wifdom whitenefs to the fnow denied) 
How long Jhall mifcreants mock at f acred 
writ! 

Andy loft to reafon, vaunt the aid of wit ! 
Great genius rife y retort the ridicule : 
And feoff to jujt contempt, the jcorningfool. 
Empty thy talents right, be timely wife : 
He fiam that falls from beavn, to Beav'n 

Jhould rife! 
Will the wtfc artifi 1 his whole Jkill employ, 
%v pali/h pebbles, to fet offaioy I 

- ' When 
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When fin rich diamond waifs his mafter+ 
bands. 

When profit urges \ end his king commands I 
"The gain is mighty, and the tajk is hard: 
A crown of glory is the Jure reward ! 
Not ftich frail crowns as mortals boafl below, 
But fucb as faints jhall wear, and God be- 
Jlow ! 

So may I live, rais'd from this wretched 
earth, 

To celebrate thy glorious fecond birth! 

A queftion might, and hath been put, . 
whether this compliment would not have 
concluded better without the two lafl 
lines ? I own, I think it would have con- 
cluded well enough without them. But I 
have heard it remarked, as one of the trueft 
tefts of good writing, either in profe or 
verfe, when, to a period properly con- 
cluded, fomething is properly and perti- 
nently fuperadded, which the reader was 
not led to expect : whether this be the 
cafe, in the point before us, he will beft 
judge for himfelf. An inftancc from oflc 
C 3 of 
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jo£ Swift's birth-day odes to Stella, will 
beft explain the julKce of this obfervation. 

The thought turns upon Stella's fizc. 
and years being doubled, fihee his firft ac- 
quaintance with her; he then adds* 

O would it pleafe the Gods to fpUt* 
Thy beauty* Jize % and years* and wit* 
No age could fur nijh out a pair* 
Qf nymphs* fo graceful* wife and fair / 
With half the lufire of your eyes* 
With half your wit* your years md fize t 

Anacre6n (and J might add Horace) 
would have been contented to ftop here : 
and would have gained to himlelf fufficicnt 
applaufe, from the wit, elegance and fim-* 
plicity of this poem, carried no further : 
but how much ipuftthe Englijh reader be 
delighted abpve the Grecian* when he finds 
Swift concluding in the following man^ 
ner. 

And then, before it grew too late*^ 
How Jhould I beg of gentle fate* 

(fiat 
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( ttat either nymph might have her fwain ) 
<To fplit my worjhip too in twain.] 

But to return to die point of Swift $ 
enduring admonition. 

You will naturally afk, What was the 
confcquence of this monition, from Dr. 
Delany? It was this, my Lord. He 
fetched a deep figh, and faid, it was too 
late. And looked as if he were revolving 
thofe fine lamenting lines of Waller j 

Oh that my youth had thus emplofd my 
pen, 

Or that I now totdd write as well as then. 

But, however, he was fo far from being 
offended, that he took all occafions from 
that day, to diftinguifh Dr. Delany by 
the appellation of friend. One of thefe 
was in a poem, which I cannot recoiled, 
and don't find publifhed in his works : 
wherein when he had quoted that com- 
pliment of Virgil's to Gallus, negtf 
quis carmina GalJo, he applies it thus ; 

C 4/ Here 
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Here, by the way, by GalluS mean Ix 
Not Sheridan, but friend Delany. 

The other is in thefe lines to Stella, 
on her birth-day, 1724. 

While Sheridan is of the hooks, 
Aid friend Delany at his books. 

, Whether this account of Swift's be 
more to his honour, or the honour of that 
antiquated v\xtet,Jincerity your Lordfliip 
will beft judge, 

I cannot conclude this fubjeft, without 
giving one inftance of his conveying fine 
praife, under die cover of very rough 
words. I had it from one who was pre- 
fent at the converfation. 

When Lord Carteret was Lofd 
Lieutenant of Ireland, Swift happened 
to have a little difpute with him about 
the grievances that kingdom fufferecl 
from England, and the folly and nonfenfe 

of 
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tf their government in thatrefped: (for 
he fpared no hard words upon that 
occafion) the Lord Lieutenant reply'd 
with a maftery aad ftreAgth of reafog, 
for which he is fo diftinguifhed, and 
which Swift not well liking at that 
time, cried out, in a violent paffion, 
<c What the vengeance brought you 
€c amongft u$, get you gone, get yo* 
" gone $ pray God Almighty fend us our 
* boobies back again. 

My Lord, &c. 



L fe'T- 
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LETTER IIL 

My Lord, 

YOUR next chara&er of Swift is 
in thefe words, p. 5. His abilities 
rendered kirn Juperiar to envy. 

That he was fuperior to envy, cannot 
be denied. The only queftion is, whether 
he was fo, from the re&itude and gene- 
rofity of his mind, or from the pride of fu- 
perior talents* For my own part, I muft 
own to you, and to the world, that I cannot 
afcribc it to the latter principle. I am well 
allured that he well knew Mr. Pope to be 
much his own fuperior in epic poetry $ 
and Lord treafurer Oxford much his fu- 
perior in politicks : (a fcience however on 
which he valued himfelf not a little) he 
^knew Mr. Gay to have talents which he 
himfelf had not, both for paftoral poetry, 
and the mafterly turil (fo peculiar to him) 

of 
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of adapting airs of infinite wit and hu- 
mour, and with inexhaoftible variety, 
upon every occafion that arofe in his in* 
linkable dramatic pieces : and yet it is 
certain, that he loved thefe three men, 
with a vfery diftinguilhed fmccrity and 
warmth of affection. And it is certain, 
that two of them made him equal and 
ample returns. But I have too much 
tea/on to believe, that the third, with all 
his difHnguifhed fuperiority in the talent 
he fo highly prized, was not yet fo clear 
of that vice, of which you fo juftiy ac- 
quit Swift. 

The truth is, Swift loved merit 
wherqver he found it, and never feemed 
more delighted, than •when he could 
draw it out from obfeurity, into an advan- 
tageous light, ^nd exalt it there. 

Many inftances of this generality of 
benevolence In him, are yet remem- 
bered in the world. He introduced the 
late Bilhop of Cloyne to Lord B: 

in 
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in the hahdfomeft iftannir: He told 
hurt there was a gentleman of Hs fa- 
mily, thit was art honour to it. And' 
then added, as it were in abatement of 
his merit, That he was good for fome- 
tbing. 

Not long after, he recommended the 
fame gentleman as chaplain to my Lord 
Peterborough's univerfal embafly ; and 
was fuccefsful in his recommendation, to 
the mutual fatisfadtion of the patron and 
his domeftick: if he could properly be 
called fb, *who rarely lived in the fame 
houie with his Lord, and not often in the 
lame country. 

He made Lord Oxford, in jthe 
heighth of his glory, walk with his 
treafurer's ftafF from room to room, thro* 
his own Levy j enquiring which was Dr. 
Parnellj in order to introduce himfelf 
to him, and beg the honour of his ac- 
quaintance: which he did in the moil 
courteous and obliging manner. 

My 
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' My Lord Oxford had defired Swift 
to introduce Dr. Parnell to him $ which 
he refuied, upon this principle : That a 
man of genius was a chara&er fuperior to 
that of a Lord in high ftation : and there- 
fore obliged my Lord to introduce him- 
felf. 

Wherever he found the leaft dawning 
of a genius, he cultivated it with all ima- 
ginable care and kindntfs : and would 
ehearfully employ many hours at a time, 
in corrections and. alterations of any com- 
pofition, that carried the leaft appearance 
of genius with it*: and was happy in 
ftarting hints of new fubje&s fpited to thq 
capapities of the perfons who advifed with 
him. As he firft hinted to Mr. Gay, the 
fubje& of his Trivia, and fiirniflied him 
wkh a few introduftory verfes to it. 

My Lord, you well know, that k is the 
tmeft character of a great genius to bo 
fuperior to his own talents: and thof I will 

not 
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not ablblutcly pronounce of Swift that 
he was fo, (for he well knew how to fet 
a fbfl value upon them, on occafiop) yet I 
can by no means place his exemption 
from «nvy, to the fcore of his pride. If 
I were difpofed to refine, I fhould chute 
> rather to place it to the account of las 
foperior judgment and penetration. He" 
could not but fee, that if men of genius 
fteadily and zealoufly aflerted each others 
merits, they muft bear down the world 
before them. And it is certain, that 
Swift had a fufficient portion of ambi- 
tion, to make him heartily join in the 
combination. But then this juftice muft 
be done to that ambition, that it always 
pointed to publick and noble ends. 

But to account for this part of Swift's 
conduit and character, in a Ampler, and 
more natural manner. Poffibly he might 
have been of opinion, that the true inte- 
refts of men of genius, did not itfterfere, 
fo as to eclipfe or opprefs one another in 
the utrooft indulgence to ea<$» 

It 
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It muft be owned, that they are too 
often in a different way of thinking. Your 
Lordflrip rightly obferves (L19. p. 14.) 
that emulation generally breaks the chain 
of friend/hip between poets. They are (you 
Jay) running with the utmoft eagernefs to , 
the fame goal: no wonder if in the race 
they endeavour to trip up each others heels* 

For my own part, my Lord, I cannot 
but wonder at their folly in doing fo: 
they are indeed running to the fame goal ; 
but what is that goal ? It is, my Lord, the> 
' temple of fame, which hath room enough 
for fifty times as many competitors, as' 
ever contended in their courfe towards 
it : and it is evident, that crofling and 
joftling in the way, does but retard each, 
and often ends in the fall of both. 

I have heard it obferved by men of 
{peculation, who did not fcruple to make 
an open declaration of their opinion upon 
the point i That the true intercftof na- 
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nations never did interfere. And their 
contentions and expeditions in purfuit of 
the Jam* pwte, procee4ed from igw*. 
rapce, and (Jiprt-fighJjed vwws. And I 
am Mgot that this might at leaft, be 
a* truly ohferved of the genius's of men, . 
38 of the Uitrrefts of nations. An4 X 
•kinjc, this may be Uluftrated, by a re- 
marisahte iftftance, 

ApoisOn and Swjjft more nearly 
eefemblcd one another in their talents, 
than any two men of their time. Each 
of them was remarkably diftinguifhed, 
fcr two excellencies : a great fund of 
true humour, and a fine Englijb fiyle* 
And y«t, they always lived in a perfect, 
iacmony and remarkable affe&ion and 
effeeoi for eaeh other, even in Ipite of 
the fpirit of party, which divided them. 
Jnfomuch that I have heard Swift fay, 
. that often as they fpent their evenings to- 
gether, they ndther of them ever wHhed 
for a third perfon, to fupport or etdivea 
their converfation. 

I have 
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I have alfo, heard him (ay* that one 
evening, the conversion happened to 
turn upon the moft diftinguifhed cha- 
raders in the hiftory of the old teftamcnt: 
in which, Swift preferred and fuppor- 
ted, that of Joseph s and Addison, that 
of Jonothan: and after they had urged 
their reafons on both fides, with a good 
deal of zeal, for a confiderable time; Mr. 
Addison fmiled, and (aid, he was glad 
no third perfon was witnefs to their dif- 
pute : recollefting at once, that he was 
sJTerdng the hero of Swift's name, 
and Swift the hero of his : which might 
be interpreted by a third perfon, as an 
intended compliment, of each, to the 
other. Whereas, in truth, nothing was 
more undefighed, or remote from their 
thoughts. 

Here it is evident, that their mutual 
Sfie&ion made their mutual felicity : 
whereas, envy, would have had the dK, 
redtcontr^^Wi. 

~D An 
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An envious man is the worft, and 
fiUieft kind of robber ! for he only labours, 
to Cake away that from others, which he 
.cannot -acquire to hirafdf . And therefore, 
he feems to aft from that principle of 
barbarian fhipidity, which Butler takes 
notice of. 

So a wild tartar, when be fpies, 
£ man that's handfom, valiant, wife-, 
Thinks , if be kills him, to inherit, 
JJis »it> Us beauty % ml his fpirit. 

tjet me add another Jittle memoir of 
Swift: which I relate with pleafure, 
not more for his honour, than that of 
his patron. 

*♦ 

Upon ^he change of the miniftry, a 
report prevailed, that Mr. Concrete,' 7 
was to be turned out of his employment : 
upon vtfhich, Swift immediately applied 
hknfelf to my Lord Treafurer : told him 
the report and added, that a hair of 
Mr. Congreve's head muft not ite 

touched. 
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tottdbted. To vrhich my Lord implied: 
My good DoSofy could you think me capable 
vf huriing a man of genius? Nif> n&, 

Nan torn avetfis, cqtus> tfyria fol jungit 
ab urie> * 

As noble an anfwer, and as fine an ap- 
plication of a virgillian verfe, as ever was 
made. 

My Lord, if I remember rightly, Plu- 
tarch fomewhere obferves, that nothing 
more effectual, let? us into the true 
chara#ers of men, than fbme little inci- 
dental, and occafional paflages in their 
lives. This, my Lord, is my agology for 
thefe little relations. And if this be 
deemed inefficient, let my time of life 
fupply whatever is wanting to it. You 
well know, that an old acquaintance of 
Swift's, cannot be a young man. 

You, my Lord, juflly make it a praife- 
.worthy part of Swift's character, that, 

.He was undifguifed and perfectly t fincen. 

D % And, 
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And) I hope, it will be at lcaft a pardona- 
ble, if not a praife-worthy part of my 
charafter; that I have been very plainly 
ib, in this performance : I could not elfe 
be juftly entitled to the honour of being, 
as I truly am, 



Tour Lordship's 



moft faithful j 



and moft obedient humble feroant. 



LET- 
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LETTER IV. 

Mr Lord, 




OUR next remark on Swift is in 
the lame, p. 5. 



/ am induced to think that be entered 
into orders more from private and fixt refo- 
lution than from abfolute choice: be that as 
it may, he performed the duties tf the 
church, with great pun&uality, , and a 
decent degree of devotion. He read prayers 
rather in a firong nervous voice > than in a 
graceful manner: and although be has been 
often accufed of irreligion, nothing of that 
ftnd appeared in bis converfatim, or beha- 
viour. 

I cannot take upon me to fay, what 
his inducements were to the taking of 
holy orders : yet I cannot but own, that 
your Lordihip appears very judicious i? 
your conjecture, that be entered into 
D 3 orders 



Digitized by 



I 3« ] 

etdcrs, more from private and fixt tefc^ 
lution, than from abfolute choice. And 
the cop]q£hire feems well grounded, 
from y6Ur jufr remark in the fame page, 
That his caft of mind induced hia> to 
Ipeak and think more of politicks, than 
#ligicin:* • * 

But, pray, my Lord, s how fhall we 
fecoxldle aft this, to his chufxng father 
to tike holy orders, thart accept the eom- 
miJfton of a captain of horfe, offered' to 
him hy K. William. It is evident, this 
vefaffl wis not the effedfc of cowardice: 
in as mucfr'.as he hath manifefted a very 
uncommon degree of fortitude, through- 
out die whole courfe of his Mffc. 

Th* q*c& natural v&y of acww«&g 
for this conduct, feems to me to b$ this. 
That he found in himfelf uncommon 
- talents &f Writing and fpeaking hr pub- 
lick ! neither of which' couid be of any 
ufe tb him in the 'army. And there 
for$ it; was natural that he /hould chu& 
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that profeffion, to which he could do 
moflf honour, by thofe talents, and by 
which he might acquire mod honour to 
himfelf. 

It muft, however, be owned, that 
this refolution was very fixt and fleady 
in him, and in all appearance upon its 
true foundation, which fuch an offer,, in 
the prime of youth and vanity, could 
not (hake, 

Another* refolution feems at the fame- 
time to have been as fixt in him : That 
he would not take orders till he could 
0 come into the church, to fome advantage. 
And it is certain, that he ought not to 
have, wiftied to come into it till he could 
be properly employed in it, as the 
canons require. 

From all this, I think, it, clearly ap- 
pears, that religious purpofes were now 
predominant in him ; and, I verily think* 
continued t& be- fb. 

D 4 That 
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That they were fb, when he was pro- 
moted to Laracor, is clear $ for what elfe 
dould prevail upon hiiji to propofe the 
taking the additional trouble of reading 
{Mayers to his people, in that, place, on 
Wednefdays and Fridays $ out of the or- 
dinary courfe of duty in country pariflies. 

And it is moft certain, that thefe prin- 
ciples of piety, and right refolutions, were 
no way leflened in him, upon his being 
called to the curacy of St. Nicholas 
without, * Dublin. 

I have a very Angular fatisfa&ion, in 
being able to inform the world, much 
more truly, than it hitherto hath been, 
of die true ftate of Swift's mind in 
the character of a clergyman, at that time. 
My account I have from a man of cha- 
racter, to whom Swift opened himfelf 
on that head, 

* N, B* There are two Churches of this name 
in Dublin. One is called St. Nicholas within* 
that is, within die walls of the city. And the other ,. 
is called St. Nicholas withwt, 

His 
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His account is this, that Swift fre- 
quently took occafion to declare that there 
was a time when his mind was wholly 
bent upon excelling in his profeflion. He 
hoped, he feid, that by diligence, and 
conftant application, and practice, he 
might arrive to fuch a degree of reputa- 
tion in it, as that a queftion might now- 
and-then be aflced the fexton on afunday- 
morning. Pray> does the DoStor preach to 
day f He then added, with a figh, that 
unhappily this purpofe was loon over- 
thrown. He was appointed to follicit the 
Englijh miniftry, upon the affair of firft 
fruits, and twentieth's ; which Q^Anne's 
hounty afterwards beftowed on the 
church. And in th$ courfe of that follici- 
tation, fell into fome degree of confidence 
with my Lord Oxford : who told 
him, that their (the then miniftry's) in* 
tentions were truly national, and honeft, 
but their ftate uncertain. That if he 
would flay, and take his chance with - 
tberoj he /hpuld fare as they did. He 

added, 
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added* that from that day to this, his head 
had been taken up with cuffed politicks; 
to the utter negledt of his profeffion, as a 
clergyman* Or, if he did fometimes at- 
tempt to exert himfelf in the pulpit, he 
could never rife higher than preaching 
pamphlets. This naturally accounts for 
that caft of mind, which turned his 
thoughts more to political, than religi- 
ous fubje&s : and gives a juft ground for 
your remarks. 

Your Lordfhip rightly obferves, that he 
performed the duties of the church with 
great punctuality, and a decent degree of 
devotion : but that he read Prayers rather 
in a ftrong nervous voice, than in a 
graceful manner. And let me add, in a 
voice, {harp, and high-toned, rather than 
harmonious. But this was not from a de- 
fed: of devotion, but of nature. Hfe had 
an ear for harmony of numbers, but not 
for harmony of founds. This fufficed to 
give fmoothnefs to his poetry, tho* not 
lweetaefs to his pronunciation. And this 

I 
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I am af&red, was the cafe of Mr. Drv* 
den, the great father of Englijh harmo- 
nic poetry : and of feveral others. 

As to hie religion, I think verily, that 
I myfeif have obferved many ftrong indi- 
cations and proofs of his fincerity in it, 
(befidcs thofe now mentioned). His faying 
grace, both Before, and after meat, was 
very remarkable. It was always in the 
feweft words that could be uttered on die 
occafion, but with an emphafis and fervor 
trhieh every one around him faw, and 
felt; and wkh his hands dafped into one 
another, and lifted up to his breaft, but 
never higher. The religious and chriftian 
form of his kft will, and die many 
|>rayers compofed, and conftantly offered 
up by him, in Mrs. Jphnstoji's ficknefs, 
are ftrong proofs to the feme jmrpofe. 

There was no vice ip the world he lb 
muck abhorred aa hypocrify : and of con- 
fcquence, nothing he dreaded fo much, as 
to be {Mpc&cb of k. This naturally led 

to 
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to make him verge fometimes too much 
to the other extreme: and made him 
often conceal his piety, with more care 
than others take to conceal their vices. 
And I have been allured by Dr. Delany, 
who lived for a confiderable time in his 
houfe ; that he refided with him for more 
than fix months, before he knew, or fo 
much as fufpedted that ever he read 
prayers to his family. Which nevertheleft 
he conftantly did, at a fixt hour every 
night, in his own bed-chamber. To 
which the fervants regularly and filently 
reforted, at the time appointed : without 
any notice from a bell, pr audible call of 
any kind* except the ftriking of the 
clock. And I am well allured, that when 
he lived in Lond<m> his conftant way was, 
to go to early prayers, and facrament* 
which he thought made him lefs diftin- 
guifhed in his devotions. He did indeed 
bften let his light fo fhine before men that 
they might fee his good works (becaufe be 
cogld not always hide them) but I am 
fatisfied they were feen much feldomer 

than 
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than performed, Becaufe he concealed 
every chara&er and pra&ice of piety as 
much as poffible, from fight. 

I own, I cannot applaud, or even ap- 
prove of this condudl: a man, peculi- 
arly devoted to the fervice of God, (hould 
carefully guard againft the leaft fufpicion, 
or appearance of irreligion. Always bear- 
ing in mind, that fine obfervation in the 
Wi/dom of Solomon * they that keep bolinefs 
bolily^ Jhall be judged holy. I am much 
afraid that the example of a conduit, and 
character, fo little guarded as Swift's 
was?, in this refpetf, has done hurt in the 
world. God knows, I fpeak this, with 
diftrefs of heart, and only from the 
Chriftian motive, not of cenfuring him, 
hut of guarding others. 

How happy had it been, both for 
himfelf and the world, had he carefully 
governed his life, by that apoftolick, and 
truly divine precept, abfiain from all ap- 
pearance of evil. And more conftantly 
* Chap. vi« vcr. io« 

and 
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And confdcntioufly attended to thofe fan 
monitions of Solomon, in which he in-* 
forms us, that altho' a good name be better* 
than prechus ointment (diffufeth a more 
delightful, and falutary odour all around 
k) yet a little folly can taint that, and 
make it oflfenfive to the world, (even m 
men of reputation for wifdotn and honour) 
at a few dead fies can this. I am, 

My Lord, &c. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

My Lord, 
After a good deal of meditation upon 
Swift's character, as a man of true 
religion, I think I have found out 
one proof of it, 4b dear, and inconr 
teftable, as may well . fuperfede the 
neceffity of any other. 

His cathedral of St. Patrick's, k the 
only church m that city, wheteim 
the primitive practice of receiving the 
Sacrament every Lord's day, was re- 
newed, 
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newed, and is ftill continued. And 
to the beft of my remembrance, and 
belief, renewed in his time. At 
leaft, as he was Ordinary there; it 
could not be continued without his 
confent. And it is moft certain, that 
be conftandy attended that Holy 
Office: confecrated and adminiftred 
the Sacrament, in perfon. Nor do 
I believe he ever once failed to do 
lb when it was in his power. I 
mean when he was not either fide, 
orabfent, at too great a diftance. 



LET- 
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LETTER V. 

YOUR accpunt of Swift's birth, 
parentage, and education, is fo 
juft, that, I believe, nothing is to be ad- 
ded to it. As alfo your account of the un- 
creditable manner of his taking his Ba- 
chelor of Arts degree, in the college of 
Dublin: which he hath been often heard 
to fay, was owing to his being a dunce. 
And he explained himfelf in the follow- 
ing manner: That he looked upon the 
ftudy of Greek and Latin to be down- 
right pedantry, and beneath a gentleman. 
That poetry and plays and novels, were 
the only polite accomplifliments. 

This difgrace pf his degree had, how- 
ever, an happy effect upon him: and 
made him immediately turn his thoughts 
to ufefuTlearning. And his going to Ox- 
ford 
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ford was not in refentment to the college 
of Dublin, but rather from a principle 
of pride to fhew how he could fucceed 
elfewhere. The common opinion there, is, 
that tho* the degree of Bachelor of Arts 
requires a good deal of ftudy and learning, 
yet the degree of Mafter in the college 
of Dublin, requires very little of either* 
Whereas, on the contrary, the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts is eafy in Oxford, but the 
degree of Mafter much more difficult, 
and, of confequence, much more honou- 
rable : and therefore he waited in Dublin 
till he was of ftanding to take his Matter's 
degree : and then he repaired to Oxford* 
and took it there. Which he feems to 
have done, with a good deal of applaufe : 
as appears from that fragment of a letter 
to his uncle, Mr, Swift, which your 
Lordftup hath quoted. His words are 
thefe : 

I am Jlill to thank you for your care of 
my nfiimonial, and it was to very good pur~ 
pofe: for I nev^r was more fatisfied than ' 
E in 
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in the behaviour of the University of Ox- 
ford to me. I bad all the civility I could 
wijh for, and many favours, that I am 
ajhamed to havt been, more obliged, in a 
few weeks* to grangers, than ever I was 
in [even years ta Dublin, collige. 

He^had often been heard to fay, that 
from the time of his taking this degree, 
he ftudied at leaft eight hours a day, one 
with another, for feven years. In which 
time, he kid a large and folid foundation 
of clafSck, and other learning. And it 
was remarkable, that the time of his own 
hard labour in the attainment of learning, 
was the teft by which he eftimated the 
attainments of others in that point: info- 
much, that if any one was cried up to him 
as a great fcholar* his firft queftion was, 
How old is he ? and the next, How many 
years he had paft in a clofc application 
to his ftudies ? And if the fpace fell fhort 
of his period, he tnfwered with con- 
tempt: He a fcholar? 'tis in^poffible? No 
maa can be a fcholar that, has. J^ot paft 

many 
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many yca» in hard ftudy, and an appli- 
cation to good book?. 

You* Lordfhip rightly obferves, that 
neither his learning nor his genius were 
yet arrived to any degree of ripenefs, at 
the time of his writing the Letter above 
mentioned. 

The truth is, early fruits are a Uvely 
emblem of early parts; and we know art 
homety proverb obferves of fuch fruits, 
That they decay* as they ripen, quick. 
Whereas, dower parts are a kind of win- 
ter fiuks, long ripening, but excellent 
and falutary in their maturity. This obfer- 
vation was familiar to Swift: and no 
queftion was more common in his mouth 
than this, What becomes of all the jkie boys 
me hears of in the world? Can any one 
Jbew me one of them grewn up into a Jim 
man. You, my Lord, who are a diftin- 
guifhed good planter, can illufhate this 
analogy much better than I cart pretend 
to do : can fliew the advantage derived 
E z to 



Digitized by 



[5* J 

to fuch plants, as muft ftand the ftorms, 
and are fitted for the rougher ufes of life, 
from their being continued in the nurfery, 
till their ftems are ftraightened, and 
flrengthened : (Si facis ut patriajis idoneus , 
utilis agro) but not too long, leafl: weak- 
nefs attend their Jieighth ; as ignorance 
attends pride. And as for fuch whofe' 
merits are derived from their fruit, they, 
my Lord, you well know, require early 
pruning. Not indulged in early and 
luxuriant (hoots : but nipped, rather, both 
in them and their too forward fruits, till 
their roots are well fixed, and their 
branches rightly dire<3ed, and fufficiently 
enlarged. But above all, that they muft 
be carefully guarded, again'ft the approach 
of all other trees, of lefs exceHent kinds: 
fince otherwife, the beft Nonpareil will 
be found eafily debafed, and degenerated 
into the meaneft Pippin, or foureft, and 
moft fhriveled Crab. 

But to return, and attend your Lord- 
fhip in the further account of Swift's 
hiftory. Your account of his marriage, 

i*> 
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is, I am fatisfied, true. And your cha- 
racter of the Lady, who honoured him 
with her hand, (fo well known under the 
name of Stella) is, I really think, juft : 
and for that reafon, elegant, and mafterly. 
Which makes the paradox of his never 
owning her for his wife, ftill more extra- . 
ordinajy. A woman, who would have 
done honour to the choice of the greateft 
prince upon earth. Nay, a woman, who, 
I have good reafon , to believe, he was 
well fatisfied, did honour to his own 
choicej and excelled, even in his owu 
way. 

Manyinftances of this might be pro- 
duced : and perhaps may, in time. But 
I (hall now trouble your Lordfliip only 
with one. 

The writing an elegy upon Demar, 
was a fiibjeft ftarted, and partly executed 
in company. Swift, and Stella, and 
a few friends prefent. Everyone threw 
in their hint, and Stella added hers as 
, follows, 

E j - But 
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But as be weigh' d bis gold, grim death in 

Cafi in his dart, which made three moidores 
light. 

And when he faw his darling money fail, 
Blew his lajl breath, to fink the lighter ft ale. 

But the fecret of - this condud of 
Swift's toward Stella, is not however, 
I think (with great fubmiflion) what your 
Lordfhip apprehends it : tho* fet off with 
much wit, a fine imagination, and fignal 
fagacity in conjefture. 

We are told (and I am fetisfied by 
Swift himfelf) at the bottom of a Letter 
to Dr. Sheridan, dated Sept. 2 — 1727,. 
that Mrs. Johnston, and Mrs. -Ding- 
ley, were both relations to Sir Wil- 
liam Temple j at whofe houfe Swift 
became acquainted with them,* afteruhe 
left the Univerfity of Dublin. Mrs, Jhon- 
STon then was not the daughter of Sir 
William's menial fervantj at leaft if 
Ihe was, that fervant was his relation. 

But 
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But pr&y, my Lord, ^hy might not 
tiiis condud of Swift's, be accounted 
fot Upon other principles ? 

Hb Was in debt, and Mrs, Johnston's 
fdrtune finall : he could not, in* thoffe 
cih:umftahces, live up to the dignity of 
his ftation. Nor would hfs honour al- 
lo\# him to run the lpaft rifque of hurting 
her fortune ; and therefore, he chofe 
rather to tie by, ahd fare, till he had 
wherewithal to enable him to appear as 
he ought Arid this, alio, I take to be 
the true caufe of his ahftaining (as un- 
doubtedly he did) from all marital corn- 
pierce with that Lady for a confiderable 
time } to prevent the incrcafe of A family * 
under fuch circumftanccs. Ahd before 
their joint views and intcrefts could be 
fully ahfwered and adjufted, various acci- 
dents intervened s which rather confirmed 
than ftaggeted them* in their refolutions 
of living feperate. 

* E 4 \ Tht 
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The Dean's difappointments (as your 
Lordfliip jufty obferves) death of friends, 
and total overthrow of all his ambitious 
profpedts, inftead of calming his paffions, 
unhappily fermented, and foured them; 
by a ftrange fingularity of temper, the 
withdrawing of the fewel enflamed the 
fire. Thip gave Stella inexpreflible 
uneafinefs : and I well knew a friend to 
whom (he opened herfelf upon that head; 
declaring, that the Dean's temper was fo 
altered, and his attention to money fo in- 
creafed; (probably increafed by his follici- 
tude to lave for her fake) her own health 
at the lame time gradually impaired $ that 
Ihe could not take upon herfelf the care 
pf his houfe and oeconomy : and there-, 
fore refufed to be publicly owned for his 
wife, 'as he earneftly defired fhe fhould. 
It was then (he faid, too late-, and there-* 
fore better that they ftiould live on, as 
they had hitherto done. 
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Her refolutions upon this head were 
(not very long after) fully confirmed; 
and, I fear, embittered; by die publication 
of the Poem of Cadenus, and Vanessa: 
by which the Dean's intercourfe with 
that Lady, was too amply publifhed to 
the world. 

I have good reafon to believe, that 
they both were greatly (hocked, and 
diftreffed (tho* it may be differently) up- 
on this occalion. The Dean made a 
tour to the fbuth of Ireland^ for about 
two months at this time, to diflipate his 
thoughts, and give place to obloquy. 
And Stella retired (upon the earned 
invitation of the owner) to the houfe of 
a chearful , generous , good - natured 
friend of the Dean's, whom flie alfo 
.much loved and honoured. There my 
informer often faw her ; and, I have 
reafon to believe, ufed his utmofl endea- 
vours to relieve, fupport, and amufe her, 
in this fad lituation, 

One. 
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One litde incideht, he told me of, on 
that occafion, I think, I (hall never fbt- 
gtt. As her friend was an hofpitabte, 
open-hearted man, well beloved, and 
largely acquainted, it happened one day, 
that fome gentlemen dropt in, to dinner, 
who were ftrangers to Stella^ fituatibfi. 
And as the poem of Cadenus and Van- 
essa was then the general topic of con- 
verfation, one of them faid, furely that 
Vanessa muftbe an extraordinary woman 
that could infpke the Dean to write fo 
finely upon her. Mrs. Johnston foiiled, 
and anfwered, that (he thought that point 
not quite fo clear ; for it, was well known, 
the Dean could write finely upon a 
broomftick. * 

My Lord, I mtift end here : and per- 1 
haps I owe dn apology for not ending 
foonef . The truth is, I knew not how 
to quit the fubjeft of Stella ; and there- 
fore Continued if, until I found myfelf 

- fick 
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fick of her chagrin, and fickncfs ; which 
followed loon, and ienfibly increafcd after 
this event; to die great grief t of all that 
were honoured with her acquaintance. 
Among whom, I fhall always be proud 
to number 
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tooft oiedknt 
bumble Jervant, &c. 
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L E TTER VI. 

My Lo rd. 

AS I engaged in this undertakings 
from the motive of a fincere regard 
to Swift's honour and true character, 
and a defire of doing fome fervice to 
mankind, by fetting it in a true light; 
the fame principles, will, I hope, bear 
me out, in paffing fome cenfure upon 
his very miftaken condudt, in relation 
to Stella, 

Had he taken her to the Deanery im- 
mediately after his marriage; and lived 
with her,' profeffedly in the chara&er 
of a huftand ; I verily think, , he might 
have attained all thofe ends, which he 
propofed to himfelf, from his unfeafona- 
ble and ill-judged prudence, in concealing 
his marriage fo long. He was of a cha- 
racter 
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ra&er, which well enabled him to live in 
the world, after what manna: he thought 
beft: and I am fatisfied, he might have 
kept houfe at the Deanery, under the 
dire&ion of his well judged and long- 
pra&ifed frugality apd oeconomy with 
very near, if not altogether as little ex- 
pence, as they were both at in their 
feparate dwellings : he at the Deanery, and 
{he at Lodgings : conftant chair-hire 
from one* to t'other: both their fervants 
at board-wages, and their number greater, 
than if they had lived together: and at 
the iame time, have effeftually guarded 
againft infinite obloquy to themlclves, 
and offence to the world! And yet, 
blameable as his behaviour was, in regard 
to Stella, I cannot help thinking his 
intentions were upright. And concurring 
with your Lordfhip, in thofe juft and 
judicious diftin&ions, (p. 40) He may have 
been carried away by inconjiderate pajfton-, 
but be was not to be fwayed by deliberate 
evil. He may have erred in judgment, but 
be was upright in intention. 

My 
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My Lo«*i you* wbo have fee^ ft? 
much* and obferved fb wejl ijipon the ways 
of the world, cannot but know, th&t no- 
thing i$ more dangerous than a too great 
love and affection of Angularity: fueh 
' Angularities efpecially, as carry u* out of 
the known ways, and eftablifhed court? 
of God's providence, into the by-paths of 
our own prudence, and fuperior fag^i- 
city, O, my Lord, how honoured and 
unreproadbed would Swift have lived, 
and died, had Stella prefided all he* 
life long at his table : delighted hi* 
friends, and done honour to his choice, 
every day of her life! and by her fefia** 
vity, (for (he had a. great fund of natural 
chearfidnefe) her wit* her elegance* her 
humour, her addrefs ; fet off his flighted 
entertainments, and brightned them into 
banquets! let me repeat it again: How 
much happier had he lived! how Quich 
more honoured had he died f 4 

i 
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I am affijred, that a friend of his 
had t[ic courage, more than once, to fct 
before \nm the example of a clergyman, 
of very 4iftingvu(hcd merit, in the fame 
kingdom : who married pretty much un- 
der the fame circumftances that Swift 
did. But inftead of concealing his mar- 
riage, and by that means, drawing any 
degree of doubt, or fuipicion upon his 
^ondud or char*£ter, openly owned ifj 
and declared to the world* that he 
would retire into v$ry thrifty lodgings* 
4nd live fq x till he had made a proper 
provifion for his wife. But if it picafet 
God, that he fhoujd live to efiedfc that 
purpofe, he wqulfl then keep hofpitality 
and do charity. He kept his refblutiQn, 
and his word : and hath fince been morp 
diftinguiihed in botlj the laudable pur- 
ppfes he promifed to purfup, at the, time 
appointed; than any one man of hi$ for- 
tune in the natkpu 

He 
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He early fet on foot a foundation for the 
maintenance of five clergymen's widows, 
in the diocefe where he is beneficed: faw 
a good eftate purchafed, and fettled to 
that purpofe in a few years. Saw five 
good houfes built, and endowed with an 
annual fund of twenty pounds each, be- 
fides repairs : and for fome years paft, 
happily inhabited. In the mean time, he 
kept hofpitality: enlarged his library, built 
tabernacles (as he called them, for the fons 
of the prophets,) entertained all the young 
clergy in the country and by his learned 
conversion, and conftant good humour; 
and, above all, by his moft, exemplary 
piety, and moft conftant and confeientious 
difcharge of $11 the duties of his cure, dif- 
fufed the influence of his example very ex- 
tenfively, all around him. Profelyted great 
numbers to the public worfhip of God : 
crouded his church with communicants : 
and then enlarged, it (principally at his 
own expence) to receive more. And ftill 
lives, and may he long live, to enjoy all the 

con- 
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vOEfcAatidns of a good Confcieftce in tht* 
world, and the glad pro|pc&s of incccafcd 
happinefs in another. 

His ©vm wHh, (or* to fpeak mora 
properly, prayer) in one latin diftich* jrf 
his own compofing, fixt over the d*or, o£ 
lib ftuamer houfe, mil beft txphua and 
fuia op his <:hara£ter. 

57/ prijea jides, mens aqua, tt canjeia 
re6lu , 

♦5*7 m/£r /V ^ wtf moms 9 nec inbojpita 
menfa* 

Let me add, that he enjoys the fol/d 
confolation of having done diftinguifhed 
good in his life, as I liope Swipt does 
now, the publick good which he dfc* 
figned* And is now brought to a happy 
proipe& of attaining all the ends inten- 
ded by him* 

Your Lordfhip, and the wotld will, I 
hope, excufe this digreffion, for the fake 
of fo Angular and fo excellent m ex- 
p ample; 
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ampler" and now indulge me again, in re- 
tfcirniflg to Stella. 

I am told, fome attempt hath been made, 
towards making a collection of her born 
Mots : but as I Jiave* not the book by 
me, nor any great opinion of the collec- 
tor/ I (hall only beg leave to affure your 
Lordfhip, that I have often heard a man 
of credit, and a competent judge, declare, 
that he never pafled one day in Stella's 
fociety, wherein, he did not hear her fay 
lbmething, which he would wifh to re- 
member, ta the laft day of his life. 

. One little incident relating to her, will 
not, I hope, be unacceptable to your 
Lorclfhip, and to the world. 

.An humorous, but wrong-judging 
gentleman -of her acquaintance, took it 
into his head to fet up the chdra&er of 
another lady in rivalfhip to hers: and 
raifed fome aukward mirth to himfelf, from 
. Stella's fitting filent, at a vifit, where 

that 



y Google 



Digitized by V 

t 



1 67 ] 

that ladydifplayed her talents. On which 
occafion, the following verfes were fent to 
him the next morning ; probably from 
fome friend of Stella's: for more than 
one of her friends were then prefent. 

The Linnet and the Jay. 
I. 

1 

Mona, tynature, foririd a Jay, 
* Obferv'd a Utile Linnet, 
Warbling melodious oh a fpray, * 
Like Hanml ort his fyinnet* 

; : IL . . . 

'Attentive, Jhe revoh'd each note % 

And e*er the. feafon ended, 
'As much improv l d her tunetefs throat, 

As nature could be mended. * \ 

; III. ^ 

Tin Jilent heard, but Poll rejoiced, 

Exerts his clumfy tongue $ 
To praife a Jay fo heart nly voic'd, 1 

And pitty Lin out-fung. 

F2- IV* Lin 
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Lin /mil 9 J, andfiglfd, My {tittle lays, 

jtre native, artlefs, few 
Content, I quit all higher praife, 

To Mow A, and toYpjf^ 

Your Lord/hip may pleafe to remem- 
ber, that, iij ray laft Letter, I mentioned 
a repartee of Stella's, on occafion of her 
hearing Vanessa commended: which 
too plainly fliewed that Ihe was ftung 
with jealoufy on her account. I remem- 
ber about that time, I had a little poem 
(hewed to,me 3 with this aiTurancej that 
the author muft not be known, and 
would nei^er ovm it. I thpught it "mpft 
Angular, and indeed raoft excellent, in it's 
kind. And therefore could not let it out 
of my hand, till I had got it by heart, 
Although, I never gave nor r publjtfhed T a 
copy of it, from that clay, tp thi^. Whe- 
ther Stall a was t^e aud^or, or fon^ 

body 
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body elfe wrote it in her charadcr, from 
the condition flie was then known to be 
in, I fliall not take npon me to fay. it 
is as follows. 

JEALOUSY. 

0 Jhield me from bis rage, cilejlial pow f rs, 

This tyrant, that imbitters all my hours I 

Jib, Love, you've poorly plafd the hero's part, 

You conquer% hut you ibrit defend my 
heart. 

When firjt I bent beneath your gentle reign, 

1 thought this mother banifb'd from your 

train: 

But you would raife him, to fupport your 
throne, 

And now, he claims your empire, as bis 
own. 

Or tell me, tyrantf, have you both agreed, 

That where one reigns, the other fhall fuc- 
ceed? 

F 3 Ifhall 
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I (hall add. no more to the trouble 
this Letter, but a iincere affurance that I 
am, with all due refped, 



Tour X 4 or d swi p's 



pto/l faithful and 



mojl obedient 



bumble fervant. 



LET- 
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LETTER VII. : ~ 

My Lord,.. 

ALTHOUGH I cannot take upon 
me, to attend your Lordfliip, in 
the exa& courfeof your rtgular litterary 
narrations and remarks in relation to 
SwIft's life and writings; yet I fhall 
always beg leave to animadvert, where 
I apprehend you have been mifled by 
mifreprefentation. And one inftance of 
this fort is, I think, in your account of 
Swift's invincible refentment to his 
lifter, incited and inflamed by his pride, 
on account of her having married a 
tradefman,. 

My information, my Lord, was of 
another kind: and I always underftood 
that his refentment arofe from her having 
married a man, againft whom, he had 
: F 4 conceived 



Digitized by 



(7*1 

conceived ft particular and perfonaTdi£ 
like. His iefentt»s*rt had otherwife beea 
Very fooliflJy founded. For furely he 
could not be fo ignoraat, as not ta 
know, that many families of much* 
higher rank than his, have not thought 
themfelfcs difgraotd -by their alliance 
with trade$aen. 

Whether his mother removed his re* 
fentment/ " jn *he journey fjie t^ok from 
fjmdon, on that oqc^fion, I cfuiBQt take 
upon n\e to fay. But this I know to 
be an undoubted truth: that be allowed 
that filler a penfiqn : and paid it pundtu- 
flly, £r<#n the day of her hsfband's 
dejtbi, t^ her own. Which is $ clor 
^cmonflr^tioo, th*t his refentment, (how* 
?ycr foufi&d) w?s peijth$r imiportaj, nor 
invincible. 

His frequent journeys to England to 
vifit his mother (to whom alfo he allowed 
a confidembte pennon, as long as (he 
lived) #c a fore judication, qf his filial 
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.piety* And the more than ordinary rap- 
ture that exalts his panegyrick upon Mn 
^Pope's piety to his mother, feems to 
Dae, to have been infpired, or at leaft 
veiy confiderably raifed, by his own. * 

Your aecount of his chufing to Jie 
in his travels, at houfes where he found 
„ written over the door, lodgings for a 
f>enny t is, I believe, very juft : *nd I have 
only to add, that I have ofteh heard him 
Ay, that he took particular care to kefep 
plear of bemg lodged in the iafne bfed 
with *he downs he converted wkh. And 
that he often bribed the maid with a 
tetter, for a iingle bed and dean fhoete* 
But I muft beg leave totally to differ from 
you, in what you add, that tbi vulgar 
£ak&> you verify beMeve, w acceptable to 
bis nature. You know mi (ym tell us) 

* This, my Lord, feems very ill confiftent with the 
juftice of your doubt p. 15. Whether Swift himfelf 
did not acquiefce in the calumny of His being the 
natural fon of Sir William Tbmple. It were 
ftrangeto imagine him wholly infenfible to the truth 
and power of that well-known obfervation, A mother, 
ik djjhonour is a reproach unic the children. 
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how otberwife to account for f the many 
filthy ideas j and indecent exprejjions, (I 
mean indecent in point of cleanlinefs and 
delicacy) that will be found throughout his 
works. 

My Lord, I fliall no more take upon me 
to account with certainty, for this debafe- 
ment of ftile and language in Swift, 
than you can : but this I muft own, that 
nothing is more natural than to take a 
taint or a wrong turn from the manners 
of thofe we converfe with, and therefore 
the fure rule is this, with the clean thou 
Jhalt be clean. , And yet it is certain, that 
fome natures are of a chara&er rather to 
repel the pollution, than to imbibe it. 
And I have heard a very able man de- 
clare, that nothing ever gave him fo juft 
an idea of a good ftile, as; the reading 
fome of the worft written hooks that ever x 
were publiftied. 

Thus much is certain : that Swift 
never Could keep his ftile clear of offence, 

when 
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when a temptation of wit, came in his 
way. This alfo I know with the utmoft 
certainty : that tlie defilement became 
much more confpicuous, upon his return 
from his firft long vilit to Mr. Pope: and 
that in all the time I had the honour to be 
known to him, antecedent to this sera, his 
ideas, and his ftyle throughout the whole 
courfeofhis converfation, were remarkably 
delicate and pure ; beyond thole of mod 
men I ever was acquainted with. And I 
well remember his falling into a furious 
refentment with Mrs. Johnston, for a 
very Gndl failure of delicacy upon that 
point. I alio well remember, his making 
ftrange reports of the phrafeologies of 
perfons about the court, (and particularly 
the maids of Honour) at the time of 
that vifit. 

It mull: be owned that Swift fet out 
very ill : and that his falamander is the 
viteli produ&ion of the molt defiled roufe. . 
But I think it will appear from his works, 
that he reformed from that fault. And, as 

if 
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if lie had taken a forfeit of pollution, 
. ahftained carefully from it for many years, 
after. But unhappily relapfe^ into the 
firft infirmity of his constitution, about 
the year 1 723 . And from that time, became 
I dare not lay, I dare not think, what. 
This only I dare fay, becaufe truth fup- 
ports me; that whatever thefe errors 
were, they were not as your Lordfhip 
apprehends (p. 63) either contracted) or 
increqfed in Ireland. 

Indeed one of the firft inftances of in- 
decency, that I remember in his writings 
(after that period) was in his dialogue 
between Dermot and Sbeela (the weeders 
at Market-hill) which being read before a 
great Lady, and cenfured by fome perfons 
prefent, for it's turpitude, (he replied 
with a fmile ; there Was nothing* ftrange 
in that, for we mujl always expett to fee 
dirt fick to weeds. 

Th# perfons may fet out with fufficient 
refinement in point of delicacy, and yet 

after- 
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afterwards take a ftrong taint of the other 
extreme; appears too evidently, from the. 
works of the greateft (at leaft undoubt- 
cdly one of the greateft)^ of our Englijh 
poets: who, in his EJay on Ctiticifm, hath 
thefe remarkable lines : 

But ohfcene words admit of no defence : 
For want of decency is want of fenfe* 

And yet view the fame author, in fome 
*f his ktef performances, and you will 
find him degenerated to the loweft and 
bafeft imagery. 

I remember to have heard, that & 

gendema$ of his acquaintance, to whom, 
he (hewed the manufcript of his Dunciad, 
took the liberty to expoftulate with him' 
upon that point; queftioning him as 
follows. 

Pray, Sir, do you think there is not 
fomething in this poem, that may give 
offence 1 to perfons, that love and honour 

you? 
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you ? or perhaps leflen yon in the efteem 
of perfons, whofe efteern you value ? 

* To which Mr. Pope anfwercd, L 
c&nnpt -tell but there may. His ^iend . then 
again afked. Pray,, Sir* do you think, 
there is any thing in thefe paffages, that I 
objedt to, which will raife you 'ki the 
efteenr of iany man living, whofe efteem 
you honour ? to which Mr. Pope having 
anfwered, I carit fay there is. Another^, 
queftion quickly,* and naturally followed. 
Is all this then worth while ? — hej then 
added. Poetry and painting, you know, 
arc fiflerrarts: and you have called them 
foj in -thole fine lines to Mr. Jervas. 

. * * * '.t 
Smit ipitb the love of f iler-arts we camej 

<dnd ; tnet congenial, mingling flame with 
fame I 

. A great poet then, is a great painter : 
would Raphael ftoop to paint a charnel 
or a dutch dunghill? pr would he not de r 
file his imagination, and debafe his pencil 
* if 
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if he did? the beauties and the glories 
of nature, are the proper obje&s bf a 
fine imagination, and exalted genius, in 
either art! its deformities, its debar- 
ments, depreciate, debafe, deprave both. 
See what Tvlly tells you in his offices, 
upon this head. Nature herfelf in care- 
fully concealing her deformities, her ne- 
ceffities from the eye ; reads a le&ure of 
morals to the mind : even what (he can- 
not hide, lhe plainly and fully indicates 
fhould be hidden : and the pradlice of 
all countries under heaven, fubfcribe to 
this leftbn. As doth the languages o£ 
all polite countries, and ages. 

4 To me, my Lord, there is fomething 
in purity of ftyle fo congenial to purity 
of moral thinking, that I cannot help 
numbering it among the leffer morals. 
Indeed I am very unwilling to number 
it among the lefler, as it is evidently a 
guardian of the greater. 

I have fometimes made it a doubt with 
myfelf, which was the greater debar- 
ment: 
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ment: to be a fwine in reality, or in- 
poetry! what can be fo fhocking, as to 
fee the heavenly mufe, wallow in- the- 
mire! funk into the character of the 
bafeft of all brutes. Arnica luto Jus — a. 
fwine the friend to filth. Nay; in truth, . 
dehafed below it, into the gulph (thd. 
jakes) of all human pofieffions* 

You tell us, my Lord, that SyritT 
defpifed logick: I wifh he had attended' 
enough to it, to learn (from the art of 
thinking) and to pradtife the diftindlipn. 
between diffefeiit words that convey the' 
lame ideas to us. I mean words expref* 
five of the loweft, and the moft offenfive 
adtions, objetfs, and- offices. Some of 
which convey the idea of the thing,; 
without the turpitude, or the offence* 
Whilft others, moft difagreeably and de* 
formedly connedt and convey both. A 
£Jxi<St regard to this diftindtion muffc 
eternally conftitute.thc difference between 
the language of the vulgar, and the 
well-bred. 

How 
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How many difgraces of Dunciads, 
dreffing-rooms, and other abominations, 
and debafements of genius, had Swift, 
and many others, avoided; by a careful 
attendance to this di&n&ion : and a chafte 
deteftation of the defilements that enfue 
the negled and contempt of it ! and how 
had even the facred page itfelf (the pureft 
fountain of all true politenefc) efcaped 
many coarfe tranflations, that now difgrace 
it! I (hall inftance only in one ; which I 
have fome- 1 "re met wkh, but really 
cannot recolledt where. 

When Martha would difluade our 
Saviour, from coming too near to 
Lazarus's tomb, for fear of offence, 
fhe tells him, in the original Greek* 
Lord, by this time be fmelletb y for be bath 
been dead four days. The efcpreflion by 
which this is tranflated in our $ngtijh ver- 
fion, fhall not pollute my page i and is 
in truth fuch, as would more effectually 
defile the mouth of a well-bred woman, 
G than 
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than onion and afafaetida would her 
4>reathl whereas, the chafte and elegant 
ftyle of true politenefs, always carefully 
attended to, thro' life, brings to my mind 
the purity of that (Mr. Addison's) clear 
lympid ftream, which as it runs refines. 

RefleBs each flow r that on its border 
grows : 

And a new beav'n in its fair bofom 
JJjows. 

Methinks, my Lord, I fee you fmile at 
the impetuofity of irfy indignant zeal 
againft thofe defilements of imagination 
and ftyle, which fo often difgrace the 
works of fome of oiir beft writers : and 
perhaps you will fmile yet more, and 
more juftly, when I confefs to you, that 
I do this in the fpirit, and with all the 
Integrity of a romantic hero, who thinks 
himfelf bound, at the ' hazard of his 
life, to defend the honour, of a renown- 
ed, and dignified matron, imagination ; 
(together with that of her fair attendant 

hand- 
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handmaid, %k>) a matron confeflcdly the 
parent of the feireft, and loveheft progeny 
that ever adorned, or delighted the earth. 
And an handmaid that fhould be pre* 
ferved chafte, for the intereft of her own 
beauty, as well as for the honour of 
her Lady. 

1 am, &c. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

I have taken aotice in ^ this Letter, that 
Swift was remarkably guarded in his 
converfation, agaihft any thing that had 
the kz& appearance of indecency, or of- 
fence. And you will find, from his Letter 
to a young gentleman lately entered into 
Holy orders, how jfc»fible he was of this 
fault in writing. His words are thefe, 

" It would be endlefs to run over the 
cc feveral defers of ftyle among us: I ihall 
cc therefore fay nothing of the mean and 
<c the paltry (which are ufually attended 
Ci by the fuftian) much lefs of the Jlovenly 
c< ox indecent'' 

G 2 I 
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I muft confefs that fuch expreflions 
arc doubly offenfive in fermons, where 
purity fhouU be in a peculiar manner at- 
tended to : but that by no means leflens 
their offence either in converfation, or 
writings of any kind. I fhall only add, 
that whateter expreflion is Jlovenly, or /a- 
decenty muft, at the fame time, be mean 
and paltry. 

This obfervation hints to me, to con- 
clude with two of Mr. Pope's lines, only 
a little altered, and fitted to truth. 

[ Poets lofe half the praife they would have got, 
Could they fat learn tbewifdom, where to blot. 

I am> 

My Lord, &c. 



L E T- 
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LETTER VIII. 

My Lord, 

GIVE me leave to obferve, once 
for all, ' that as my purpofe never 
was to cenfure or pafs any forced or af- 
fedted criticifms on your remarks on 
Swift's life and writings, I hope it will 
always be taken for granted, that where 
I do not animadvert, I . affent. Nay 
more, for the moft part highly approve : 
yet when I fay this, I hope I am. fuf- 
ficiendy fenfible, how little honour the 
approbation of an obfcure, unknown * 
man, can- do, to fuch a work as yours : 
otherwife, than as it is a kind of filent 
atteftation to the truth of your relations. 
Which to a man, who hath fo often been 
impofed upon by falfhoods, as you moft 
undoubtedly have, is a point of fomc 
confequence. 

G 3 Your 
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Your account of Swift's conduft and 
chara&er, when in the confidence of men 
in power, is, I believe, vefy juft. There 
is not the leaft reafon to believe, that 
his mind was either overfet, or dated, 
by that confidence* But there is good 
reafon to believe, that the only ufe he 
ever made of it, was* doing (as good 
angels would do in the fame cafe) good 
offices, and diftinguifhing merit, when- 
ever he found it. 

Whether the office of Hiftoriographef 
was really intended for him or no, I 
cannot fay: but the friends to that mL- 
niftry will always hope, for their honour, 
that it really was. In as much, as I be- 
lieve, it muft be allowed, that *io man 
was better fitted for any employment, 
than he was, for that. He loved truth, 
had courage enough to tell it, to, or 
of any man living : and fenfe enough 
to tell it well. -No fet of men ever 
could do more honour to their mini- 

ftry. 
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ftry, than by placing fuch a man in 
fuch an office. It were in effed:, fol- 
lowing the example of that excellent Em- 
peror, who, (upon his being raifed to 
tjie throne) putting a fword into the 
hand of his friend, added thefe remark- 
able words; for me> if I rule well: againjl 
me if I aft otherwtfe. 

,But leaving fpeculation, let U9 proceed 
to fad. Give n&e leave to aflure you, that 
your Lordfhip's informers never fwerved 
more from truth, than in the accounts they 
gave you, of $v?ift's reception, when he 
came to take poflefiion of his Deanery. 

I am well aflurcd, by perfons who 
knew it well, that the reception he met 
with, on that occasion, from all forts of 
men, was as kind, and honourable as' he 
could wifli. 

The Tories were then in full power, 
in Ireland, as well as England: and 
Swift's genius was then in its higheft 
glory ! he had done the church good fer- 
O 4 vice: . 
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vice: and the credit he had at court* 
was well known. Thefe circupiftances 
fufficiently aflured him of a good, and 
honourable reception, wherever he went* 
And the bulk of the people were of the 
fame way of thinking with thqfe in power, 
at that time. The confequence was, 
that he was remarkably careffed, and 
received with very diftinguifhed refpeft, 
wherever he came. 

Indeed the Arch-biftiop of Dublin, and 
fome of his old friends, in the chapter, 
gave fome check to that plenitude of 
power, which they faw plainly, he in- 
tended to aflert, and exert there. But 
the integrity, arid publick fpiritednefs of 
his whole condudt, his. care of the cathe^ 
dral, his attention to its revenues, as 
well as to thofe of the Deanery ; and his 
remarkable good oeconomy in both* 
foon convinced them, that he had no 
views beyond thofe of his duty. Little 
pbftruftipns in perfonal promotions, he 
mvift expqdt to meet with, and did fo, 

' * An4 
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And in that cafe, his complaint was, 
that he was but a poor Duke of Lor- 
raitiy unhappily fituated too near the 
King of France: whofe tyranny bore 
him down. But he foon let the world 
fee, that a hero, in the character of a 
Duke of Lorrain, could make his party 
good even againft a great monarch. 

It is however true, that riotwithftand- 
ing all the power and efteem which he 
acquired in Ireland^ he always confidered 
himfelf, as in a ftate of exile in it; And 
fuch a fituation, always reprefents the 
Scenes of bani/hment, (however beautiful 
or defirable in themfelves) as dgferts: 
and as fuch incompafTed with horrors! 
and altho' thefe ideas in Swift were 
conliderably abated, and foftened by time ; 
yet I verily belieVe (like the impreffions 
of difappointment in a firft Love) they 
never were totally' effaced. 

Your next obfervations, and character of 
£wift, as a writer, and comparifon of 

him 
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him with his contemporaries, as well as 
lome of the ancients ; are not onijr juft, 
but mafterly: but give me leave to fay, 
your additional account of him, is molt 
remarkably miftaken. 

I muft take the liberty to tranferibe 
your own words, to avoid all poflibUity 
of mifreprefenting them. They ftand thus : 
p. 66, 67. After the great names, which 
Ihavejujl now mentioned, it is matter of 
aflonifhment to find the fame perfon, who 
had enjoyed the highejl, and the left conver- 
fation, equally delighted with the loweji and 
the worjl : and yet it is certain, from 
Swift's fettlement in Dublin, as Dean 
of St. Patrick's, his choice of companions 
in general, fhewed him of a very depraved 
tqfte* 

From the year 1714, till be appeared in 
the year 1720, a champion for Ireland 
againfi Wood's half-pence, his fpirit of 
politicks, and of patriotifm, was kept aU 
moft chfehf confined within his own breajl. 

Idlenefs 
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tdtenejs and trifles engrofed too many of Us 
hcatrs: fools and fyco^hants too much of 
his cmoerfation. 

My Lord, you have been fo grofsly 
abufed, in the accounts, which di&ated 
thefe two paragraphs to you, that I am ai- 
moft afliamed to attempt to fet you right. 

The meaneft man, I ever heard of his 
converting with, during this period, was 
Mr. Worrall, a clergyman, a Mafter of 
Arts, a reader, and a vicar of his cathe- 
dral, and mailer of the fong, was 
nearly of his own ftanding4n the college > 
3 good walker, a man of fenfe, and a 
great deal of humour. He was married 
to ia woman of great vivacity, good-nature, 
and generality; remarkably cleanly, and 
elegant in her perfon, in her houife, and 
# her table. Where fhe entertained her 
friends, with lingular chcarfulnefs, hofpi- 
tal^ty, and good humour. 

Mr. Wo rr all's fituation in the 
church, naturally engaged his attendance 

upon 
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upon the Dean, every time he went thi- 
ther: and their walks naturally ended, 
either in the Dean's dining with him, or 
he with the Dean. But as the Dean was 
a fingle man, the former happened more 
frequently: and this intercourfe at laft 
ended in the Dean's dining with him, 
as often as he pleafed, at a certain rate ; 
and inviting as many friends as he 
pleafed, upon the fame terms. 

This gentleman, is lately dead: and 
hath left a large fum of money to publick 
charities, and the Dean's holpital in 
particular. 

The Dean's next acquaintance that I 
fhall take notice of, (but whether prior 
or fubfequent in point of time I cannot 
fay) was in a family well known iri Ire- 
land, by the name of the Gr at tans. 
They were feven brothers, the fons of a 
venerable, and weli-beloved clergyman, 
Doftor Grattan, who gave them all 
liberal education : and, at the fame time, 

(as 
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(as I have often heard the old bifhop of 
Clogber declare) kept hofpitality beyond 
both the Lords who lived on either fide 
of him; tho' both reputed hofpitable. 
One of thefe brothers was an eminent 
phyficiaii, another an eminent merchant, 
who died Lord-mayor of the city of 
Dublin : the youngeft was firft a fellow 
of the college of Dublin, and after mat- 
ter of the great free-fchool at EnniskiP 
len. The eldeft was a juftice of the 
peace, who lived reputably upon his patri- 
njony in the country. The three other 
brothers were clergymen of good cha- 
racters, and competently provided for in 
the church. Two of them Swift 
found in his cathedral; nothing was 
more natural than that he fhould culti- 
vate, an acquaintance with them. A fet 
of men, as generally acquainted, and 
as much beloved, as any one family in 
the nation. Nay to fuch a degree, that 
fome of the moft confiderable men \n 
the church defired, and thought it a 

favour 
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favour to be adopted by them, and ad- 
mitted Grattams. 

Thefe, my Lord, were men of open 
hearts, and free fpirits : who as little de- 
ferred, and as much difdairied the cha- 
racter and office of fycQphants, as any 
nobleman of yours, or any nation. And 
yet thefe, with their allies the Jacksons, 
&c. genteel, agreeable, and well-bred men 
and women, were the companions of many 
of Swift's eafieft, and happieft hours: 
fuch companions, as no wife man ever 
wanted, or at leaft would want, if he 
could help it ; any more than he would 
his night-gown, his couch, or his ealy- 
chair: which never were deemed the 
leaft ufefol, nor are they always the 
leaft ornamental parts of drefs and fur- 
niture. 

The Grattans had a little hoiife, 
and their eoufin Jackson another, negr 
the city,; where they cultivated good hu- 
mour, and chearftflnefs, with their trees, 

atjd 
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and fruits, and fidlets; (for they were sdl 
well {killed in gardening and planting) 
and kept hofpitality, after the example of 
their fathers. 

The opinion which Swift had of the 
Grattans will beft be judged of by the 
fottowing little memoir. 

When Lord Carteret came into 
Ireland as Lord Lieutenant, Swift aflced 
him, Pray, my Lord, have you the ho- 
nour to be acquainted with the Grat- 
tans ? Upon my Lord's anfwering that 
he had not that honour, Then, pray, my 
Lord, take care to obtain it, it is of great 
confequence : the Grattans, my Lord, 
can raife ten thoufend men. 

What effeft this had I cannot fay. I only 
know this, that Dodtor Grattan was 
loon after taken in to be phyfician to 
my Lord, and his family. 1 

Whether the Grattans led Swift, 
or he them, into the acquaintance of 

their 
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tthcir friends, George Rochfort, and Peter 
Ludlow, I cannot fay. But this I know, 
that he lived much with thofe gentle- 
men; and cultivated their friendfhip, 
with a very diftinguiflied affedtion, and 
efteem : and it is certain, that they well 
deferved the higheft regard, and diftinc- 
tion, he could pay them. 

quales anima neque candidiores terra 

tulit; 

Nec quies te magis optaffefamicum. 

Such fouls ! more candid never earth produced, * 

Nor whom, you could more wifely wifh your 
friends. 

They were men of fortune^ fcholars, 
men of parts, men of humour, men of 
wit, and men of virtue. Greater com- 
panions Swift might have converted 
with, but better he neither did, nor 
could. 

Let me add to thefe, another gentle- 
man, for whom the Dean had a par- 
ticular 
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ticular efteem. Mathew Forde, a man 
of family, and fortune: a fine gentle- 
many and the beft lay-fcholar of his 
time, and nation. Thefe, with the fel- 
lows of the College, Dodtor Walms- 
ljey, Dodtor Helsham, Doftor De- 
lany, Mr. Stopford, (now Bifhop 
of Cloyne) and Dodor Sheridan, 
among the ipen : and Lady Eustace, 
Mrs. Moore,' Lady Betty Roch- 
fort, and Mrs. Ludlow, Ladies 
fufficiently diftingui(hed of the other fexj 
were, with Stella, and her friends, 
Swift's principal acquaintance, and 
companions, during the period you men- 
tion: and treat as the aera of his 
infamy. 

I might mention fome others of very 
diftinguifhed chara&ers, who made up, I 
will not fay, that admired, but I can fay 
with truth, that envied fociety, in which, 
Swift paired his life, at that period. But 
I hope, I have already faid fufficient, to 
H fct 



Digitized by Google 



[98] 

fet your Lordship hght ; and let you fee, 
how much you have been abufed by your 
informers, and in how different a manner, 
you have been treated,, by, 

My Lord, 

your faithful and 

mojl obedient 

bumble jervant. 

POSTS C R I P T. 

t I know nothing that can be fo proper 
an appendix to this account of Swift's 
friends, as his own chara&er of himfelf 
m that point. 

See Verfes on the Death of Dr. Swift, flfc . 

Tbo 9 trufled long in great affairs* 
He gave bimfelf no haughty airs* 
: Without regarding private ends % 
Spent all bis credit for bis friends. 
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And only chofe the wife and good\ 
Nojlgi'rers, w allies in blood* 
But Juccour*d virtue in dijlrefs, 
And feldm fyifd jpuf fuc&fu 
As mrnbers in their hearts mujl awn> 
Who but for him bad been unknown. 

When I own that I ha$ the honour of 
Wing in the loweft clafs of thefe, I hope 
you will not place this confeffion, more to 
the fcore of vanity, than of gratitude, in, 

My Lord, 

ywr mft faithful, &c. 



Ha I,$T- 
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L E T T E R IX. 



M r Y Lord, 

' T A V I N G informed you in my 



laft Letter, of the company Swift 
kept, in that interval of time, from 17 14 
to 1720 ; J now beg leave to inform you, 
as well as I am able, how he filled up his 
time in that interval. Not in writing 
Gulliver's travels, &c. I a£Ture you : 
for they were not written until fome years 
after, as you will eafily be fatisfied, both 
from Gulliver's own Letter, prefixed to 
that work, and dated April 2, 1727; (he 
was afhamed to date it the firft for a very 
obvious reafon) and from the firft im- 
preflion of that work, which was very 
early after it was written : no, my Lord, 
his time was much better filled. The 
care 6f his Deanery, his Cathedral, its 
regulations, its income, and ceconomy, 




took 
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took up much of his thoughts at this 
time. And the acquaintance he fell intQ 
with men of learning, (more learned and 
more in number, than any preceding 
Mr a of that kingdom recprds as cotem- 
poraries) laid' hipi under a neceffity of 
reviling his Greek and Latin> with care. 
He had not elfe appeared with the advant- 
age that became him, in that lociety. 
Nay, he could fb ill bear to be confidcred 
as a cypher in *ny fcientific fbciety, that 
he applied himfelf even to mathematics, 
in that period ; and made fome progrefs 
in them. And I have feen. him more 
than once, undertake to lolve an algebraic 
problem, by arithmetic. 

He went through a very voluminous 
cotyrfe of ecclefiaftical hiftory, in that pe- 
riod : and I h?ve fome re^bn to believe, 
that all the knowlege he had of the early 
fathers, was then alio acquired. 

His poetic performances during that pe- 
riod, are indeed but few: but thofe, 
H 3 which 
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Milch you ir£ pleafed te call pdentaiia^ t6 
8 t e l l a, -are excellent in their kind; 
And I Heartily wifo you Tiad indulged thif 
b*ttevoleflcd of y6ur genius in givifcg them 
rfKk du* praife; rather than mirking 
fhetn with a diira&er, doubtful at bd*, ff 
riot dftmriutiTe. But you, toy Lord, have, 
Heir, beeri awed into a refttaint of ydulr 
genius in that point, that ill-ufnderi 
flood* (or o&erwife), ill-groitndfcd and 
JHaudable toaxkn of Mr. P 6 p fe. 

For foils adtitir*) but ken of finfe Qfpntoe* 

My Lord, there is fuch a thing as ^ 
foolifh admiration, fuch as that he men- 
tions, in his charatter of Atticus. 

Arkivnntierwhh a friiffifa& of pfaifc* 

But ther? is alfo, my Lord, an a<W r 
teition, /which is the genuine offspring df 
wifdom, arid true greatnefs of foul; torch- 
ed with congenial excellence* or rateable 
excellence' of *ny kin,d. ; And this is belli 

leen 
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ieesrt in generous, and weft rapturous 
praife. 

My Lord, praife properly applied, 
from a clear difcernment, and quick fenfe 
of excellence; and plentifully poured out 
from the fullnefs of a generous, and 
benevolent heart, is theTureft, andnobleft 
teft of an exalted, and enlightened genius : 
as a quick fenfe, and high reliih of ex- 
cellence is the beft teft of pwfeflaon, and 
excellence in the fen&tions, and organs : 
and the fame may be affertecl, with equal 
'/ propriety, of intelie&ual perceptions, and 
powers. And give nie leave p iay, that 
gentleman had done much more honour 
to his genius, in giving their due praife 
to thofe little odes, the fineft in their kind, 
tte -ifriendlieft, the |>eft imagined, and 
moft truly elegant that ever any language 
produced ; than ift wUhk*g,.as he is, (and I 
fear too truly) jolted to have <lone, that 
. 5 W J .f t had aever written, them. Haw 
woiild "his confcious merit have exulted in 
hm } .had they been his own ! 

H 4 Swift 
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• Swift fpent a good part of his time in 
this period, in reflecting upon, and prac- 
tifing the duties of his profeflion. This 
appears from a little poetic fragment of his, 
to Mr, RocHtfoRT, and two of his friends, 
who made fome mirth to themfelves, from 
humorous defcriptions of a gentleman *s 
nofe ; which did not diftinguifli him half as 
much, as the good humour, and good fenfe, 
with which he joined in the mirth it oc- 
cafioned. The Dean's litde poem upoh 
that occafion, began thus : 

Whilfl you three merry poets traffic >, 
& gtwxg * defcriptton graphic. 
Of Dan's huge nofe in modern faphic> 

I fpend my time in making fermons, &c. 

In this interval alfo, he wrote that fine 
Letter to a young gentleman, lately entcrdd 
into holy orders : which muft be allowed 
one of the moft mafterly of all his per- 
formances: and fhews a large extent of 
genius, wit, obfervation, and learning, 

through- 
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throughout. Mori jiarticularfy ixl his fine 
account, and high contempt of frce* 
thinkers, and thinking. 

Your Lordfhip obfcrvcs very rightly, 
that, his; fpirit of politics and patriotifm, 
was kept almoft cbfely confined within 
his own breaft, during this period; until 
he appeared in the year 1720, a champion 
for Ireland, againft Wood's half-pence. 

This latter part, my Lord, with great 
fubmiflion, is a miftake. He had indeed 
abftained from writing, until the year 
1720; but was very far from having 
abftained from railing, (even in the pul- 
pit) againft the wrong politics of Ireland 
for that time. But, when he found them 
fink under a general difcouragement of 
- agriculture, and the ftupidity of unpeopl- 
ing their country, to make room for fheep; 
at the time, that our wool was a drug ; 
and a monopoly to England \ he could 
» refrain no longer. And then came out hifc 
propofal for the univcr&l ufe of Irijh 
1 manu- 
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mum&dtom : which htth gradually pro- 
duced, and annually incrcafed, producing 
inexprcfiible benefit to his nation, froWr 
that day to this. 

His Drapief& Letters were not written 
tmtil four yean after this period. 

That his patriot - (pirit was reftrained 
lb long* is not to be wondered at. He had 
got enough ,of politics antecedent to this 
period, to forfeit, and to make him fuf- 
ficicntly fick of them, for at lead {even 
years; and yet, when a proper occafion 
offered, fee could not, and he ought not 
to refiain : And his genius never (hone 
cot . fa greater ftrcngth than in that, and 
the fuhfequent occafions that called it 
forth. The performances beft praife 

!) and 

your account of them and him, is 
clear, fucckift, judicious, and juft ; and 
' Acrcfore J'ihall not pre&me to add one 
tide to. it* But I mnft beg leave to 
add a little, a vtfy little, to your account pf 

; Dodor 
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DcxStor § h fe r i' t> a Ni which is, ih^f 
main, juft alfo. . .. 

He had a fecultyj and indeed* a Mh 
city of throwing out hints, and materials 
of mirth and humour, beyon4 apy J^an $ 
ever knew. If ke were not the ; , ffc^chdl 
hound in the pack, he was at Itaft tht 
beft ftarter. Among a thouland othe^ 
whims,, he hit uppn one, which occa- 
sioned a good deal of mirth, .He wrote a 
copy of verfe* in circles, enclpfo^withi^ 
on$ another, like fhofe of a (phere j the 
fir/l, of a large* fmd the laft, ?f a litde 
circumference in the center. Vpon which 
occafion, the Dean wrote a copy of 
verfes, which bfcg&ii thus: ✓ 

< Jfe wwr wasbwwtt, that circular ktter\ 

But the yerfes .written by .Gfeoitos 
Rot h fort, (terfher to tJie prefent Lord 
Bellfield) on that occafion, were much 

more 
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more difHijguifhed. Your Lord/hip hath 
given us an imperfcdt copy of them; but 
without the leaft hint , of applaufe, or 
even approbation. And yet, my Lord, I 
believe, they muft be allowed to conftitutc 
die moft Compleat epigram, that any 
age or nation hath produced* Or, to 
fpeak more properly, Angular - and ex-^ 
cellent, beyond any other ! Sheridan 
was, as your Lordftiip obferves, a fidler, 
and a poet : and moft certainly uhderftood 
more of each, than he could execute. 
And, on his Writing the abovementioned 
circular Verfes, Mr. George Rochfort 
wrote the following epigram. 

With mujic and poetry equally blefl^ 
A bard thus Apollo, moft humbly addreft. 
Great author of % harmony >, verfes, and light / 
Afjified by thee, I both fiddle, and write. 
Tet unheeded I f crape, or I f cribble all 

My verfe is negle£ted y my tunes thrown, 
away. 

fhy 
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Thy fubftkute here, Vice - Apollo * 

difdains, 

To vouch for my numbers, or lift to my 
Jtrains. 

.Thy manual fgnet refufes to put 
To the airs I produce, from the pen, or 
the gut. 

Be thou then propitious, great Phoebus, 

and grant, 
Relief or reward, to my merit, or want. 
Tbo the Dean, and Delany tranfcend- 

ently flnne, 
O brighten one Jolo, or fonnet of mine. 
With them, Tm content, tbou fhoulijt- 

make thy abode :■ 
But vifit thy fervant, in jig, or in ode. 
Make one work immortal: 'tis all I requejl. 
Apollo hok'd pleas W, and refohing toJgfl, 
Reply d, honejl friend, Tve confiderathy 

cafe: 

Nor dijlike thy well-meaning and humorous 
face. 

* A poem had been publiflied not long before, in 
Apollo's riame, conftituting Swift> his Vicege- 
rent in Inland. 

Thy 
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Thypuhmlgrant: the boon is mt great. 
Thy works Jhall continue: and here's the 
receipt. 

On rondeaus f hereafter, thy fiddle- 

Jirings fand: 
Write yerfes in circles : they never Jhall 

end. 

Here, my Lord, you ice £ double 
thought, carried oo throughout (like a 
double fuge under the hands of a great 
matter in mufic) from the "firft diftich, 
,to the laft: a$d concluding in 3 double 
point : ea^ compleat in its kind. 

Indulge your genius, my Lord, and 
give this performance its proper praife, 
without the leaft apprehenfion of fufferihg 
in*he chara6ter of your wifdpm, in the 
eftimation of any wife man aKve, now 
Mr. Pop^ is dead. 

I am y 

My Lord, &c, 

t A kind of mufical air, fo conftitutesl, tfeat 
ftrain, falls naturally into the firft. 

L E T- 
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L E T T E R X. 
My Loed, 

I A M now come to your ninth letter* 
which hath given the greateft offenct 
to all thofe that honour the memory of 
Swift; (and I might add to all thofii 
that honour you), of any thing in the 
whole compafs of your remarks. Your 
chara&er of Vanessa, and your account 
of her inilerable lituation, in all the fup- 
pofed circumftances of her vice »d va- 
nity ; are fuch, as might do honour to the 
belt pen, and moil upright chriftian-heart 
I fay, my Lord, in her fuppofed fir- 
cumftances; but, at die lame time, gWe 
me leave to declare, from the obligations 
I owe, both to drift truth, and chriflian 
charity; thatlhy no means think thole 
fuppofkions fafRciently founded. Your 
obfervations alfo on the poem, are, in the 
tmn, moft judicious, m^ftertyy and juft. 

But 
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But your cei^fure of part of it fo very 
fcvere, and at the lame time, to my eyes, 
and the eyes of thofe of all the acquaint- 
ance I have in the world, fo utterly un- 
grounded, and of confequence fo cruel, 
to the memory of Swift ; and fo heavy 
a charge upon his virtues that I -profefc, 
I ani utterly at a loft, what to fay, or how 
to pafs any cenfure upon it* The paffage 
is this. 

Vanessa is going to own herfelf in 
love with Cadenus: and, as an apology 
for that opennefs, fhe pleads thus : 

Two maxims Jhe could Jiill produce, 
' And fad experience taught their iffe : 

That virtue pleas 9 d by being fhown, 

Knows nothings which it dare not own. 
; Can make us, without, fear, difclofe 

Our inmofi fecrets to our foes : 

That common forms were not dejigrid, * 

Directors to a noble mind. 

Now, faid the nymph, to lei you fee 
. My aSfions with your rules agree, 

That 
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l%at lean vulgar forms dejpife, 
And have no fecrets to difguife: 
I knew by what you faid and writ, 
How dang'rous things were men of wit ; 
Tou cautiorid me againjl their charms t 
But never gave me equal arms : 
Tour lejfons found the weakejl part, 
Aimd at the bead, but reach' d the 
. heart. 

Now, pray, my Lord, what is there in 
all this, which the moft virtuous man 
alive, might not own with his laft breath, 
to be his moll fincere, and genuine fen* 
tknents? for my own part, I can' fee 
i nothing, in it, but a panegyric upon the 
. purity, and noble nature of virtue! 

And now, my Lord, what is your com- 
ment upon it ? would to God I could not 
tell — and that it were either utterly un- 
known, or obliterated from the earth ! but 
' fince that cannot be, let it once more, I 
. eaffceftly intreat your LonWhip, pafc in 
: review before you: in hopes, that your 
> I calmer, 
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calmer, ahH more candid reflections, may 
infpire you, totally* to erafe it. Your words 
yet fub/Sting, are its Mbws : 

" Suppofing this account to be true, and 
" I own to you, my Ham, I can -fcarce 
" think it otherwife, it is evident that the 
" fair Vanessa, had made afurprifing 
" progrefs in the philofophic dodtrines, 
" which me had received from her pre- 
' Uj emptor. His 1 rules were certainly of a 
« 4 'rnoft ' extraordinary 'kifild. 'He 'taught 
" her, that vide, 'as >fcoh as 1t defied 
" fliame, was immediately changed'' into 
« virtue. That "vulgar ifoftrts wfefe wot 
" binding upon cfertaih chbice ^ifits,Jto 
" whom either 1 fiidwfigngs, 1 or &e,pefftHi$ 
5* of men of wit were acceptable." 

I appeal ( to cokmon fenfe alid-truth, 
'what is 'all this, *%tit j lnverfirig ; %he Very 
' nature of things, 'antl ''ihterpretirig ; the 
1 native cartddur, o^enhfeft, arid' ingenuity bf 
' Virtue, into Mill the cftamelefs a?id aban- 
doned -itopudence, of 'vice ! 'if Ais be not 

calling 
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calling epil goody and good ,evil> Iprofcfs 
l;know not what is. 

,As to the fiibfequent comment at large, 
indeed, my .Losd, it is perfectly fafe fropi 
any cenfure of ipipe : for reafons ;wtiich 
you may much better comprehend, than 
would become me to cxplaip. . 

And, pray, my Lord, wjiat ^ould juftly 
hinder Vane;sis a, from, opening \itr .mind 
freely , to Cadenu3, upon th# occafip/i? 
he was .a fingje man, (he, ajmgie woman: 
and her firft view, was evidendy marriage 5 
that c &re was ,not crirauaal. - And 
whether fhe had any, fuhfequqat lojtfot, 
which were criminal, neither you nor I 
can tell: < further, than as we may con- 
jecture, fron* thofe ill-judged lines, which, 
although they do not neceflarily infer, yet 
feem to have defignedly drawn it into 
a doubt. O that they were awiihil#ed, 
or rather, that neither they, nor their 
caufe, (idle, vanity) had ever existed in a 
bread, which lfe QU ld have abhorred all 
-appearance of evil. 

I 2 > And 
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And yet, how are the criminal furmiies 
in thofe vile verfes, how can they, be 
confident with thofe endowments, be- 
flowed upon Vanessa, by Venus firft, 
and Pallas afterwards T 

From Venus's Magic Rites he tells us^ 
ihe derived 

that decency of mind* 

So lovely in the female kind! 

Where no one carelefs thought intrudes, 

Lefs mode/I than the fpeech of prudes. 

After this, Pallas beftowed upon her 
as follows - 

Her foul was fuddenly endud, 
• With jujlice, truth, and fortitude. 
With honour, which no breath can fain: 
Which malice mujl attack in vain. 

v And again, 

As Jhe advanced, that womankind, 
V . Woud by her model form their mind: 

And 
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And all their conduSf woud be trfd 
By her, as an unerring guide. » ' 

And again, he makes Pallas ipeak as 
follows, 

And tho 9 /he mujl with grief refleSi, 
To fee a mortal virgin, decKd 
" With graces hitherto unknown, f 
To female breafts, except her own. 

And j&trely, n>y Lord, chaftky was the 
moft diftinguifhed of all thofe graces *, ex- , 
cept wifdom, and fortitude. And was 
not her wifclomr heavenly wifdom ? Let me 
alk then in her own words : , 

How can heavenly wifdom prove, 
An inftrument to earthly love i 

Vanessa is compared to Atalant a ; 
which is well known, to be a fixt ftar. • 
And after this, we are told, that, 

To copy her, few nymphs afpir'd, 
Her virtues, fewer fwains admird* 

I 3 Sa 
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So Jlars beymd certain height > 
Give mo ftak neither heat nor light. 

And is thisfixtftar, after all, dwindled 
into a mere fublunary meteor \ called by 
common mortals, a falling ftar? 

I perfe£Hy agree with ycJur Lordfinp > 
that the icheme of thi* poem h very ju- 
dicious,, and mafierly^ indeed,, beyond 
any other of Swift's compofitions, ex- 
c€pt that of r the Legioh Glub'j vrhic&yl 
think far excels every other of his pontic 
perf6rniahces. And yet, I have fenie^ 
thing tocfehfure even fti this*, b^kles^Sbfe 
paflages, which you fojuffly blameir 'tlte 
lines are thefe. 

Where debet hhtpytvas iedfd in aid. 
That fpuripus virtue in a maid: 
A virtue but at fecoltd hand, 
c they btujh becaufe they under/land. 

Give me leave to fay, my blood boils 
with indignation againit the fctfly, the 

vanity, 
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vanity, (I had almoft faid the blafphtmy ) 
of thde lines. 

Here, my Lord, the fineft iiji^6t, an4 
nohleft power, ^ith which God hath en r 
dpwed the hunjaij ft^me, is^ treated witf^ 
igai>dalous contempt, and infplent ^bufpJ 
that great and amazing pipteftor of viftucy 
anfl avenger of guilt, that aftpn^hin^pQ\yef 
by. which all the bkx>4» in oy£ frame x)fc% 
in one inftant, to regdl every 4$eipp& 
every approach of vice j is bran<Je4> no£ 
a§ the genjiiijie Qffsprin^ of God, tyit tfc^ 
Spurious offspring of prudery, and affec- 
tation : to be called in, and caft off at our 
pleafure. 

Let me add to this, die fillinefs q£ the 

petulent cenfiire: they r blujk kiumfe, tky 

underfiqnd. Did not thfi author of nature 

mean, that the ipooittons of this gre# 

guardian fhovtld be undwftood.? Would 

infinite wtfdow vpfwfc a #wdfon> that 

cojild not be i^derftoodl by what mechftr 

nic £owe)C$> 9* wgaas, om:blop4> ipdws 
I 4 flufhed 
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fluflied into the face of innocence, or 
flalhed into the face of guilt, will, I be- 
lieve, for ever exceed all the refearches of 
knives and microfcopes, and is juftly to 
be numbered among thofe infinite and 
ftupendous proofs, that demonftrate how 
fearfully and wonderfully we are made: 
fearfully indeed, in a very particular 
manner and fenfe, in this inftance: for 
what can be fo noble a guard againft guilt, 
as a juft and well-grounded apprehenfion, 
that if we commit it, our own blood will 
take the firft occafion to betray us ? O 
pure offspring of heaven, and guardian of 
goodnefs ; how adorabld, and wonderful 
are thy ways ? 

How happy had it been for Swij t, 
and the world, had he employed many of 
thofe hours, in the fine and deep, and 
humble refearches of natural and moral 
philolbphy, which he threw away in the 
idle fellies of wit, and humour : Inftead 
of fuffering himfelf to be early deluded, 
and, in the end, almoft totally engrafted, 

by 
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by that detcftable.maxim, vive laiagateBe! 
which, though it feized him not, (at 
leaft took fmall hold of him) until after 
that, : which you were pkafed to treat as 
the #ra of his infamy; yet it muft be 
owjied, it feized him too foon: held him 
tooiaft : and poffefled him too long. 

Before I conclude this Letter, it will, I 
think, become me, to make fome apology 
to you, and to the world, for differing 
from you fo totally as I do, in relation to 
Vanessa's character: which you feem 
to think, was that of an abandoned wo* 
man : and I Judge it, only that of a wo* 
man, unhappily intoxicated with Love. 

Firft, becaufe fuch a character as you 
conceive hers to have been; is, as (I be- 
fore obferved) utterly inconfiftent with 
the endowments beftowed upon her, both 
by Venus, and Pallas. Secondly, be- 
caufe the line which creates the doubt, is 
very far from inferring a certainty; for 
confeioufnefs, (you well know, my Lord,} 

i infers 
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infer* not? guilt: for there is fuck a thing 
as coo&ious virtue, as well as confcious 
vice; TiiincHy, becaufe the charafter yoa 
give of Cadbjws, could not make fuch 
a fituation defirable: and, I believe, that 
in that cafe, the Lover, is not the lafe per- 
ion to fijid it out* And 1 own, if I were 
to acquit her charadter from any principle 
but that of her virtue, I fhould rather 
conclude with your Lordflhip, that the 
lines which feem to contain an infinuation 
againft Vanessa, were not perhaps fo 
much, intended to wound her reputation, 
as to fave that of her admirer. 

My laft reafon, my Lord, is drawn 
from a memoir, which feems not to have 
reached you. 

She ordered, in her laft Will, that the 
, poem of Cadenus and Vanessa flioulcfc 
be pubKfhed: (it had otherwise perhaps 
never feen the light) together with all the 
Letters that pafled between &em. Dr. 
Berkley, one of her executors, peruJfed 

thefe 
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thefc Letter oarafnily,. ixn order tafhffiii 
the VWlfcof fikbcncEfeftfflfi ;. b^: found,, 
upon- examination, (ie^he freipcntfy ail 
fared: mc)* that: they contained nothing, 
wMdt: wouldr either do honour ttt her cha- 
racter, or Bring the: feafl rsffedfoii upon- 
Cadenus. His Letters contain nothing 
but civil compliments, excufes, and apo- 
logies, and thanks for little prefents, &c. 
Whereas* hers indicated all the warmth, 
and violence, of die ftrongeft Lovc-paf- 
fion s but not the leaft hint of a criminal 
commerce betwefci* them, in the Letters 
of either; which it was Icarce poffiblc to 
avoid, in fb long an intercourfe, had there 
been any juft foundation for it. 

m 

Why fhe fhould delire that poem, and 
thofe Letters to be publifhed, hath never 
yet been explained, with any appearance 
of probability. Nor is there, that I know 
of, any ground for a rational conjefture 
upon that point, other than this; that 
fhe certainly gave herfelf up (as Ariadne 
did) to Bacchus, from the day that fhe 

was 
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deferted. And that, intoxication, in 'con- 
fli£t with many other tumults in her breaft, 
and perhaps in conjunction with fome 
infirmity in her head, might eafily be con- 
ceived capable of producing many efieds^ 
not othcrwifc to be accounted for. 



iL amy 



My Lofcp, &c. 



LET- 



Digitized by 



GoogI 



[ "5 ] 



LETTER XL 

My Lord, 

I A M now arrived at your tenth Letter; 
and am forry to find your benevolence 
of fpirit /till under an awed reftraint; 
which prohibits the leaft panegyric, upon 
any of the various poetic pieces you met 
with, in this volume of Swift's works. 
Many, very many of which, (you tell us) 
are trifling, and yvu had almofi /aid 
puerile. 

The feverity of this general cenfure, 
naturally called upon your critical juftice, 
to fuch as you thought deferving of \fome 
diftindtion of another kind. 

Among thefe I own, that when I found 
you mentioned the poem of Death and 
Daphne, I expedfced to have feen that 
poem very particularly diftinguiftied. As 

it 
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it appears to me, to be a poem of the 
gieateft - fingttlarity, either in 4 his, or any 
works! finely fchemed, imagined, con- 
ducted, *nd «xecut€d! and interfperfed 
with many fine ftrokes of wit, humour, 
and fatire. But praife is not the prefent 
tafte ; and 3 J have UirefcMong -enough, to 
f feel' the mortification, feeingc Cowley, 
and *eiren Sutler, *aknoft as little ho- 
noured, and aimoft as much negle£efd as 
•D'tne f y. -Arid' Gtid : fcnows how long 
Swift himfelf Tnay : forvive. 

>13utvbe that la^g&>or flborter, (<as 
fate and faftiion fhall pleafe) thjs 4ittle 
fample of Swift's genius, in equipping 
t)eatfr ibrhis oouttfhip, will, I -am * fetis- 
fied, J laft as long. 

A cotifult qf>fpquet?J>efoWi 
Was calFd to rig him out a beau : 
,c Fromher vwn head, ^mGMJtA^aies 
L A* ferrwig' qf'-tmfiid jmkes ; 
' WhibbHtribemictJt -fdfhion curTd, 
X^toupets-fcf 1t^h^fif>erfwohtdi 

(With 
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(With flwtr of Julpbar pwdettlvdl, 
That 'graceful on bis Jbudders fell) 
An Adder df the fiAU ibid. 
In Une <Ure&> bung dam tebittd. 
The Owl, the Raven, mdtbe^AT^ 
Quit d. for a feather to bis bat*,. 
His coat, an Us'rers whet fall, 
' 'Bequeath' d to 'Pluto* corps arid all 

But of tbiscpierhaps more than enough: 
My indignation is called off, to a 'more 
' inter efting < fubj e& . 

A friend of mine, turning over the 
index of your Letters, /hewed me, amongft 
the contents of this now before me, thefe 
words Swift's Seraglio - furprifed 

•j^The Poem ends* with thcfe lines, 

-J way the frighted SPECTRE Jkuds y 



I imagine that if Shbridan had bean the author 
of this roem; he, as a fchool -matter and a punfter, 
and my Lady then playing at cards, would have 



And leaves my Lady in the fuds. 




' flighted* be?/Kes 9 m toys frm hirch % 
And leaves my Lady in the lurch. 



at 
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at this, I immediately turned over the 
volume: where, to my much greater 
furprize, I found, after your accQunt 
of Death and Daphne, the follow- 
ing paragraph. 

" You fee the command which Swift 
<c had dvtr all his females: and you 
' cc would have fmiled, to have found his 
" houfe a conftant fcraglio of very virtu- 
" ous woqien, who attended him from 
" morning till night, with an obedience, 
" an awe, and an afiiduity, that are fel- 
" dom paid to the richeft, or the fnqft 
<c powerful Lovers: no, not even to the 
<c Grand Seignior himfelf 

This paragraph, my Lord, gives me 
great concern, upon many accounts; 
though I fhall mention only this one. 
That it feems to be written in the ftile 
of a man, who knew what he faid to be 
, truth : which yet, moft certainly was not, 
could not, be your cafe: and therefore I 
conclude you wrote it in the. ftile, in 

which 
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which it was delivered to you, by your 
monftrous mifinformers. 

My Lord, the intercourfe, in which 
my ftation engaged me, for many years, 
with the Dean; my long intimacy with 
his moft intimate friends, and the fre- 
quent vifits to him, which my love and 
gratitude exadtedj enable me to allure** 
your Lordflbip, and the world, (as I do 
in the moft ftncere and lolemn mapner) 
that. nothing ever was more falfe, than the 
informations you received upon this point. 
And that in fadl, females were rarely ad- 
jnitted into his houfe: and never came 
thither, but upon very particular invitati- 
ons; not excepting even Mrs. Johnston: 
and if I were not much more difpofed to 
undeceive your Lordftiip* and do juftice to 
Swift's charadter, than to cavil, I could 
almoft infer fomething like this, from youf 
own words: where you tell us, p. 127$ 
that not any of his Senators prefumed to 
approach him, when he Jignijied his pleafure 
to remain in private: and without inter- 
K ruption, 
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ruption. Your informers fhould have con- 
fidered, how this was confiflent with bis 
boufe, being a conjiant Seraglio from morn- 
ing till night; but the truth is, that not 
one of thofe, you were pleafcd to call his 
Senators, ever prefumed to approach him, 
rill he very particularly fignified his plea- 
# fure, that they fhould: except his near 
# kinfwoman Mrs. Whiteway, who was 
6ften with him ; (but not until the latter 
par^ of his life) : and a friend of hers, 
who fometimes marketed for him, when 
his infirmities called for a more than ordi- 
nary attention to his diet. But who they 
were, that could create the idea of a fi- 
liate in your informers, I folemnly declare, 
I cannot fo much as imagine. And I am 
fully fatisfied, there never was the leaft 
foundation for fo fliimelefs and formal a 
Mhood. 

And yet, my ,Lord, as the honour I 
bear ypu, ftrongly inclines me to aflent 
to your pofitions, where-ever I can; I 
jmuft own, that if keeping a great num- 
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miftrefles, conflitutes the compleat idea 
of a Seraglio: Swift kept a greater, 
and much more extended Seraglio, than 
the Grand Seignior! And I have had 
the honour, to be admitted, (more than 
once) to bear him company in his vi- 
fits to them. But this, I muft add, in 
fupport of the credit of your judgment 
of his conftitution, that his vifits were 
always by day -light: and for the moft 
part, in the moft operand public parts 
of the city. But yet, truth obliges me 
to own, that he alfo vifitcd feme of them, 
fcven in by - alleys, and under arches; 
(places of long fufpe&ed fame.) 

Let me add, that he kept ftridly to that 
lurkijh principle of honouring none, but 
fuch as were bred up, and occupied in 
to laudable employment. One of thefc 
miftrefles fold plumbs; another, hob-nails ; 
a third, tapes; a fourth, ginger-bread; a 
fifth, knitted; a fixth, darned ftockings; 
and a feventh, cobbled (hoes: and fo on, 
K 2 beyond 



Digitized by VJ 



[. r 32 ] 
beyond my counting* And in all this de** 
tail of his amours, I, take upon me to %, 
that the Angularity of his tafte, was as 
remarkably diftinguifhed, as hi& genius 
was, in any, or all his compofitipns. 

One of thefe miftrefles wanted an eye: 
another, a nofe: a third, an arm: a 
fourth, a foot : £ fifth, had all the attrac- 
tions of Agna's Pollipus: and a fixth, 
more than all thofe of ^Esop's hump: 
and all of them as old at leaft, as fome of 
Loui.s the XlVth's miftrefles ; and many 
of them, (for I muft own he had many) 
much older. He faluted them with all 
becoming kindnefs : afked them how they 
did, how they throve : what ftock they 
had? &c. And as miftrefles, all the 
world owns, are expenfive things, it is cer- 
tain, he neyer faw his, but to his coft. If 
any of their ware were fuch, as he could 
poflibly make ufe of, or pretend to make 
ufe of, he always bought fome : and paid 
for every half- penny -worth* at leaft fix- 
pence : and for every penny-worth, a 
' ftulling. 



Digitized by Google 



[ <33 ] 

/hilling. If their falcablcs were of ano- • 
ther nature, he added fomething to their 
ftock : with ftri£t charges of induftry, and 
honefly. And I muft once more own, 
(fot truth exadts it of me) that thefc 
mifbefles were very numerous : infomuch, 
that there was fcarce one ftrect, or alley, 
or lane, . in Dublin* its fuburbsi and itt 
environs, that had not, at leaft, one, or 
more of them *. 

And now, my Lord, I muft, I fear, in 
juftice, retradt one reflection which I paffed 
upon his companion, in . the beginning of 
this work. For, I cannot upon the 
ftri£teft re-confideration, afcribe this prac- 
tice, to any principle lefs confiderable, or 

* Some of thefe we are told (at the bottom of a 
Letter to Do&or Sheridan) he named thus for 
diftin&ion's fake/ and partly for humour; Can- 
ceri^a, Stumpa - Nympha, Pullaqowna* 
J'ritterilla, Flora, Stumpantha.. 

( Pray, my Lord, are Horace's Pyrrhas, and 
LydVas, t<5 be named in a day with thefe? I 
Jiope, When you next make a comparifon between 
Horace ana Swift, you will not forget, that 
*he numbered a Goddefs among the nymphs of his 
,%raglio. 1 

K 3 lefs 
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left amiable, than that of mere compaffion* 
And yet, I cannot Iky, that any, or all 
of them, ever influenced him, either in 
the competition, or publication of any of 
his poems: though I cannot tell, whe- 
ther they might not have occafidned a 
very celebrated Love-£piiUe, from a blind 
man, to -one of Swift's favourite mi- 
ftreffes, called Stumpy, from the fame 
of her wooden, leg. 

I (hall only add, that if charity can cover 
a multitude of fins, I am almoft tempted 
to think, that this Seraglio of Swift's,. 
might, (to human eyes) almoft atone fot 
the finful vanity of one Vanessa : for I 
cannot help acquitting him of the guilt of 
all other commerce with her. 

I cannot conclude, without owning 10 
your Lordfhip, that I fear this is one 
of my black pebble -days: having the 
mortification to find myfclf forced, to 
differ from the latter end of your Letter, 
as much as I do from any other ipart of 
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it. And to declare, that I think Swift's 
little poem to Sheridan, and his defcrip- 
tion of the carbary rocks, fo far from con- 
temptible, that I deem them excellent in 
, their kinds. The firft, from its wit, hu- 
mour, and eafe, and fine penetration into 
Sheridan's true and chara&eriftic ge- 
nius: and the latter^ from its true an(l 
confpicuous fublimity! and for this, I 
appeal not only to the verfes themfelves, 
to the Englijh tranflation : to the Ladies, 
and to all Englijh readers of taftej but 
likewife to the credit of Mr. Dunkin's 
genius, who tranflated it: and is con- 
fessedly bleffed with a fine poetic fpirit: 
*nd fuch as would riot wafte Jtfelf, upon 
any mean or infignificant fubjedt. And J 
am fatisfied, moft Latin critics would 
judge as I do in this point were their 
ears as much accuftomed to the harmony, 
and fublimity of ibme of Lucrjbtius's 
meafures, as they are to thofe of Virgil. 

It will not, I hope, be difagreeable to 
the reader, that I take the liberty to con- 
K 4 elude 
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elude this criticifm on Swift's earberian 
mountains, with an accident which at- 
tended him there ; of as diftinguifhed a 
Angularity, as any in his life, or writings: 
it is this. 

His curiofity carried him to the brink 
of this dreadful precipice, and not con- 
tent with what information his eves could 
give him,- as he flood over it, he ftretched 
himfelf forward at his full length upon 
the rock, to furvey it with more ad- 
Vantage. And attempting to rife up 
again, when his curiofity was as well gra- 
tified as it could; he found, as he told 
me, (for I had it from his own mouth), 
that he loft ground, which obliged him 
to call, in great terror, to his fervants who 
attended him, (for he never travelled, or 
even rode; out, without two attendants) 
to drag him back by the heels: which 
they did, with iiifficient difficulty, and 
fbme hazard. 

; This 
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This, my Lord, will naturally bring to 
your mind, that fine idea of the fatirift, 
who paints out vice to us, as ftanding 
upon a precipice. But the chara&er, I 
think,, ihuft yet be ftronger, more dread- 
^ful, and of confequence more affedting, 
if it be confidered as hanging over it, 
in fuch a manner, that nothing but the 
timely aid of a friendly hand, can re- 
deem, and drag us from it: and that, 
as I believe, too often happens with di£- 
iiculty) and againft the grain. 

• 

/ am, 

My. Lord, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER XII. 

My Lo.rd, 

YOUR many and judicious obferva-, 
tions upon Gulliver's travels* 
leave little, very material or important, to 
any that comes after you. 

I cannot but lament with your Lord- ' 
fhip, that the worid hath received fo little, 
either of information or delight from the 
advantages which a great Genius fbould 
naturally be expected to derive to it, from 
the ifland of forcerers. Nor was I much 
lefs difappointed in the hopes and expec- 
tations I indulged, from the idea of a 
flying ifland: fuch an ifland, in the hands 
of a wife, and good govenor, , prefiding 
over an immenfe extent of dominion, 
wholly dependent upon him, and fubmit- 
ted to him, might well have afforded 
matter of much improvement as well as 
entertainment. 

Methinks 
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Methinks, Something might have been 
imagined in the idea of fuch a govern- 
ment, analogous to that, of God's domi* 
nion over the earth, in various circum* 
fiances of which, the prefidence, appoints 
ment6, and cfcterminations of Providence, 
might be nobly, and delightfully illuitrated* 
But doubdefs, my Lord, this required all 
tlie powers of the greateft Genius, in its 
&H vigour, whereas Swift's genius was 

&e& I feat verging towards the decline. 

» 

At leaft, he hitnfelf feems to think fo, 
in a Letter to Mr. Fo#s 9 dated Dublin, 
September ao t 1733. 

This I apprehend to be a elate fomt 
years antecedent* to the writing of his 
Gulliver's travels. 

IBs words *re thefts 
* * 

€C If I could permit myfelf to believe, 

* ttfcat ydurdviEty mikes you fay, that 

«1 • 
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<c I am ftill remembered by my friends in 
" England-, I am in the right to keep 
K myfelf here — Non fum qualis eram. I 
" left you, in a period of life, when one* 
« year doth more execution, than three at 
" yours : to which, if you add the dull- 
V nefs of the air, and of the people, it 
* ( will make a terrible fum/ 

It is certain, that Swift was now a 
good deal paft that period of life, from 
whence Aristotle dates the decline of 
the human abilities. This period he fixes 
in the forty-ninth year of the human life. 
Which, I apprehend was rather done 
from a fuperftitious opinion of the produdl 
of n the number feven, . multiplied by 
feven, than from any exa£t, and general 
obfervation. And yet, although the obfer- 
vation fhould be general, yet, doubtlefs, 
there may be, and are, r many paticular 
exceptions to it. 

However, I think it is generally agreed 
among wife men ; that few great at- 
tempts, 



Digitized by Google 



[ .*4« ] 

tempts, (at leaft in the learned way) have* 
ever been wifely undertaken, ,ar*d happily 
executed,, after that period. ) . 

. * - ' !: 

Indeed, in undertakings that depend 
chiefly upon experience, and obfervation, 
as in the aflairs of war, and policy * 
many great things, perhaps more, have 
been atchieved with fuccefs, after 'that 
period, than before it. But this I believe 
muft be allowed, that neither the powers 
of the body, nor of the mind, are ordi- 
narily in their full vigour, after that sera. 
And therefore, are feldom fo fuccefsful, 
where either invention, or great labour 
are required. 

And yet I think, it cannot be denied, 
that Swift's genius made as ftrong, and 
vigorous efforts after this time, as ever it 
had done before. But then, I believe this 
will be found, upon enquiry, to have been 
chiefly in works of iatire, in which cafe 
I look upon a great genius, £qfted by 
difappointments: and vexations of various 

kinds, 
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kinds, to be in the condition of a gene- 
rcm$ wine, which, upon a new fermen- 
tation, (after k hath been long fettled 
upon the Ices,) turns vinegar; and by 
that mfcans, gaineth in lharpnefs, what it 
Iofeth in generality. And what is worie, 
by force of that fermentation, turns up 
thofe dregs and foulnefles which were 
before fupprefled. And which indeed, 
made no part of the rich, and generous 
ipirit, which kept them under. 

If this was Swift's cafe, which I 
(hall not take upon me to pronounce : it 
is evident, that many caufes clearly con- ' 
curred to make it fb* 

Firft, his deteftable maxim of vive la 
bagatelle! 

You, my Lord, (peaking of his direc- 
tions to fervants, obferve very judicioufly; 
* c That a man of Swift's exalted genius, 
f Voagitf*tonftantiy to have foared into 
* higher regions." Superior talents fcem 

"to 
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* to have been intended by Providence; 
cc as public benefits : and the perfons who 
4C poffefles fuch blefiings, is certainly an** 
" fwerable to Heaven for thofe endow- 
€C ments, which he enjoys, above the 
cc reft of mankind — the Dean it feems 
f € had not this way of thinking/ 

No, my Lord, he trifled $ and, the 
mind once habituated to trifles, becomes 
gradually (tho* perhaps by degrees fcarce 
ptfceptible) debafed to mean, and infig- 
nificant ideas: and from that moment can 
never rife up td any thing truly great and 
fablime. Quite otherwife; it gradually 
.finks ftep by ftep, lower and lower, till it 
arrives at the bottom of the Bathos y or 
ceafes to all appearance in a blank. 

This evidently appears to have been 
Swift's condition, from that Letter of 
his own to Mr. Gay, quoted by your 
Lordfliip, dated jifigufizSy 173 1, wherein 
he tells him, That the mojt arrant trifles 
of his former writings^ are ferious philofo- 

fhical 
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pbical lucubrations, in comparifon to what 
be now bufies bimfelf about : and his con- 

ski/fof words are; as the world may one 

day fee. 

Another caufe of this decay in his 
underftanding, was that fournefs of temper 
which his difappointments firft created in 
him: and the indulgence of his pafiions 
perpetually increafed. This alfo inflamed 
his fpirit of fatire, and with that his aver- 
fion to mankind. For fatire is a kind of 
anti-flattering glafs, which {hews us nothing 
but deformities, in the objedts we con- 
template in it : and deformities naturally 
create averfions. And all thefe infelicities 
of temper, were remarkably augmented 
after the death of Mrs.JoHNSTos : whofe 
cordial friendfhip, fweet temper, and leni- 
ent advice, poured balm and healing into 
his blood; and kept his fpirits in fome 
temparament : but as foon as he was de- 
prived of that medicine of life, his blood 
boiled, fretted, and fermented, beyond all 

bounds. 
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bounds. And his rcafon gradually fub* 
lided, as his pafiions became predomi- 
nant. 

It was not long before his avarice came 
in aid of his paflions; and in conjun&ioft 
with thofe perfons, who ire faid to have 
defired t6 make a monopoly of him, ba- 
niftied his beft friends from about him : 
for he could not bear that very mode- 
rate expence r of entertaining of them as 
ufual. And this unhappy habit would 
fometimes carry him fo far, as to refufe 
them a fingle bottle of wine. 

The want of this intercourfe, and thp 
folitary condition to which it reduced him, 
deprived him, in a great meafure, both of 
the number of his ideas, and the choice 
of fuch, as a chearful, fele&, ahd learned 
converfation naturally fuggefted to him* 
His paflions impaired hi$ memory, and 
his Jblitude unfurniflied k. * , 

r And to this end, anotheV ciufe alfo 
contributed;^ aiidbftnrate jrefblution, vfrhich 
* > L he 
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he had taken, never to weai 1 fpedadc*. 
A refohition, which the naturil make of 
his eyes, (large and prominent) very HI 
qualified him to fupport. This made 
reading very difficult to him : and the dif- 
ficulty naturally difcouraged him from ft : 
and gradually drew hiih, in a great mea- 
fure, to decline it. And as he was now 
at a lofs how to fill up that time which 
he was before wont to employ in reading, 
this drew him on to exercife, more than 
lie ought : for that he oyer-exef cifed him- 
felf is out of all doubt, . 

His phyficians and , friends, Doctor 
Helsham and Do&or Grattan, fre- 
quendy admoniihed him <of his doing for 
but he paid no fort of regard to their 
monitions. 

The truth is, his fpirit Was fontted 
Vkh a flrohg relu&ance to fhbmiffion of* 
any kind. And he battled almoft as much 
with the infirmities of old age, as he did 
: with die corruptions of the tim^s. He 

walked 
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talked trc&: and the conftaot and .free 
difcharges f>y perfpiratibn froty exercife, 
k$pt jilm clear qf coughs ami rheums, 
and other pffippfiye ^rmi^ies of old age* 
But he carried this contention,, (#s he 
Was apt to do every other) too fan 

This Jncefl^t and intemperate exer- 
cif6, naturally jailed Jiis fle/h, pn$ ex- 
Jbatrfte^ the oil of liis- t^lood an<J His 
! 4?mp .of ltfi? was then in the pppditjoji 

of an UU^teipperqd ^capdle,. wtuefci frel;* 
and flames at oncg : fix$ G^Vjfts itfelf 
in proportion as it frets* 

fit was btmfdf very fe.nfiHe of his 
Condition: an$l .takes np^ice of it in a 
Letter to Dpdtor $#erida*, Mpy zz, 
*73#; ne te W s Wm, " Your Jpfs .of fle(h 
" ,is nqtfiin^, if De made up with .fpirit.' 
"God he)p Jifm who hath neither, f 
"mean myCelf. T r( | ,be,Ueve j (hall Cay 
€i with Horace, Nw twis nforiar. (J 
" ihaU oojt .all dye) for .half my .>ody y 
- " ^eady fpent." 

La But 
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But although he was reduced to that 
emaciated condition ; yet had he no more 
mercy on the half that remained, than 
he before had for the half that was ex- 
haufted. 

• The truth is, he was weary of life : 
and therefore under no folicitude to pro- 
long it. Prefent health was his great 
concern: and he imagined, (although 
erroneoufly) that his courfe of exercife 
contributed to it t and in that perfuafion, 
t efolutely continued it. 

A friend of his, found him in this 
condition one day; and SwifT, putting 
the queftion to him, whether the cor- 
ruptions and villainies of men in power, 
did not eat his flefh, and exhauft his 
spirits? he anfwered,' that in truth they 
did not : he then afked In a fury, why,~^ 
why, — how can you help it, ftow can 
you avoid it ? His friend calmly replied, 
-becaufc I am commanded to the con- 
trary. 
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irary. Fret not tfyfejf becaufe of the un- 
godly. Tliis raifed a fmile, and changed 
the conversation to fomething lefs fevere 
and fewer. 

That his paffions, and over-exercife 
impaired his health, appeared to a de- 
monftration, foon after he was reduced 
to a ftate of ideotifm, and ceafed from 
walking. For then, he remarkably reco- 
vered his flefti, in a fmall time. But that 
his blood was hot reduced to that ftate of 
black-bile, . which phyficians (as you have 
fhewn from Dodlor Mea i>) defcribe to 
be its ordinary condition, in a ftate of lu- 
nacy; nor his brain become dry by it } ap- 
peared clearly from the opening of his 
head, after his death: when his brain 
was found remarkably loaded with water; 
which I have often heard Mr. Stevens, 
an ingenious clergyman of the diocefe of 
puilin, pronounce to be his cafe during 
his illnefs : begging, and intreatfng, his 
friends, and his phyficians, that his head 
plight be trepanned, and the water taken 
L 3 way, 
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away, which he was lure would remove 
his diftemper, and recover his re*fon: but 
his phyficians paid no regard to this judg- 
ment. 

However, that he had certain Abort in-' 
tervals of reafon, may, I think, be plainly 
gathered from the accounts you received 
of him, from fome of hk friends, in his 
fad deplorable ftate c and this farther ac- 
count alfo, which I have from good au- 
thority: that after he had been filent a 
full year, his houfe-keeper went in to him* 
in the morning, on the 30th of Novem* 
ber*, told him it was his birthday, and 
that they were providing bonfires, and 
illuminations, to celebrate it as ufaaL To 
which he anfwered, it is all folly % they 
had better let it alone. 

I Would fain flatter myfelf, that he felt 
at this inft'ant, the folly of his former in- 
dulgence in the pride of parts : ahd felt 
at tile fame time, the juftice of the divine 
chaftiftment upon him, m gradually take- 

Spg 
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ing away thole tallents, which being be- 
ftpwcd for the nobicft purpofes, were too 
often employed, or, to (peak more pro- 
perly, abufed to the mcaneft. And that 
bp did feel die chaftifement, I am fully 
jconwaced, from his own bitter complaints 
to me on that head; lamenting in a 
fanner, that pierced me to the heart, 
tha£ be was an ideot, that be was no more 
a human creature^ &c. 

As a good deal of this Letter hath been 
4aken up, in affigning the natural caufes, 
{without die leaft thought of excluding 
the judicial, mentioned by your Lordfliip) 
of Swift's gradual decay in underftand- 
ing, and final reducement to a ftatc of 
Jidiotifin. Give me leave to conducive 
jthis Letter, - with the condition, and cha- 
raft^r of another gentlemap, who re- 
^marfcabfy improved in his understanding, 
Jb the decline of life } by cultivating a 
dilpofition, employments, and purfuits 
of a contrary nature, to thofe of 

L 4 Thia 
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This gcndeman, - had been in his youth, 
a man of pleafure ; and was* in the 
prime of his underftanding, exalted to a 
learned ftation : from which the violence 
of party depofed him, towards the decline 
of life. 

He then retired to his country-feat, and 
there gave himfelf up to religious reflec- 
tions, upon his paft life; and a courfe 
of reading fuited to them: particularly, 
the ftudy of thofe excellent difequrfes, 
preached in the feveral courfes of the 
Le&ures founded by Mr. Boyj,e, that 
great honour of your great; anceftor ! 

By the perpetual pcrufkl of thefe lec- 
tures, this genideman's mind became lb 
manifeftly improved, ?md enlarged, that 
he became quite another man; and ac- 
quired a new dignity, very fuperior to 
that, which his high ftation had before 
conferred upon him, 

I fpeak this from perfonal, and certain 
«know!ege« And his fon, a man of cx~ 
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cellent understanding, confefled, and de- 
clared the fame thing to me, over and 
over, with great fatisfadtion. Glorious 
Lcdures, that could at once enlarge the 
underftanding, and afoend the heart! 
how delightful is fuch an approach to the 
grave refining in virtue, and progreffive 
in wifdom! 

I have often heard it faid, that no man 
was ever appointed preacher of $ofe lec- 
tures, that did not exceed himfelf in his 
performances on that occafion; far be- 
yond any thing, that he had ever at- 
tempted, or endeavoured before J 

Blefled ftate, of that blefled fpirit, that 
founded them! might not fuch a fpirit 
be properly confidercd, as a kind of Vice- 
gerent to heaven $ diffiifing, and multi- 
plying, true happinefs upon the earth: 
living in an annual, a dayfy, additional in- 
creafe of happinefs, from that day, to this. 
And may he live, (as I doubt not byt he 
will) ip that blefled ftate, long beyond the 

duration 
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duration t£ tie world: which he hath 
Jb Meflcd, and honoured! an example 
of glorious imitation, and emulation to 
mankind : and more particularly to thofc 
ef hU own family* 

My Lord, &c. 

Postscript. 

My Lord, I troubled you in this Letter, 
with an inftance of a gentleman of 
another country, whofe mind was 
remarkably improved, and inlarged, 
in the decline .of life ^ by tinning his 
thoughts to fludics of a nobler naturq, 
than thofe, in which his youth and 
manhood liad been converfant. 

I needed not to have referred you fo 
far from home, for an example 
upon that iieadj when your own 

country 
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Country fupplied you with one, much 
more illuftrious, in the perfon of the 
celebrated Mr. Waller, the poet! 
whofe undemanding, it is agreed on 
all hand*, /vfras in its fall Vigour, to the 
M year : nay, ill trtith> I believe, to 
the laft hour of his life. Nor, is 
this hard to be accounted for? he 
was how, free frorii th* teirkdence 
and diflipation of thofe youthful ap- 
petites,- and pafTictos, which cloud the 
jhind, and intercept the nobleft pro- 
fpe&s, from th^ human eye. *Nor 
Stfbtt tihey fucceeded by that foufnefe 
from croffes, and difeppcontments, 
Whlcfe rontradt, and (as h were) 
ihrivel ftp thfc fdiilj and /hut out 
the nobleft obje&s and fehtertain- 
raents, of a rational, and immortal 
fpirk. C^jitc otherwifc: they fcem 
to have been fucceeded in Mr, Wal- 
ler, by that calm, which <fcfe and 
-affluence, naturally introduce at ithat 
period, into a ftudiou9 and philofb- 
phic minds and beft fit* Tor 4 clear, 

and 
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and fedate attention, to its moft in-* 
terc/Kng, and important purfuits. 

i It appears evidently, from his btf n 
works, that the ftudy of the Scrip- 
tures employ'd his latter years* 

The purpdfe of his Cantos of djvine 
Love, was evidently, to affert the 
authority of the Scriptures : the tran- 
scendent love of God to man, evi- 
denced in the creation $ and yet, 
more tranfeendently evinced in the 
redemption: together with the infi- 
nite, and unfpeakable Heffings, arifing 
from a cordial attachment ta it; and 
an humble,, and adoring veneration 
of it 

His introdu&ory lines, are at leaf!:, as 
fine as thofe of Milton, to his Par 
radifc loft: and thqfe which Con- 
clude his Cantos, upon the fear pf 
God, are written in a ftrain, of as 
much good fenfe, and fine wit^ as 
any that he wrote in the full vigour 
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of life. They will bed Hlaftrate 
their own "excellence; and therefore, 
I am fatisfied, the reader of tafte, 
will not only indulge me^ in fub- 
joining them* but alfo, thailk me 
for fo doing* 

Of Dmne L 0 V E: 

CANTO I. 

rfTbe grecian mufe has all their Gods Jur~ 
; viv'd, 

N$r Jove at us, nor Phoebus is arrivd ; 
Frail Deities, which firjl the Poets, made* 
And then invok'd, to give their fancies aid! 
Yet> if they fiill divert us with their rage, 
What may be bofd for in a better age% 
When not from Helicon's imagirfd 
firing, 

But f acred writ, we borrow "what wi 

$bii with the, fabric of the world begun, 
.Elder than Light, and Jball outlaji the 
Sun. ^ 

Before 
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fttfere I pfpcpfd $« fat Cftwiu4iag line* 
pf fcis C»t9* »P9& *J» for of Pod, 
it jriJJ no$ be ftm$ <p wntiw the 
Ugh ©pinfc»> which # j& cot«fflporary 
poets, had of theft performances: 
as far exceeding every thing elfe he 
had written, which nay be fiocn from 
their feveral poems in praife of themj 
collected in Mr. Dryden's mifcella- - 
nks. As alfo the high opinion, yriuch 
Mr. Dryden himfelf, had of his 
genius, in this laft &ag* of his Ufa. 

The pyf> |aft lines of hfc. W**?*?*., 
Jbpfe wrfcs, cajjed *he ;laft in $e 
IjooJc, ^vere .thefe, — r 

Leaving the old, both worlds at once they 

WW, 

That jiand upon the ,tbreJhold of tU new. 

Uppn which, Mr. ©rypew wrote fcm* 
lines j of mfr*&, I can remember no 
more than mis fragment. 

r Stiff 
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— . Still an the threfbdd ft**d: 
StiU at this dijlance, view the frems'd 
land. 

1h' tbou maylft feem t fo beavnly is Ay 
finfi', 

Not going tbitbtr, but jmjl come frvm 
thence, 

'*The lines with which Mr. Wauer 
concludes his Canto; on the fear cf 
God, are as follows, 

S&toce, my mufel make rat tbefe jrwek 
*beaf t . •• 

£xpo/ing to the world, too large an bop. 
Of «M we read, the facred writ it left s 
Wh&e great truths are, in frwtfl words 
fxprejl: 

• --' • . , ' • 
WrefiUng -with D*a!Tk> tbefe Urns J did 
indite, - 

No other Theme cou'd give my fiul delight, 
Q that my youth had thus. employ' d my penf 
Or that InotowiAi write as well as then t 

But 
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But 'tis of 'grace, iffcknefs, age, and pairt> 
Arefett as throws, when we afe borti again : 
Vimely they come, to wan us from this 
earth-, 

As pangs that wait upon a fecond birth. 

This exaltation of genius, from the 
ftudy of the Scriptures, is, I think, 
very plainly, and obyioufly, to $>e 
accounted, for. Hie mind naturally 
opens and expands, in proportion to 
the grandeut and fublimity of thofc 

> ideas, that attradt, and engage its at- 
tention. And confidering the ftate 
of error and ignorance, in which 
we are immerfed here below ; die 
lbul in fhis world, feems to me, to 
be in the condition of the eye in the 
dark: whofe pupil, then naturally 
dilates, and enlarges itfelf, to take 
in all the rays of light that encom- 
. pafs it. 

1 am, 

My Lord, &e. 

LET- 
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My Lord, 

THE freedom which I took of cen- 
tring Swift's errors in my laffc, 
and foifte former Letters; will, I hope, 
give you full fatisfadtion (if it be poflible 
you fhould want any) that wherever 1 
am fo unhappy as to differ from your 
Lord/hip in my accounts or opinion of 
him, I do it, frdrn the lole impulfe of 
truth, and juftice. And when I pre- 
fume to make additional obfervations, it 
w, where you appear to me to have 
touched too lightly and dwelt too little. 
And this, I apprehend, is the cafe in re- 
lation to the voyage to the Houyhnhnms, a 
piece more deform, erroneous, and (of 
confequence) lefs inftrudtivei and agreea- 
ble, than any of his produ&ions. 

M As 
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As r have marked the paflages that 
jeemed to me mqft faulty, and gave me 
moft offence; I beg leave to point them 
out, as they come in my way: with- 
out any further preface, or apology. 

The pi&ure he draws of the TabGos y 
is too ofFenfive to be copied, even in the 
flighteft fketch. And therefore I fhall 
only obferve, that whilft he is debafing 
the human form to the loweft degree of a 
defiled imagination, he yet allbws fome 
powers in it, of a very diftinguiflied nature. 
Strength, adfcivity, and prodigious agility. 

You, my Lord, have fufficiently ex- 
patiated upon the powers of the human 
mind, which fo remarkably diftinguifh 
and exalt our fpecies above the whde 
animal world; and I am highly delighted 
with your quotation from Shakespear 
upon that head. Give me leave to throw 
out a few hints upon the ftrudhire of the 
human frame: which dembnfiratc that 

alfo 
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alfo very fuperior to the make of. all other 
animals. Iftfemueh that he evidently 
excels every other fpecies, not vaftly ex- 
ceeding himfelf in bulk, and the advan- 
tages arifing from it in every power in 
which they excel all others. He can 
out-run a horfe, (the Hottentots arc 
known to do fo) out-leap an antelope, 
out-fwim a ihark: leap into the fea, 
combat with, and conquer that fierceft 
and moil deftrudti^e of fea-monfters, in 
his own element. 

He can cany a load under his arms, 
and on his fhoulders, which would 
break the back of a horfe. 

He am dart himfelf into the air * turn 
m k, heels over head, inverting the 
/centre of gravity, with an amazing 
power; and then bring his feet firm to 
the ground, with the utmoft fecurity. 
Which no other animal in the univerfe 
can do, nor any thing like it; except the 
*&ion of one kind of fowl, whofe wings, 
M a then 
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then extended in the air, leave nothing 
(urprifing, or extraordinary in the a£Hon. 

I own, I have often gone to fee moft' 
of the famed rope-dancers, and pofture- 
mafters, upon this fole principle of ad- 
miring thofe alnazing powers, with 
which God hath endowed the human 
frame $ and fuch as the moll a&ive, and 
agile of all other animals, can, with the 
litmoft force of human induftry, be 
brought only to imitate very imper- 
fedtly. 

Among other advantages devolved upon 
the human lpecies, above the brutes, 
is, that of the eredt, figure of his body; 
which Swift well knew ; and the reader 
of any fciencc will little need to have 
explained to him. , And yet Swift fa* 
tirifes even this advantage. But he had* 
fenfe enough to put the objection made 
to it, into the mouth of a Houybnbnm, 
who could know no better. 
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. If it be aflced to what purpofe this 
difplay of powers in the human make? 

I anfwer, to demonftrate the divine 
wifdom, in preparing fuch a body for 
the habitation of a rcafonable foul, in 
which only it could exert all its faculties, 
to all the purpofes of a reaforiable crea- 
ture condemned to fupport his life by 
labour, and arts of various kinds: as alio 
to fliew, the fuperiority of man, in every 
relpedt. 

Next to man, a horfe is generally 
allowed the noblcft animal of the inferior 
world. And yet what a clumfy condition 
does the human foul appear to be in, 
when fuppofed to be lodged ih that form, 
utterly incapable of the meaneft of thofe 
innumerable and important a&ions, and 
offices, which diffinguifh the loweft 
cltfsof mankind. 

This voyage is conlidered as a fatire 
of Swift's upon the human frame. I 
M 3 would 
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would fain hope, that it was intended 
only as a fatire upon human corruptions: 
be that afc it may, k k moft certainly in 
effedt a panegyrick upon the human frame, 
by ihewifig^the utter inability even of the 
nobleft ftru£tureof inferior animals: to an- 
swer the purpofes of a reafonabie life in 
this world. To anfwer even theloweft, 
and meaneft of thofe purpofes. The utmoft 
capacity, wkh whic^even Swift, with 
all his wit and invention, was a6le to 
endow his Houybnhnms, was that of 
carrying a little oats between his hoof 
and his fetlock : and what a fine figure 
moSt he make, even in that adfcion, hob- 
ling awkwardly, upon three legs ! 

He talks indeed of their untying the. 
Taboos, and giving Gulliver a bowl 
of milk: but was far from being able 
to endow them with the power of doing 
either. 

He places them in houfes, which they 
could not build > and feeds then* witfc 

corn, 
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corn, which they could neither fow 
rior reap, nor fave. He gives them cows, 
which they could not milk, and depofits 
that milk in veflels, which they cotild 
not make, &c. 

But it were time thrown away, to ex- 
pofe the weaknefs of his attempts, to equal 
the Houyhnbnm ftru&ure to the human : 
nor could they be ferious to any other 
purpofe than that of abandoned fatire. 

Let us examine next, into the qualities 
and p6wers, with which he endows their 
mind. 

He dilHnguiflies their manners by two 
qu^dities; decency, and cleanBnefs: by 
which he plainly confeffes, that both! arc 
the natural efFe&s of reafon. And yet 
he, at the fame time, demonftrateshimfelf 
to be mentally loft to both! what then 
becomes of his rational faculty ? he gives 
ckanlinefs to creatures, who have no 
Capacity of clcanfing themfelvcs. an<f 
M 4 deprives 
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deprives the only being of it, that hath 
that capacity. 

The offenfive fmell with which he 
poifons them, and every thing about 
them, is ordinarily the natural effedfc of 
great negligence, in the article of cleanli- 
nefs > and the providential chaftifement of 
it : and yet he charges it upon the nature 
of the Taboos-, forgetting how he had 
before endowed his favourite Va n e s s a ; 
when Venus had fprinkled her with 
nedtar, from her fprig of dmeranfkine 
flowers. 

From whence the tender Jkin ajfumes % 
A fweetnefs above all perfumes: 
From whence a cleanlinefs remains % 
Incapable of outward Jlains. 

He charges them with monftrous claws, 
which can be of no ufe, but to offend, 
and injure their fellows : forgetting, that 
at the fame time, he made their hands . 
as ufelefs, to any of - their proper pur- 
poles 
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pofes (even , that of climbing, with which 
he endows them) as if they were man- 
darines of China: a nation the fillyeft, 
of all the lilly pretenders to wifdom, 
that ever difgraced pride! cftimating 
the fuperiority of their mental powers, 1 
by impairing thofe of the body; dis- 
abling the better fort of one iex in their 
feet, and thofe of the other, in their 
hands. 

He endows his Houyhnhnms with friend- 
ship and benevolence j the neceffary 
confequences of reafon: and yet, he 
almoft profefled himfelf devoid of both. 
Amazing debarment! 

And he deprives them of all thofe 
tender paflions, and affections, without 
which, life would be a load: and which, 
when he loft, his own became fo. 

And yhat are the effe&s of thofe fu- 
petior powers of unbiafed reafon, with 
which he endows; them? they met once 
* year, to run> and leap* and plunge 

them- 
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themfelves in cold water; and once in 
four years to make laws which nobody 
was bound to obey. 

For the reft, his whole reafoning tends 
to no other purpofe, than to eftaUifh 
that principle, long fince exploded in the 
fchools: that would yifer, die difufe 
of all things moft valuable and defirable 
in the world, from their abufe. Kings, 
minifters, laws, phyfick, wine, riches, 
love, Csfc. But what he means by the 
acutenefs of his mafter Houybnbnm, which 
daily convinced him of a thoufand faults 
in himfelf, whereof he had not the leaft 
perception before ; and which, with us, 
would never be numbered, even among 
human infirmities, I confefs, I can neither 
comprehend, nor conceive. 

Upon the whole, I am clearly of 
opinion, that he would more effectually 
have endeavoured to amend mankind, 
by putting the virtues, and the iuked 
pradtice o# one, even imaginary good 

man, 
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man, in a fair and amiable light, than 
by painting the depravities of the whcd* 
fpecics in the moft odious colours, and 
Altitudes ! who would not wifh rather 
to be the author of one Arcadia, than 
fifty Laputas LiltipuU* and Hmbnbnm. 

I am fully fatisfied, that exaggerate! 

fatire, never yet did any good, nor ever 
will. The only fatire that can do any good 
is that which {hews mankind to them- 
felves, in their true light j and expofes 
thofe follies, vices and corruptions of. 
rfverykind, in all their abfurdities, defor- 
mities, and horrors, which flattery, felk 
love, and paffions of any kind, had hither- 
to hid frofti their eyes. That magnifying- 
glafs, which enlarges all the deform fea- 
tures into monftrous dimentions, defeats 
its own purpofe : for no man will ever 
know his own likenefc in k : and, con- 
fequently, tho* he may be fliocked, he 
will not be amended by it. 

f cannot help thinking, that if Swift 
had recovered one hour of rational reflect 

tion 
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tioo, after the fignal chaftifement of 
his total infatuation, he would have num- 
bered his latter works, among the follies 
of his life; and lamented himfelf in a 
ftrain fomething like thofe lines, which 
I have fomewhere met with. 

O life bow art thou made a fcene 9 

Of follies firjl and la/l ; 
Rejoicing in the prefent train* 

Repining at the pafl. 

I am lick of this fubje&i and now 
have done with every thing relating to 
Swift, except fome particularities in his 
conduit and character, which could not 
have fallen under your notice, and yet 
may be of fome ufe to be known, which 
will draw upon you the trouble of ano- 
ther Letter or two, from 

Tour moj faithful 

and mojl obedient 

bumble fervant. 

P 0 ST~ 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Upon refle&ion, my Lord, I am greatly 
furprifed, that in writing- of the 
Taboos, and the defilement of Swift's 
imagination upon that fubjed, I 
ftiould fay nothing of himfelf; who 
was of a chara&er fo very contrary 
to thofe hateful animals, which he 
fo flrangely brutalized, even below 
brutality* 

The truth is, that he was in his perfon/ 
one 'of the cleanlieft men that ever 
lived; cleanly in every character and 
circumftance of that perfonal virtue, 
to the uttnoft exa&nefs, and even 
feminine nicety. 

His hands were not onlyWafhed, as thofc 
of other men, with the utmoft care, 
but his nails were kept pared to the 
quick, to guard againft the leaft ap- 
pearance of a fpeckupontherti. And as 
he walked much, he rarely dreffed 

him- 
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himfclf, without a bafbn of water 
by his fide, in which he dipt a towel, 
and cleanfed his fest with the utmoft 
exa&nefs. 

He was not only remarkably cleanly, 
in his own pcrfon, but alfo a great, 
conftant, and earneft recommender 
of it to others : particularly the ladies 
of his acquaintance. 

- He liad a fixt perfuafiofi, that a certain 
degree of exercife was abfolutely nc~ 
ceffary, not only to health, but alfo 
to cleanlinefs. To keep thofe pores 
of the ikin free and clear, by which 
the great and important difcharges of 
our frame, by infenfible perfpiration, 
are performed. And without which, 
the human frame cannot be preferved 
in any thing like its original perfec- 
tion and purity* 

Upon this principle, no queftion oftner 
recurred to his acquaintance of the 

other 
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bther fex, than this. Why do not you 
exereife? Why do not you exeicife? 
You Ladies pique yourfelves upon no- 
thing more, than an exadt cleanlinefs, 
and its confequence, fweetnefs* and 
nothing can bewifer, or better judged, 
than your doing fo. But why will 
you not ufe the means, the proper 
means, to thofe defirable ends ? upon 
my confcience, if you do not exereife, 
you cannot have the benefit, or ad- 
vantage of either. 

How then lhall we, confiftendy with 
his own example and advice, how can 
we account for his branding the Ta- 
boos with fo contrary a chara&cr, un- 
lefs from his own very falfe definition 
of a nice man : or elfe (I had almoft 
faid) from the prudery of cleanlinefs ? 

But I retradt the thought ; he had no- 
thing in the Ieaft degree, hypocritical, 
or affc&cd in him ; unlefs the affec- 
tation, of dif^laiming all the ap- 
pearance 
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pearance of pifety, for fear of bringing 
its reality into qufeftion. It could 
proceed then from nothing, but either 
that general mifanthropy, which he 
' had unhappily contracted or an opi- 
nion, that he had a right to fatirife 
a vide, (for floth and all its iffue, arc 
at leaft perfonal vices) from which 
he himfelf was ib remarkably clean. 

But however, the fatire upon vice and 
the amendment of mankind by it, 
was his main view even in that abomi- 
nable pidhire, which he drew of 
the Taboos ; may, I think, be fairly 
concluded from his own verfes on the 
death of the Doctor Swift, which 
he puts in the mouth of an impartial 
man. 

As for his works y in verfe and profe, 
I own myfelf no judge of ihofe. 

Nor can I tell what cri ticks thought 'em, 
But this I know* all people bought 'em : 

A$ 
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As with a moral view defign'd, t 

*to cure the vices of mankind. 

And again, 

Perhaps I may allow the Dean 

Had too much fatire in bis vein, 

And feenid determrid not to Jlarve it$ 

Becaufe no age could more deferve it~-~ 

Yet malice never was bis aim : 

He lajb'd the vice, but f par d the name. 

Jlis fatire points at no defetl, 

But what all mortals may correff* 

Now it is evident that his fatire upon the 
Taboos, comes clearly within this laft 
character. 

This is his comment upon his own in- 
tentions. And a man of his integrity 
and truth, hath an undoubted right 
to be believed upon his declaration 
of that integrity, 

N Upon 
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Upon this principle, I flatter myHf, 
that I (hall find foil credit in this 
declaration, that I am very truly, 



Tour Lordship's 



m$ faithful, &c. 



L E 
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LETTER XIV. 

My Lord, 

IN your nineteenth Letter, where you 
foWn a fhort comparifon betweea 
Swift and Pope ; you obferve of the 
kttef , that bis manners were delicate, eafy, 
And engaging : and be treated bis friends 
with a politenefs that charmed, and a gene- 
rofity that was much to bis honour. Every 
gueji was made happy within bis doors : 
pleasure dwelt under his roof, and elegance 
prejided at his table. DoSior Swift was 
of a different difpojition. 

It muft be owned, indeed, that Swift 
treated his friends in a very different 
manner : but yet moft certainly, not with 
lefs elegance, politenefs, or generality. 
Although for the moft part under the 
contrary appearances. 

N a His 
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His way was, inftead of preffing or 
courting, rather to affect a kind of re- 
luctance, and fear of his being devoured 
by their eating and drinking with him. 

His meat was but little, yet much 
more than Mr. Pope's: and his wine, 
out of all proportion, more: and excel- 
lent in its kind. And yet never beyond 
thd moft rational bounds of temperance. • 

The truth is, he had not the lcaft 
turn, or inclination to intemperance of 
any kind. His tafte was juft, in the 
main: though, I think, not remarkably 
critical. 

I have often heard him declare, that 
if a phillip of his finger would fupport 
nature, he would never give himfelf the 
leaft trouble, about the moft delicate food 
upon earth. 

Here it is evident, he did not refemWc 
Horace : nor can he either on this, or 
any other account, be juftly numbered 
•f Epicurus's herd. 

i 
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I have alio often heard both him, 
and another perfon, mention the manner 
of living at Mr. Pope's. 

There never Was more than one pint 
of wine called for at night, among four 
of them$ of which Mr. Pope having 
drank one or two litde glaflcs, got up* 
and going to-bed, called to hem, Well 
gendemen, I wilh you a good night, I 
leave ^ou to your wine. 

I have already laid, that S w i f t's 
meat was but litde : by which cxpref- 
fion I meant, that it was lb, compara- 
tively, with the ufual entertainments of 
that country. It was at all times very 
moderate : and when thofe perfons which 
he diftinguUhed in a particular manner, 
as Lady Eustace, Mrs. Moore, fife, in- 
vited themlelves to dine with him (which 
they mull do, or want a dinner for him) : 
he always advanced to them money 
enough to buy a dinner, at a certain 
rate for each : not exceeding one (hilling 

»3 * 
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ahead; and would contend hard, that 
no more than fix - pence, fhould be 
allowed for the brat: fo he called I^ady 
Eustace's daughter, now Mrs. 

TlCKIiL. 

This known character of Swift's, 
occafioned fbme humorous epigrams $t 
that time : which, very poffibly, might 
not haye reached your Lorctthip. 

Swift's predeceffor, Poftor John 
Stern, was vejy hofpitable: but not 
much diftinguiflied for tafte, either in 
wine, or victuals ; plenty was all that he 
jregarded. Swift's cha^ad^r, in thefc 
articles, hath already been fhewn ; whicji 
Opcaftoned the following epigrams, which 
were written in the * windows .of the 
Deanery. 

j4re (hi guejls of this boufe y foil doom 9 J 

to be cheated t 
Sure the fates have decreed, they by bahts 
. Jhall ie, treated. '>> 
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In the days of good Jom, if ym ami 

here to dine, 
You bad ftote of good meat, no choice of 

good mnfi* 
& Jonathon's days, if you, erne here 

to gat, 

Tbu've choice of good wear, no ftope of 
good mat. 

O Jove, then bov? fvMy might off fides 
Ufrjl> . . ' 

Would? ft thou ha comply with thif humble 
requefit . 

Tut both Deans in one, or if that?* too 

musk trouble, 
Inftead of the Deans, make- the Deanery 

double. 

ANOTHER: ' 

'4 s *rd, on <wfam Fhqekus Ait Jfcrit 
beJlow% ■ w . . . 

to qckuo^gethe bawfy.fc op'4: 
fbtmd out a new- mtffrd, at we of 

confeffing, 

And making the moftoffo mighty a blef 
jug. 

N 4 . To 
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To the God he'd be grateful, but mortals 

be'dcboufe, 
By making bis patron prejide in bis boufe. 
And wifely forefaw, this advantage from 

thence, 

That the God would in honour, bear mofi 

of tU expence. 
So the bard be finds drink, and leaves 

Phoebus to treat, 
With the thoughts be infyires, regardlefs 

of meat. 

Hence they that come hither, expelling t$ 
dine, 

'Are always fobbed off with Jheer-wit t and 
< fbeer-wine. , 

My Lord, I had almoft forgot to 
tell you, that thofc little poems produced 
a copy of verfes from Swift, as genteel, 
and finely imagined, irf his way, as any 
he ever wrote: but as I imagine they 
are publifhed in fome of the editions of 
his works, I (hall hot now trouble eitfafcr 
you or the world with them. 

. The 
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The title was, 

APOLLO to the DEAN. 

And they began thus. v 

f n^jr , W fo forth, we give you 
to know, 

That we're very ill us*d, by you mortals be* 
low, &c. 

Your Lordfliip obferves, among other 
parts of Swift's charter, that ta 
his dome/tics he was paflionate and 
diuriifh. 

It muft be owned he was fo, my Lord; 
but churlifh only in appearance: for he 
was, in truth, one of th6 beft matters in 
die world. He allowed his fervahts board- 
wages, at the higheft rate then known: 
which was four {hillings a-week. And 
if he employed them about any thing 
new or extraordinary out of the ordi- 
nary 
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nary courfe of their fcrvice, he always 
paid them, as he would any other por- 
fons, to the full value of their work: 
and thefe emoluments, with the frag- 
ments from his table^ he expedted fboqjd 
maintain them in vidtuals, and every thing 
elfe, but the liveries ?ytoch he gaye 
them. And if they had not frugality 
enough to keep within this compafs, it 
was judged reafon fufficient for dif- 
charging them. 

On the Qther hand, as foon as tjiey 
tad faved a full year's wage$, he con^ 
Handy paid them legal interefl for it; 
and took Angular delight in feeing it 
accumulated to a fum> that might fet 
them up. in tl^e world, in cafe he 4^4^ 
pr they found k advifatye ta qpit hi? 
forvico: which thoy feldoa* ^d- 

Among other femnts of various cha- 
racters, he had a cook-maid of a large 
fize, and very robuft confliturion : and 
fftch a face, as in die ftifc of Ladfcs, 

would 
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would be teqned plpin: that \s, nwk 
roijghcd w/tk tjie fm?dl - pw, ajid Jur r ; 
rowed by age. ■ - 

1 This woman he always diftiqgj^ie^ 
by the appellation of fweet-lteart. 

* » 

She happened ope day '.to bver-roaft^ 
to a great degree, the only joint he had* 
for dinner } yppn which, ; he fei# up for 
her } ancj in 3 vf ry calm tone, fytct-tywt; 
tqkG this down tq the kitefren, «an4 da jfr 
lefs: flie a^wered, that ir^poflitde.; ; 

Pray, fays he, if you had'roafted it top 
little, could you have mended that fault ? 
flie faid, flie (CQpld with ^afc Why th?n, 
fepeeUbeart) lgt me advifc yq$, if you ipwft 
commit a fault, cpmrait a fault that can: 
be oiqided. ; 

Thep turning to the company, hp 
cried ; You fee, gentlemen, how | bear 
this $ an4 yet t I q^n afliire yqu, this w^s 
the yety thing that trie4 Job's patieiics 

and 
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and got the better of it, when none of 
his other calamities could ; to Wait for hid 
vidtuals, as we have done, a great while* 
and then have them fent up to him 
roafted to rags. 

But this was long before the outra- 
gious reign of his paffions. 

I have heard the Dean often charged 
with ill-nature : indeed I cannot remem- 
ber any one inftance of that kind. But, 
I believe, I might recoiled many of a 
contrary kind. I fhall trouble your Lord- 
ihip with one only. 

A lober, well-behaved young man of 
his choir, going out one day a (hoot- 
ing, met with a very unhappy accident 
from his gun. As foon as Swift was 
informed of it, (which happened to be 
at a time when I was fitting with him) 
he exprefled great concern : and paufing 
a litde, well, fays he, this will be a good 
times, at once to reward merit, and re- 
lieve 
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licve diftrefs: I will make him a Vicar: 
and accordingly did fo in the inftant. 

Having mentioned his choir, I think 
this a proper opportunity of obferving 
upon his conduft towards them, as 
Dean. 

Having no /kill in mufick himfelf, he 
always advifed with perfons that had, 
before he preferred any man in his choir. 
The perfon he chiefly confulted with, 
and confided in on thofe occafions, was 
Doctor John Eclin: as compleat a man, 
and as fine a gentleman, as any of his 
age. Be/ides his fkill in polite literature, 
and that of his own profeffion (divinity) 
he was highly diftinguifhed for mathe- 
matical learning: and had a thorough 
knowlege and fine tafte, in that branch 
of it, which treats of mufick; 

He was a perfon, who fet (among 
other things excellently well done) 
Swift's celebrated Cantata, in a man- 
ner 
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ner, tohich ftdthlng ever did, or can; 
excel.' 

Though SwIft had no fkill in mu- 
fick, nor ear for its beauties; yet he 
had ear ehough, for a moft ridiculous 
and droll imitation of it: which fuffi- 
ciently appeared from the inftru&ions he 
gave about the fetting of that Cantata: 
and from another accident which hap- 
pened one Sunday evening, when I was 
prefent, among fome' other of Swift's 
friends. 

1Tom. Rossengrave was juft then 
returned from Italy: and Do&of P*att, 
then provoft of the College, who was 
not long returned from thence, and was 
far gone in the Italian tafte ; had gone that 
morning to St. Patrick'*,, fo hear him 
play a voluntary, and was in high rap- 
tares in praife of it. Upon which, fome 
of the company wiflied they had heard 
it; Swift cried out, you fhall hear it 
this minute; 111 fing it for you. And 

* imme- 
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immediately fang out as ridiculous, and 
as lively an imitation of it as evet wa$ 
heard: full as ridiculous as Clynck's * 
imitation of a huntfman, and a pack 
of hounds. Upon which, the company 
burll into a loud pale of laughter: all 
but one old gentleman, who looked feri- 
ous all the time: and being a/ked how 
he could keep his countenance, very 
gravely anfwered; That he had heard Mr. 
Rossengrave hlmfelf, play it in the 
morning. An anfwer, which you may 
Well imagine did not lefien the mirth. 
Nothing was ever more critical, or con- 
fcientious than Swift was, in promot- 
ing the members of his choir, according 
fc> their merits. An inftance of this I 
had from a perfon prefent when the 
thing happened. 

My Lady Carteret, then fa Dublin, 
applied to him for a Vicarage, in favour 
e£ a man who had been warmly recom- 
mended to her, and whom me as 
* Tlit famous ClVnch ef Smut. 

warmly 
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warmly recommended to him. His an- 
fwcr was; 

Upon my confidence, madam, if you 
applied to me for a Deanery, or a Bifliop- 
rick, and it were in my power to give it, 
you fhould have it in an inftant. Becaufe 
thofe are preferments where merit is 
no way concerned. But in this, madam, 
my confidence, and my credit, interpofc. 
For this man's merit is to be brought 
to the teft every day. And how muft 
I appear, either to my own confcience, 
Or to the eye of the world, if I prefer 
undeferving perfbns to fuch /tations ! 
I know nothing of mufick, madam; I 
would not give a farthing for all the 
mufick in die univerfe. For my own 
part, I would rather fay my prayers 
without it. But as long as it is thought 
by the Ikilful, to contribute . to the dig- 
nity of the publick worfhip, by the 
bleffing of God it fhall neyer be dif- 
graced by me: nor, I hope, by anjr 
#f my fiicceflbrs; as long as this poor, 

oppref- 
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oppreffed church of Ireland lafts, which 
I think (as things go) cannot be long. 

My Lord, I intended to have taken 
my final leave both of you and Swift 
in this place > but find I cannot do it fo 
loon. 

I find fuch an impreflion upon my 
mind, as we ufually feel upon the laft 
parting with friends we love ; and there- 
fore it is natural to ftrive to detain them 
a litde longer* 

Belides, I think, I have fomething 
more to lay of Swift, which your 
Lordfhip will always be glad to remem- 
ber; and this is my beft apology for 
adding another trouble to this, from, 
my Lord, 

Tour mo/l faithful, 

and moft obedient, &c. 

Q POST* 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Having, in the preceding Letter, given- 
lbme account of Swifts conduit to- 
wards his fervants, I muft own, to my 
fhame, that I had almoft totally for- 
gotten to mention the monument eredled 
to one of them, in the fouth ifle of his 
cathedral, in a fmall piece of ftatuary- 
marblej with this infcription. 

Here lieth the body of 
Alexander Magee, fervant to Dodtor 
Swift, Dean of St. Patricks. 

■His grateful mafter caufed this monument 
to be cre&ed in memory of his difcre- 
tion, fidelity, and diligence, in that 
humble ftation. 

Ob. Mar : "24, 172 1 . Etat. 29. 

This was the fervant well known to all 
Swift's friends, by the name of Saun- 
ders; which was the appellation by 
which Swift always nailed him. 

The 
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The Dean was remarkably kind to 
him throughout the courfe of feveral 
years, lpent in his fervice; and more 
particularly throughout the qourfe of 
a tedious illnefs, under which he la- 
boured for many months before f he 
died. 

The candid reader will, I hope, forgive 
me, that I add this little anecdote. * 

In the original draught, which I faw 
in the Dean's own hand-writing, it 
flood thus — 

—His grateful Friend, and matter, &c. 

A gentleman of the Dean's acquain- 
tance, much more diffinguifhed for 
vanity than wifdom, prevailed upon 
him to leave out the word Friend, 
and only write, his grateful mafter; 
and this in contradiftion to a known 
maxim of his own 5 that an affec- 
O 2 donate, 
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donate, and faithful fervant, ftiould 
always be confidered in the character 
of an bumble friend. 

Go, gentle reader, and imitate, if 
thou canft, the humility and gratitude 
of fuch a mafter. 



LET- 



Digitized by Google 



[ *97 ] 



LETTER XV. 

My Lord, 

THE indignation which always 
feized me upon looking into 
thofc poems of Swift's, which have 
given moft offence, and apparently not 
without good reafon: hindered me till 
very lately, from ever reading them over. 
But upon reflection, I thought it incum- 
bent upon me, as I had in fome meafure 
taken up the character (I will not fay 
of a critic, but of a candid obferver) 
upon the feveral reflexions that have been 
paft upon him in the world : to examine, 
and confider more carefully, thofe parts 
of his writings, which have been moft 
cenfured; and which I had before paft 
over in difguft. And, upon the whole, 
the judgment that refts upon my mind, 
after the moft candid difquifition into 
them, is this. 

O 3 That 
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That they are the prefcriptions of an 
able phyfician, who had, in truth,, thq 
health of his patients at heart, but laboured 
to attain that end, not only by ftrong 
emeticks, but alfo, by all the moft 
naufeous, and offenfive drugs, and potions, 
that could be adminiftred* But yet not 
Without a mixture of the fineft ingredients 
that could poffibly be imagined, and 
contrived, to take off the offence, which 
the reft fo juftly gave. 

Give me leave to inftance in two 
paflages of his poem called Strephon 
and Cx-oe. 

The firft is, as follows, 

Fair decency, celejlial maid, 
Defcend from heavn, to beauty $ aid % 
Tbo* beauty may beget defre, 
'Tis thou mufi fan the lover 9 s fire : 
For beauty, like fupreme dominion^ 
Is bejl fupported by opinion : 
If decency bring nofupplies, 
Opinion falls, and beauty dies. 

The 
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The next is in the eight concluding 
lines of the fame poem. 

On fenfe and wit yourpajppns found \ 
By decency cemented rounds 
Let prudence with good-nature firive, 
To keep efieem, and love alive. 
Then come old age when e'er it will, 
Tour friendship Jhall continue fill: 
Aid thus a mutual gentle fire, 
Shall never, hut with life, expire. 

Although many other parts of this 
poem will be read with pain; thefe, I 
think, ~ and fome others, muft always 
be remembred with pleafure and profit: 
and muft be confidered under the charac- 
ter of fuch medicines, as not only tend 
to remove the diftemper in his patients, 
and ftrengthen their conftitutions againft 
them, for the future; but alfo, as pre- 
ventives, plague-water, and other anti- 
peftilential prefcriptions ( by Phylicians 
called alexipharmacks) to guard others 
from the infection. 

O 4 My 
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My Lord, if I remember rightly, you 
have very judicioufly obferved, upon 
Swift's great attention to the (economy 
of his cathedral; infomuch, that he 
would not fufFer a (hilling of it to be 
alienated from its proper ufe ; even for 
the purpofes of charity. If any thing of 
that kind was propofed, his anfwerwas, 
that this money was appropriated; but 
he would give out of his own pocket, 
in proportion to his income, as much 
towards any charitable purpofe as any 
of them would, in proportion to theirs. 
Then turning to the perfon that made 
the propofal. 

You Sir, declare upon your confeience, 
that the perfon you now delire to be re- 
lieved, is a proper objefl of chriftian 
charity. My Deanery is worth feven 
hundred pounds a year; your Prebend 
worth two ; if you will give two fhillings 
to this charity I will give feven ; or any 
greater fum in the fame proportion. 

His* 
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His attention to the repairs of his ca- 
thedral was very remarkable ; and, I be- 
lieve, it will be found, upon enquiry, that 
greater fums have been applied to the folid 
fupport, prefervation and ornament of that 
cathedral, in his time, that in any pre- 
ceding period, from its building. 

The truth is, my Lord, honefty al- 
ways was confpicuous, and predominant 
in his whole conduct ; and he carried 
it even to the article of converfation ; 
in which, he thought, every man had 
as much right to his fhare, as he had 
in any other commerce, or tranfattion 
of life. As much as he had to his 
fhare of the victuals at the table. And 
this he hath illuftrated in that fine 
part of the poem to a Lady, who de- 
jired him to write verfes on her, in the 
heroic Jlile. 

You mufi learn, if you would gain us, 
With good fenje to entertain us. 

Scholars^ 

\ 
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Scholars j when good fenfe defcribing, 
Call it tafiing and imbibing. 
Metapboric meat and drink, 
Is to underftand and think. 
We may carve fon others thus, 
And let others carve for us. 

To difcourfe and to attend. 
Is to help yourjelf and friend. 
Converfation is but carving : 
Carve to all, yourfelf are fiarving. 
Give no more to every guefi 
Than he's able to digeji. 
. Give him always of the prime y 
And but little at a time. 
Carve to all but jujl enough, ■ 
Let them neither Jlarve nor Jlujf. 
And that you may have your due, 
Let your neighbours carve for you. 

And I am told that he hath com- 
plained of the avarice, and monopoly 
of others, in "that article, particularly of 
Mr. Prior. And that being afked, if 
he did not think Mr. Prior a very good 

» CQHVy 
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companion, he anfwered, He would 
certainly be a very good companion if 
he were a fair one. But he leaves n$ 
elbow room for others. 

Swift's own condudt was ftridtly con- 
formable to this maxim of his own* 

I never /peak more than one minute at 
a time, and when that is done, I wait at 
leaft as long for other s, to take up the con* 
verfation: but if they do not think fit to 
do jo, I then have a right to begin again* 

After honefty, charity, I think, took 
up the next place in his heart. And 
that of his lending out a large Aim of 
money in fmall portions, to honeft, in- 
dubious, and neceflitous tradefmen, was 
very confpicuous. He lent it out at a 
very fmall intereft; and fuch as barely 
fufficed for a very moderate maintenance, 
or rather gratuity^ to the perfon who kept 
the account of the dtfburfements and 
weekly payments, 

Thefe 
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Thcfe payments he expedted fhould 
be made out of the weekly profits of their 
trade, till the whole was repaid, within 
the compafs bf fifty weeks — This, my 
Lord, will, I believe, be allowed one of the 
moft chriftian, focial, arid well-judged 
charities, that ever was devifed. 

It hath been, indeed, objedted to it, 
that it was calculated to keep up his 
popularity with the weavers! but this, 
to my certain knowlege, is utterly falfe. 
For it was equally open to every other 
trade in the city; and required no other 
recommendation, than that of an honeft, 
and neceflitous induftry. 

I have often wondered at Swiff's 
being charged with irreligionj when 
he hath left fo many clear proofs of the 
contrary behind him; fome of thoie 
I have already mentioned, and might 
mention many more. But that of his 
birth-day ode to Stella, 1726-7, abun- 
dantly 
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dandy fupercedes the neceffity of any 
other proof, of his true chriftian belief. 

Even you, my Lord, have hinted 
that an idle paflage in the voyage to LillU 
put, glanced at the refurre&ion* 

I have, confidered it ferioufly; and 
can only number it among thofe wild An- 
gularities, with which he hath taken 
more than fufficient pains, to furnifh 
thofe imaginary, and unimportant travels ! 

I have often wondered, why great 
wits have fo often given offence upon 
the article of religion ; and am of opinion 
that a friend of mine hath hit upon 
the true caufe. His reafoning was thus. 

Wits, he faid, were that denomination 
of men, which of all others moft needed 
the conftant ufe of the Lord's-Prayer, 
becaufe they were much more in the 
power of temptation, than any others. 

Wit, he faid, loved to be feen, as 
much as beauty. Is that talent which 

delights 
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delights above all others, to vaunt itfelf ; 
and feeks out for itfelf more occafiona 
of doing fo, than any other* It is a 
quick -lighted faulty, which finds out 
allufions and refemhlances of things, 
fbemingly moft diftant and unlike: and 
when it hath found them out, its 
greateft delight is to fhew them: and there- 
fore can feldom refift the pride, and 
pleafure of doing fo* be the fubjeft 
what it will, or the occalions never fo 
improper. 

The faculty of wit, is to find like- 
nefles, not diicern differences. 

I fhall trouble your Lordfhip, but 
with two other particularities relating to 
Swift. 

One was, his lingular attention -to the 
ftyle of every man that preached in his 
church. 

As fbon as any one got up into the 
pulpit, he pulled out his pencil, and a 

piece 
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piece of paper, and carefully noted every 
wrong pronunciation, or expreffion, th^t 
fell from him. Whether too hard, or 
fcholaftic (and of confequence, not fuf- 
ficiently intelligible to a vulgar hearer) 
or fuch as he deemed, in any degree, 
improper, indecent, fiovenly, or mean,; 
and thofe, he never failed, to admonifh 
the preacher of, as loon as he came 
into the chapter-houfe. A condudt which 
I believe, you, my Lord, will judge of, 
as I do: and conclude, it muft be of 
great confequence to all the preachers 
that came within his reach; efpecially 
the younger fort. 

The other point, I beg leave to mention, 
was his ftri&, religious attention to the 
revenues of his Deanery, for the benefit 
of his fucceflbrs. Infomuch that he 
never failed to facrifice his own prefent 
emoluments, to the reafonable profpedte 
of a future, fufficient maintenance for 
them: which you alfo have taken no- 
tice of : yet let me add, that one inftance 

of 
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of this appeared moft remarkably in the 
great decline, and almoft total decay of his 
understanding. 

He had refolved, many years before, 
never to renew a certain leafe of lands 
belonging to the Deanery, without raifing 
the rent thirty pounds a year. 

The tenant had often applied to him 
for a renewal upon other terms ; but to 
no purpofe. And finding now, that 
Swift's underftanding was in the decay; 
and his avarice remarkably predominant ; 
he thought this the proper feafon to make 
his laft effort, for a renewal; and tempt 
him with a fine: a temptation, which 
he was fure the Dean could not refift 
in thofe circumftances. 

Accordingly he made his attempt; but 
to as little purpofe as ever he had done 
before : the Dean was immoveable. He 
refufed a large fine at a time when 
he loved money, incomparably beyond 

any 
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any thing elie in this world ! and raifed 
the rent, as he had long fince refolved 
to do. 

. Two things aire, I thinki Well worth 
our obfervation upon this conduit. 

The firft is, the uprightnefs, and in- 
tegrity, and fteadinefs of his refolutions : 
which being once rightly fixed, could' 
never be removed: not even when his 
underftanding had almoft totally failed 
him, 

I vifited him the next day after the 
ifehewal pf this leafe. And enquiring 
after his health, he told me (in a tone of 
heavy complaint) that his memory was 
almoft totally gone, and his underftanding 
going : But that he had yefterday done 
fomething for the benefit of his fuccef- 
for, he had forgot what; but Dodtor 
Welson (who then lived in the houfc 
with him) would tell me. I enquired, 
and was informed of this renewal, as 
I have now related it. 

P The 
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The next thing worth our obferaiion, 
upon this point, is thewifdom of that 
remarkable inftind with which God hath 
tndowed tile human kind! generally con- 
fidered only as an obftinacy inherent to 
old age: but, in truth, a moft noble 
and guardian inftind, that will not let us 
change thofe resolutions and principles, 
in the decline of our underftandings, 
which were formed and fixed in its 
full ftrehgth. 

I have no more to add, but that I 
am, my Lord, with very great regsu^ 
and ftridt truth, 

Your Lordship's 
mof faithful \ 

and mojt obedient 
bumble fervdnf, &c. 



LET- 
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LETTER XVI. 
Mr Lorn©, 

I Shall but too probably incur, what I 
fhould be touch concerned for, fom* 
degree of your contempt fot descending 
to fuch Mimalie as that of Swift's 
punning. A cdent, which he Wfc wont 
to fay, no man ever dfcfpifed that excelled 
in it 

1 Khali venture however, in hopes of 
fbrgiveneis in lbme of your lefs ierious 
hours $ and in full confidence of a fafe 
prote&on from Plutarch. 

Swift had great qukknefc and fefidty 
that way, and the old Earl of Pembroke, 
then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland (a man 
too great and good to be added at a 
feventh to the ufurers, and mudsrers of 
Pa Swift's 
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Swift's fextum virate *) was a great 
encourager of that humour in converfation. 
And Swift happening to be at the caftle 
one day when a learned phyfician was 
reading a long ledfcureto his excellency, 
upon the nature and qualities of bees, 
calling them on every occafion, a nation, 
and a common-wealth $ yes, my Lord, 
fays Swift, they are a very ancient 
nation. You know, my Lord, Moses 
takes notice of them; he numbers the 
Hivites ampi^ thofe nations which Jojhus 
was appointed to conquer. 

At another time, being in a company, 
where a lady whifking about her lojig 
train (long trains were then in fafhion) 

* The greateftbenefa&orto Ireland* the greateft 
encourager of learning, and greateft example of true 
generofity and chriftian piety, that this country hath 
exhibited there, at leaft within the compafs of this 
century. He made a prpgrefs through the kingdom 
to learn its true condition. And behdes many other 
inftances of munificence, he left five pounds to the 
poor of the parifh, wherever he dined, and ten pound* 
wherever he lay. And I am well affured, beyond' 
all poffibihty of doubt, that he gave 2000/. in cha- 
rity (in his progrefs towards Ireland) between LmcUn 
ukdHtfybttd. 

fwept 



Digitized by Google 



f "3 ] 

fwcpt down a fine fiddle, and broke it ; 

Swift cried out, 

* * 

Mantua ve mi/era nimium vicina cre- 
monce. 

I could recount others, but . I chafe 
rather to check my own difpofition, 
than any longer run the rilque pf offend- 
ing yours. 

Give me leave to remove from his 
puns, to fome particularities of. his 
convocation and manners, 

I obferved in lome former Letter on 
Swift's behaviour to his fervants: it 
may not perhaps be unacceptable to men- 
tion fomething of his manner of hiring 
them. . 

Humility was always the teft by which 
he tried them. Among other queftions, 
he always afked, Whether they under- 
ftood the cleaning of fhoes. Whether 
they anfwercd, that they did, or di^ 
not) he always added, my kitchen- 
P 3 wench 
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wench hath a fcuffion, that dpe* her 
drudgery, one conftant bufincfc, of my 
groom, and footman, is to clean her 
jhoes by tarns. 

If they ftomached this, h$ inftaptly 
turned them off; but if they humbly 
fubmitted he gave them farther hearing 
(by the way his cook was his kitchen.- 
wench.) 

The Itile of his conversation was very 
much of a piece with thai of his writings j 
concife, and clear, and ftrong. 

Being one day at a fhcrifF$ feaft* who 
among other toafts called out to him, 
Mr. Dean, the trade of Ireland. H$ 
anfwered quick j 5/r, I drink no memo- 
ries. 

Hearing fome people wonder, why 
there were fo many Jacobites in England^ 
not long after the late King's accetfion, 
and being alked, What he thought could 
be the reafonj he anfwered, The mi- 

niftera 
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nifters might thank themfelves. When 
I find nqfelf i* I lie tipon my right 

fide 9 I naturally turn to my left\ though 
I have no projpeft of being better there i 
but perhaps worfe. 

He was a mortal enemy to armies. 
And it appears plainly from his projeft 
for the advancement of religion, that 
his opinion of the vices, ignorance, and 
irreligion then reigning amongft them, 
made him fo. I have heard, and hope 
that things are fince mended. He held 
their Cant of honour (as he called it) in 
the utmoft contempt ; as you have (hewn 
in a quotation from him. And whenever 
he heard that any one of them (or in- 
deed any other) was killed in a duel, 
he afked, what was become of the other, 
is not he killed too. If they told him 
he was not, he anfwered, I'm forry for 
it— thofe quarrelfom wretches ar$ the 
peft of fociety, The beft thing they 
can do in this world is to cut one another* 
throats as fail as they can. 

P 4 He 
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He greatly admired the talents of the 
late Duke of Wharton (as the Duke 
did his) who one day dining with the 
Dean, and recounting feveral wild fro- 
licks he had run thro* ; You have had your 
frolicks, my Lord, fays the Dean. My 
Lord, let me recommend one more to 
you; take a frolick to be virtuous; take 
my word for it, that one will do you 
more honour than all the other frolicks 
of your whole life. 

The Duke thanked him, and protefted 
he would; but was too much ufed to 
forget his promifes. 

An incident happened at a vifitation 
at Trim, which fhewed that Swift had 
great talents for fpeaking. 

The Bifhop had reflected with fome 
roughnefs (which the Dean confidered as 
rudenefs) upon one of his clergy. The 
Dean took no notice of it at that time; 

but 
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but the next day being at a iynod, when 
all the clergy had a right to fpeak as 
well as the Bifhop. The Dean took 
notice of the treatment which his 
Lord/hip had given to one of his «bre- 
thren the day before; and rebuked the 
Bitfiop, apparently, in the moft gentle 
and refpe&ful manner, and with great 
coolriefs of temper ; but at the fame time, 
with as much feverity, and fine fatire, 
and in one of the fineft fpceches that 
ever was uttered, as I have been allured 
by a good judge then prefent. 

If this talent was difcerned in him 
by men in power, it was poflibly one 
reafon why he never was raifed t* the 
houfe of Lords, 

It is certain, that the general con- 
tempt he had for mankind, would have 
given him great advantages in fpeaking 
in public, he would haVe eafily been 
governed by that advice faid to be given 
by Socrates to Alcibiadesj to con- 

fider 
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fider all his hearers as fo many cabbage-* 
folks. 

Your Lordfliip hath obferved that 
his lpirit of politicks was confined with- 
in his own brqaft for many years. 

The truth is he confidered Ireland as a 
fcene too little for his genius, and when he 
had attained to the heighth of Irijh efteem 
and applaufe, for his Drapiers Letters; 
I have often heard him wifh, that 
another pcrfon, who he thought . pre- 
tended to fome rivalihip in wit with him, 
had been the author of them. The praife 
which attended thofe little performances, 
he* faid, would make that gentleman 
very happy. 

Your Lordftiip hath alfo obferved of 
him, that he told a ftory admirably well. 
He did fo. And let me add, that the 
moft efFe&ual way ef paying court to 
him, was to liften with attention j 
altho* he fometimcs told them too 
often. 

One 
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One day in company with Dodfor 
Helsham,' who feemed to be fomcwhat 
abfent when the Dean was fpeaking, he 
ftopt fliort, and cried out ; I'd give fifty 
poupds that you were as good a liftner 
as Do£tor Delany. 

His wit was, for the rooft part, foun- 
ded upon good fenfej which intitled 
him to die chara&er of my Lord Bacon, 
ftrong in the chace and nimble in the 
turn. 

Happening to be in company -with 4 
petulant young man who prided himfclf 
m laying pert things to the Dean. And 
at .bft getting up with forac conceited 
jefticulations, cried out, You muft know, 
Mr. Dean, that I fet up for a wit. Do 
you fo, fays the Dean, then take my ad- 
vice, and fit down again. 

A gentleman who profefled a great 
efteem for the Dean, nevertheless took 
the firft opportunity to do him the worft 

office 
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office that an enemy could do: and 
the moment he had done it, fent a com- 
mon friend to make an apology to the 
Dean, and defire the continuance of his 
friendship. 

The friend applied himfelf accordingly; 
but when he found that all his colour- 
able excufes had no weight, he then 
pointed his finger to his forehead. You 
knowy Sir y our poor friend is fometimes a 
little disordered here. 

I know, faid the Dean, in a very 
grave ferious accent, that he is a madman. 
And if that were all, no man living could 
commiferate his condition more than my^ 
felf. But, Sir, he is a madman, pofleft 
by the devil — I renounce him. 

Being one day at a vifitation-dinner, 
a clergyman, who valued himfelf more 
upon his wit than he ought: and often 
miftook a rough kind of abufe for keen 
rallery, took it ia his head to exercifc 
his talents upon the Dean, and did fo 

very 
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very licentioufly. The Dean heard him 
as calmly as if he had not heard him: 
not taking the leaft notice, nor making 
any kind of anfwer to any thing 
that he faid. At length, the Btfhop 
interpofed, and checked the petulance 
of the fnarl: (for that was the name 
he was known by). 

The Dean immediately got up, and 
begged that no reftraint might be laid 
upon the gentleman. Momus, my Lord, 
was alivays admitted to the feajls of the 
Gods, and privileged to fay what he pleafed 
there. 

Having begun this Letter with a de- 
fence of one of Swift's levities, his 
punning. I muft beg leave to conclude 
k with the defence of another* his riddles. 

. Swift compofmg riddles, you tell us, is 
Titian painting draft-boards. Which mujl 
have been inexcufcble, while there remained 
a fign-pofl painter in the world. 

r / . . .. With 
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With great fubmiffion, my Lord, thfr 
is a very great miftake. A riddle may 
be as fine painting as any other ia the 
world. It requires as ftrong an ima- 
gination, as fine colouring, and a* 
exa£t a proportion, and keeping, as any 
other hiftorical painting. The only dif- 
ference is, (and that finely is difference 
enough) that it is not always employed 
upon fubjefts, fo intereitiog and impor- 
tant. And yet Swift hath made his 
Petbox the Great, a piece ttuly hiflorkat 
and learned; with as many fine and 
ftrong ftrokes of fatire as in any of Ho- 
garth's. I only wiih, the fubjedt had 
been lefs difagreeable, and the colouring ' 
in fome places, lefs ftrong. 

Riddles, my Lord, are not the daob 
of dulnefs; they are ftridtly and properly 
die play of wit: as innocent, mirthful 
and inoffenfive, as any oilier play (but 
perhaps too youthful in fome characters) 
and may, for ought I know* Kk« ibmef 
cxercifes in the academy, contribute not 

only 
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only to recreation, but alfo to heakh and 
ftrength, and be proper pfeparatrra to 
ferious and important action. 

From argument, kt us proceed to 
authority. Ar\d, I think, we nttd leek 
for no higher than that of Swift's mafter, 
Butler* Whofe defcription of the en- 
chanted caftle, Canto 2. part 1. is, to all 
intents and purpofes* as much a riddld, 
as any in Shift's works. And yet 
was never deemed a defpkable part of 
Butler's. 

Thus grave and folemn> they march on y 
Until quite thro* tie turn they had gone. 
At farther end of which there ftsnds, 
An ancient caftle, that commands 
Tb' adjacent parts y in all the fabrick, 
Tou Jhatt not fee one fione, nor a brick. 
But all of woody by powerful fpelt, 
Of magic, made impregnable. 
There* s neither iron-bar nor gate, 
Port-cuilis, chain, nor belt, nor grate. 

And 
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'And jet men durance there abide, 
In dungeon , fierce three inches wide; 
With roof fo fau), that under it, 
They never Jland, but lie, or Jit. 
Aid yet fo foul, that whofi is in, 
Is to the middle leg in prifin. 
In circle magical confirid, 
With walls of fubtle air and wind. 
Which none are able to break thorough, 
Until they are freed by head of borough. 

I need not tell your Lordfliip, though 
poffibly it may be information to fomc 
few of my readers, that modern riddles 
have fucceeded to the aenigmas of the 
ancients : and are, indeed* the fame thing, 
under another form. fJut with this dif- 
ference, that they are now the play of 
wit, as they were then deemed the work 
of wHdom. 

There is an inftance of this kind in 
the author now quoted, Canto I. part 2. 
which I „ call an agronomical aenigma: 
and perhaps as fine in its kind as ever 
was invented, or imagined, 

'The 



Digitized by 



The moon fulTd of her vail of light i 
That hides her face by day from Jight. 
(Mjfterious vail, of brigbtrtejs made y 
That's both her lujlre, and her Jhade) 
And in the night as freely Jhone, 
As if her rayl had beeti her ouM. k 

And here, my Lord, ^ I»l4a¥e "yon 
to enjoy her, like Endhmtny /in irfl her 
beauty. And am, : 



TUtrmtflfkitbfx!, &c. 
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r My Lord^ 

HAY-WTO t&eb 'upon die ih <the 
preceding Lett*, f tb ofcfe<£ to 
your fecmingly too contemptuous cen- 
fure of Swift's lighter and Ids impor- 
tant productions and amufements; it 
yrould ill become the character I have 
. taken, "whpfly tq pgfs by unnoticed, your 
ieverer cenfures upon him, and not him 
alone. 

I (hall recount fome of the paflage* 
as they occur to me in your Letters: 
and either take fuch notice of them as 
may not, I hope, mifbecome me, or leave 
them to be re-confidered by-your Lordfhip, 
in your more ferious and retired hours. 
Pardon me, if I add, your hours of 
" inclination. 
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In your feventh Letter, p. 78, you com- 
pare his works tp a Chaos, and then add, 
rc and yet the incoherency of lituation 
c< is, perhaps, one of the moft excufable 
faults in the collection • For the mate- 
" riaj^ are pf fb different, . and fo In- 
k f congruous a nature, that it feems as 
jhe author (who was in reality the 
c Veditor) imagined the putyick under 
u an abfblute neceflity of accepting the 
"bafeft coin from the feme hand that 
£ had exhibited the pureft/' 

My Lord, when you diall pleafc to 
confider ferioufly, that the bafeft coin 
canfifts either of lead or brafs, or both 
United, you will perhaps conclude, that 
this heavy cenfure (I dare not call it abufe) 

would lefs mifbecome the pen of a or a 

than the name, charafter, and polite- 
nefs (hereditary politenefs) of the nobl^c 
fcanllator of Pliny. 

_ The cenfure- of another nobleman, 
not lefs celebrated either for parts or\ 

' polito- 
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politenefs, was much more tender : hear- 
ing this collection of Swift's works 
cenfured, as containing a great deal of 
fluff in it: t he anfwered, there is indeed 
fome Jiufm it, but it is Swift's Jtuf. ' 

But,' f fuppofing fome of his pieces to 
be, what you are pleafed to call them, 
fome of the bafcft fcoin ; pray, my Lprd f 
does nothing give coin its value but £he 
materials of Which it is made : fuppofing 
the caft to have a ftrong rcfembtapce 
of the original $ is that queffioh whofe 
image and fuperfcription bath it of no 
♦ moment in this cafe? Does the mafterly 
die, and fine impreffion and polifh, add 
no value to it ? doubdefs they do, my 
Lord ; they add that kind of medalick 
value by which we rate fome ancient 
coins: not at all regarding the intrinfick 
worth of the materials. 

Whereas, other coins of the fame in- 
trinfick value, become quickly contemp- 
tible for want of thofe advantages : and 

are 
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are cenfidtfred only as fo , many clumfy 
apd baobarous mafles of innert, unformed 
or (what is worfe) ill-formed matter. 

* In the fame Letter, p. 82; you 4 
compare the friendftiip of Swift and 
Sheridan to that of Theseus and 
Pirithous: you add, indeed, " but the 
<c friendfhip that cemented the twoancien{ 
c< heroes, probably commenced from mo- 
" rives very different from thgtfe; which 
" united the two modern diviacs." 

I heartily wi(h, my Lord, you had 
been' a little more explicit, and had more 
difiin&ly acquitted them, at leaft of thofe 
monftrous enormities which cemented 
thofe celebrated heroes, 

I will prefume to fay, my Lord, that 
fuch a clearing would not be lefs for their 
honour than your own : as it muft always 
be your intereft to have your thoughts 
feen in their true and genuine light. 

In your Letter 12, whenever you 
think proper to publifti a new editioa 
0^3 of 
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of your Works, I have good hopes, Of r*i 
ther am confident, that your moral turn 
of mind wHI make you leave out every 
tjiing that hath the leaft appearance of 
a panegyrick upon vice. 

Letter 13. p. 139, you have this cxpreA 
lion. After a bint from Gulliver, that 
we have loji the Greek Idiom. 

My Lord, Gulliveb only fays, it was 
with great difficulty that I under jlood his 
Greek. 

Yhjs difficulty, my Lord, I apprehend 
krofe only from a pronunciation, vtty 
different from ours. For that Swift 
thought the language continued the fame, 
from Homer to Plutarch (as un- 
doubtedly it did) is clear from his Letter 
to my Lord Oxford, for correfting, 
&d the EngUJb tongue. 

My Lord, your thorough contemp- 
tuous treatment of Aristotjle, would 
greatly furprife me, if it were fefi 
fafhionable. 
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Mr. Pope, ol; whom it is not clear that 
he ever read one line in him (his em- 
ployments . and amufements having na- 
turally led him into different purfuits) 
hath yet taken upon him to latirife 
the Vwoerfity, a$ a d?n of dunces, 
for their cfteepi of him4 Oonfid^rin^ 
them as fo m^ny Ojcen or rather, fat 
bulls ofbajan, on that account. 

A hundred bead of Aristotle's 
friends--*— Dunciad. 

I heartily wifh he could make his 
words good: for furely nothing could 
do that learned body more honour than 
a h^gh efteem for one of the greateft 
genius's that ever God fent into the 
world, or bleft it ^vrith: as the beft. 
criticks, both ancient and modern, mqft 
un4ouhtedly allow hipi to .be. 

,The perfe&er of logick arid rheto- 
rick ({wq amazing efibrts and effects of 
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the human abilities) which, if they 
were well, fhidied and underftood, 
would, fecure the world from fo many 
fuperficial finatterers in reafoning, and 
praters in public ; as now infeft it : to 
lay nothing of his noble trcatifes of ethics, 
politicks, poeticks, and natural hiftory: 
all the moft corredl and excellent in 
their kind, that antiquity hath conveyed 
to us: and all in a ftyle of a moft 
mafterly clearnefs and concifenefs. And 
indeed confidering the great improve- 
ments, and difcoveries he made in all 
parts of learning, his mafter Plato was 
well juftified in ftiling him by that pecu- 
liar, and moft honourable appellation 5 the 
philofopber of tryth. And muft all thefe 
be not only difcarded, but villified, on 
account of fome errors in natural phi- 
lofophy, which wanted a Bacon to 
point out, arid a Boyle and N ewton 
to corredh Indeed, my Lord, I fliould 
deem it no very hardy adventure to 4 
pronounce, that if Aristotle had 
been coeval with thofe great men, it 

would 
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would have been thdr higheft glory to 
have out-gone fo great a rival. 

I own, my Lord, I am greatly con- " 
cerned to fee your Lordfliip ghre the leift 
countenance to that antiquated and idle' 
common place calumny; of his quoting 
no author buttocenfure him. Suppofing 
this truth, my Lord, his bufinefs was 
to corredt the errors of all that went 
before him: but in faft it is not true; 
for he quotes Plato more than once 
to commend him: and where he finds 
himfelf obliged to cenfure his errors,* 
he does it without mentioning their 
author. 

Lcfs juftifiable ftill is the charge of 
his having deftroyed the writings of 
thofe that went before him ; inafmuch 
as they were undoubtedly extent fome 
hundreds of years after in the time of 
Cicero. 

The truth is, that thofe writings be- 
coming ufelefs from the time that his 

(Aris- 



Digitized by 



f n+ J 

( A r i s t ot l b's) works were Hnw% 
they quickly became contemptible ; aqd 
fo perifhed of courfe. 

But fuppofing him intifled to i\o merit 
but that of colleding arid preferving the 
works of Homer; and prefcpliflg th$t 
ijaoft correft, and noble cqpy of them 
to his pupil Alexander, which 
that prince laid up in the richeft cafket, 
among the fpoils of D a r i u s 5 and 
deposited nighdy under his pillow. Sup- 
pofing Aristotle intided to ixQjpthejr 
merit, yet, methinks, this might have 
gained him a little more refped than either 
S w 1 ft or you have thought fit to pay 
him. 

The next thing that appeared to me 
exceptionable in the work before us is, in 
Letter 14. p. 164. and, on reflection, 
I thirib it can only be an error of the 
prefe r where inftead of greatefi miseries, 
we Ihould have read, — -greateft earthly 
miferies. 

JLetter 
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Letter ig. p. 469, ire thefe words; Vir- 
tue aSts with the utmft gentnfty, mid with 
no "view to her own advantage $ while 
like A glutton* feeds herfilf enormoujlyy 
and then h mottling to dijgorge* the nau/ews 
dfals tf berfeaft* 

Pray, my Lord, muft not virtu? feed 
at all, becaufe vice feeds enormoufly* 
I am forty to think that this obfenratSon 
feems to have fome refenAlance to thoft 
iU-fQundcd refinements too often met with 
in (he writings of Lord Shattsbtoy 
and hi* followers : "whidh <are abundantly 
expofed and refuted in thofe moil truly 
polite, and ctaffical criticifms of Mr. 
Brown, in his ej/ays> on the iharac- 
terifticks. A work, Which* if you liave 
not yet met with, I will venture to 
pronounce, will give you as high, a$ 
fjqgant, and as falutary .an %entertaio* 
4&ent, w any production of 'this age. 

In 
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In your 16th Letter, p. 179, you tell 
lis, " that Swift could never be in- 
cc duced to take fines for any of the chapter 
"lands. He always chofe to raife the 
"rents, as the method leaft oppreflive 
" to die prefent tenant, and moft advan- 
" tageous to all future tenants, and land- 
* lords-" 

, Here, my Lord, I muft take leave 
to affure you, you are much mifin- 
formed. He knew the true intercft of the 
chapter too well, and had too much 
concern for it, not to. fecure the rents 
to it, by a moderate fine ; equally ad- 
vantageous, both to the landlord and 
tenant: whom, though he fometimes 
raifed in his rent, he never racked. 

As unreafonable as it might be, to ex- 
pedfc any produdtion of the prefent times, 
without fome lafh upon the clergy; the 
«eft of all the prefent, polite entertainr 
ments of tafte, offered to the publickj 

yet 
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yet I really hoped, I ihould find no* 
thing of that kind, from a man of your 
genius, politenefs, and religious turn of 
mind. Or at leaft, if any priefthood that 
came in your way, deferved the lafh, 
I hoped at leaft, you would make a 
clear diftindtion, between the defcrving 
and undeferving) but what is matter qf 
much heavier complaint, I find, with 
equal amazement and affli&ion, that the 
{acred writings themfelves, have. foun4 
lefs reverence from you, than the perfons 
of the popular tribunes met with, in the 
roman republick. I muft take die liberty, 
to tranicribe at large, from the pages 

2 54>*55: 

" It is not improbable, that madnefs 
ic has been coeval with mankind. There 
* ( have certainly been many inftanccs 
" of it among the Greeks and Romans. 
• " Among the Jews, the enthufiaftic fury 
cc of Saul, is equally remarkable with 
" the ccftatic rage of Nebuchadnez- 
zar I nor have any parts of the world, 
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M believe, entirely «£aped tkk : «gihg 

* evil/ It : was frequently taken lor in- 

* (piration j and the prophetic Sybife Were 
^obliged to put on ^hc airs and looks of 
• m madnefs, to obtain zn implicit belief to 
* l their prt>pfce<fies. Prom thefe foc^rdotal 
1 c impdfitions, mad peojfle reaped fome 
tc * remarkable advantage They were 
u often looked upon as meflcngera fent 
tc by heaven, to declare the will of iht 
n Gods, and the proplietecal decrees dt 
Vfc fate. They were revered as perfbns 
cc (acred,, and divine: and .iriftead -df 
u fcourg?s, they received -tokens of -ado* 
cc ratioii. In how great a degree muft 
€< die fubtilty of priefts have - prevailed, 
" when they joould make one <?f the 
* c ,grcateft r codes that attend luup^ 
"lifip, ; appear. one of the gr^ate^l bl?f* 
"iinge/ 4 

Believe me, my Lord, I never found 
myfelf more ertibaralfedy than I am at 
this moment, how to defend the faded 
-fcfiptures 'from /the charge, feemingly 

implied 
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4 implied, (tho* liiever can belieVe it Wis 
icahy intended) [ri ftiiS accdiint you are 
plcafeci to give of S A txl/s 'cnttiufiaftic 
fury, 

T>y that >xpYe&6n ybtt iiiean the 
"j^uehec of what die 'ferfptdre calls, <fct 
*rbil fpirit x f?6m God-, I think it wwe 
4 i»uch 1 Jitter to adhere tt> l thfc fcripttfre 
exprefiion. Nor do \ think 'toe ian be 
fc juftified "either in fWerving from it, or 
:: lnteipr^ihg' 1 it 6f nftcltieft 6f any kinfl: 
and much lefs can we fo hiterpi'et Ae 
influence lie was under, when he went 
;in purfuit of David to Ramab. For 
. what account 4o the fcriptures give of 
•this y extraofdixiary event? My Lord, the 
account is as follows,-— S aui feijt feveral 
meffcagersi * one f after another, m purfuit 
of David; who no *fboncr eimc into 
the r prefence of Samuel at, tike head 
of iii* pfophete, but they were arretted 
„ there by the fecred influence of ^the spirit 
; ? of>Ood^-^pis* thirft of revenge then 
. urged him to go himfelf in purfuit of 

Davib 
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.David to Naiotb in Ramab: where 
the text informs us, that the fpirit of 
God was upon him alfo ; and be went on 
and propbejkd, &c. 

„ t My Lord, I am fo^averfe from the 
, thoughts, of cenfuring the account you 
give of S aul's enthuliaftic madnefs, that 
I am more inclined to conclude, th$t I am 
fallen under fomc unhappy delation in 
relation to it. But how. I can be deli- 
vered from it you only can devifc, and 
inform me, 

The plaineft account that I have met 
with, in relation to this tranfadion, is 
in a book intided, " Ah Hiftdrical Ac- 
u count of the Life of D a v i b. Booki. 
"Chap. 10. p. 95 — 96; no fooner did 
"he (Saul) learn that David was 
€i at Naiotb, but he immediately lent 
" meflengers to take him: They went; 
" and when they arrived, they found 
91 the iacred aflembly under the imme- 
< c diate influence of the fpirit of God; 

' f'ptophe-r 



Digitized by Google 



[ *4* ]. 

« prdfrfi%lff^; kiid SXAitfEi, presiding 
ll bve# Hikm i aiid (6 convince thai infidel 
%t ItiU 1 ; t#$ &e$ ^rophefyings #erei no 
" fSn&iic <fel&fio'ns; of efforts of enthu- 
€€ fiafe, &cfy thfcmfelves were feized with 
c< {Bt fame facred: influence, ancf pro- 
<r ^ftefiedt An<¥ v^n thfs Wds told 
cc S' A x u i, fen\ other* metfengers again; 
€ « sriitf th^ difo Were Aibdued by tfre fame 
" #lrit of 6b<f. At faifl: he Went him- 
c< etiqtiinng as he went on, where 
" SkMvitt arid David were. Arid being 
€t irifbrmed, at the great well at Sechu 
" (whi^re there was a great refort of per- 
" fbns to'drkW water) tliat tliey were at 
" Nhtdih ifi Aamafi, lie pretfed forward 
<c in queft of them : and as he proceeded, 
" God, to fliew that his power is neither 
u confined (to place nor perfons, that the 
" prophefyings at Naiotb were owing to 
" no influence of example, to no intoxka- 
<c ting vapors or temperature of the air 
" (as was fufpefted of lome of the ora- 
" cles of old) feized him alio, with his 
facred influence, long before he reached - 
R "Nfiotb, 
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u Naiotb, and Conduced him under it , 
" to the aflembly of the prophets: 
" where ? forgetting his bloody purpofe, 
" he put off his robes of royalty, and 
" military apparatus, and prophefied m 
" the prefence of Samuel: and con- 
" tinued under a very diftinguiflied influ- 
" ence of the fpirit of God that whole 
" day and night. He lay down naked, 
" (fays the text) in the fame fenfe that 
"Tacitus calls the Germans naked. 
" Rejedia vejle fuperiore. (When they 
<c had thrown off their upper garment) 
cc which now gave new occafion to the 
" repetition of that proverbial taunt'againft 
" him, Is Saul alfo among the prophets!' 

As little, are you, my Lord, (in my 
humble opinion) juftified in interpreting 
that moll fignal and divine chaftifement 
of pride, in the perfon of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, by the expreffion of ecjiatic 
rdfee : to me, my Lord, the humiliation 
of that great king under the hand of God, 
upon the return of his reafon* of which 
- , heaven 
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heaven had before fo fignally and judi- 
cially deprived him for his pride, falls 
under another character, and is one of 
the fineft, moft humbling, and moft 
inflru&ive leflbns to the human vanity, 
that ever was exhibited to it, from the 
foundation of the world. 

The account which you have been 
pleafed to give of" the Sybils* I am no 
,way concerned, either to refute, or de- 
fend : I only wifh that you had pleafed 
to have taken that occafion to make fome 
obfervations in favour of the chriftian 
religion j at lead that part of it efta- 
bliihed in your own country; where 
fuch delufions are not only not pra&ifecl, 
but held in the utmoft and avowed dctef- 
tation by the whole priefthood. 

As to the advantages which you tell 
us mad people received from thofe fa- 
cerdotal impofitions, viz. their being 
looked upon as meflengers from heaven* 
(Sc. I own my utter ignorance upon that 
R 2 head; 
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head; having acvcr, that I tnow of, 
met with, any account df any. fiieh pmi>- 
kge* and adtaitfagea of madocfc, except 
among the Turin and 1 hare aHb, me- 
thioks, your chdftian Spirit migfre have 
called upor\ yiu ta make fome dfflSndtefon 
in favour of thet pekfe oil yew own 
religion, even though it were utterly 
abhorrent from the fafhion of the prefent 
times to dt> fb.- But faffiion, I find, is 
an uniVerfal tyrant, whish few have, the 
difpofition, and fewer the fortitude/ tQ 
difobey, even in favour of truth. 

- Upon the whole; tf*y Lord, I am ex- 
ceedingly; lorry (as idle whole work? are 
fprprifed) to. find ycair fpiifo fo f&ongly 
warped to a general ( I don't fay or mean 
an liniverfal) contempt of Swift's works r 
you had elfe found (give me leave to tell 
you) in every one of his volumes ; fome- 
thing, which, (although wholly paft by 
as unworthy ybur notice) it might yctr 
nq way* milbecome either your judgment, 
or your tafte to have diftinguifhed with i 

iHendly,. 
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friendly, if not with a fond eye ; un- 
worthy as I deem myfclf of the charadtr 
of a» able critic ; yet had I perufed your 
Remarks with the fame difpofition to ob- 
je#, yaur abufe bf the kings of Judab 
would be found not the only exceptionable 
part in your work, paft by uncenfured. 

Let me conclude, wkh hu»bly be*, 
feeching you to review once more the 
eight volumes of Swift's works, with 
your native candour > frhidbt, if you do, 
I am much miftaken, if you do Hot find 
in them a good deal paft bf a* infigni- 
ficant, or worfe, which a four critic! 
might endure; and a candid one' com* 
mend: nay Ibmething which the beft 
judges might applaud without reproach, 
either to their tafte or difcfsrnmeilt. Nay 
more, — fomething to honour, with aa 
high a refped, as that wherewith- 1 am, 
my Lord, 

ttur mojt faithful, kc. 

It 3 LET- 



Digitized by Google 



[ »4« ] 



LETTER XVIIL 
My Lord, 

I Was in hopes, upon the conclufion 
of my laft Letter, that I fhould be 
called upon no more, throughout the 
remaining part of your remarks, to com- 
plain of your hard treatment to your 
friend Swift: and to fhew how little 
I am difpofed to complaint, I fhall pais 
by your comment upon his fixth volume 
uncenfured : although by no means ap- 
proved, or affented to. And paffing over 
the feventh, in the fame manner, pro- 
ceed to the eighth: where, having made 
fome flight obfervations upon two or 
three treatifes contained in it, you tell 
us, " That the remainder of this volume 
"is like a garden over-run with Docks 
" and Thifttes* among which fome Rofe- 
!! trees accidentally make their appear- 
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c ^anccj and more particularly in fomc 
< c fermons that arc curious, &c" 

My Lord, I have happened, of late, 
to have patted more time than ufual, in 
the company of fbme curious botanifts, 
who will hardly allow that there is fuch a 
thing as a weed in the world. I can't 
fay, but after enumerating many valuable 
properties, and falutary qualities in the 
icveral fpecies, as of Docks, they did 
allow that they might be numbered 
among what the vulgar call weeds : but 
to call a Thiftle fo, they faid, was net 
only an high indignity againft a great and 
wife nation, who made choice of it as 
the propereft emblem of their power, 
and majefty ; but alfo a confefled herefy 
againft the (acred fci'ence of botany, from 
Solomon to Mithridates; and from 

MlTHRIDATES tO MATTHIOLUS. 

The poets, it is well known, place 
AtoLLo at their head ; and it is as well 
known that Apollo was the firft 
R 4 botanift 
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botanift of his day; and yet could tig 
(with all liis divipity) nevqr find any; 
higher reward for the moft deferring of 
liisfons, tjian a prpwi) qf bayp, gr iyy. 

The feveral trees ^nc| vegetables iji 
Apollo's gj^dens, \yerc facred to t|ie 
feveral cl^ra&ers and endowments of 
the poets : from the Oak to the Myrtle ; 
and from the Rofe to the Thiftle. The 
£rfi of which was, the emblem o£ fbft, 
qr Ipve-fatire $ and the laft, of the angjy 
%n^ (evere. And how. properly it was 
fp, piy inftpifto^s p^air^ly ihewe$ me^ 
^y difpfaying a fine drait of a TW($le^ 
Coloured, ' and diy^rfified jn all its beau^ty^ " 
parts, and proportions : and then turning 
to a poexn of Swift's, volume ^he 
eighth, * w^ch' you have not thought 
worth yemr notice 5 they defired me tq 
compare them, an4 then confefs th^ 
ftrong and beautiful refcmblance through- 
out I^ay oqe of the company, lyho 

Weft /fritfe a more tl>an 
qyjck> goctic^ (<y, ps&qft fecopfl) $ 

infifted 
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infifte*? upon it, #at jhe words iVP£J 
ME T4NQERE encircjed that poem, 
in as (Irpog and P^F capias, as an; 
green ribj>e» ever gloried {a: and bad me 
fee if it <}id not. J trjed} and whether 
blinded tya ftrong delufion, I can't hy% 
but J im.ag\nefl J faw it (at leaft in a 
figure) and found myfclf quickly obliged 
to, pwn tbejuftice, and pr°P" ct y the 
comparifon: a$d being once convinced 
upon that head, J fujly acquitted your 
Lprtjfl^. of any in$goity <|one to 
Swift, by the ccunparifon of fame of 
his poems to a vegetable, of (uch diftin- 
gui/hed dignity and beauty. The Item 
ending in a rich purple flowered tafaeinot- 
WwfembMag a crown refting (as crowns 
are jfotoetmes laid to do) upon a thorny 
cufhion j and fenced with long and well- 
armed leaves, gafhed on either fide, like 
a band of hardy veterans. 

But, my Losd, what fliaH I fay to 
yyjur. fimilitude of four finaU beer, to 
whifih you. compaoe forne of Swift's 

works ? 
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works ? unlefs if be, that the wit of the 
companion hath betrayed you (as wit too 
often doth) into a rafli and moft unjufti- 
fiable debafement of Swift's genius. 
Nor do I know what other defence 
to plead againft it, but that of the wine- 
merchant, who when an evil report had 
gone out of his cellar as abounding with 
fophifticated liquors; invited the whole 
world to try and tafte for themfelves ; and 
if, fays he, you find any thing in my wfoole 
parcel, worfe than the pureft white wine 
vinegar, (alitde mothered perhaps now and 
then) I am content to forfeit the whole* 

To begin (by way of iample) with the 
preface introdu&ory to thefe pieces 5 more 
particularly the confeffion of the beafts, 

I have (fays he) been long of opinion, 
that there is not a more general and greater 
miflake, or of worfe confequence through the 
commerce of mankind, than the wrong 
judgments they are apt to entertain of 
their own talents. And when he hath 

foftartced 
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inftanted in coxcombs of various kinds, 
he proceedeth as follows. I compute that 
London hath eleven native fools of the beau 
and puppy kind, for one among us in 
Dublin i befides* two-thirds of ours are 
tranjplanted thither* who are now natura- 
lized* whereby that overgrown capital ex- 
ceeds ours* in the article of dunces* by 
forty to one* and what is more to our further 
mortification i there is not one dijlinguijbed 
fool of Irifti birth or education* who makes 
any noife in that famous metropolis* unlefs the ' 
London prints be very partial or defeBive : 
whereas* London is feldorti without a dozen 
of their own educating* who engrofs the 
vogue for half a winter together, and are 
never heard of more* but give plact to a new 
fet. This bath been the conftant progrefs for 
at leq/l thirty years pajl* only allowing 
for the change of breed and fqfhion. 

I appeal to you, my Lord, is this 
four finall beer? is it not rather fparkling 
Cbampain ? 

You 
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You are plealcd to fey that many of tho 
remaining pieces ye fpurious. Not one, 
my Lord, that I can find. There is not 
one that pretepds to be his, which is not 
fb; unlefs perhaps that ferjnon upon 
knowing ones felf ; to which you obje&j 
and which, I own, is pot equal to the 
reft. And yet there are lbrae ftrokes in it, 
which feem lb chara&eriltic to Swift, 
as make them hardly poflible to be 
miftaken ; I (hall inftanqe but in one. 

<c And now to /hew, that the heart 
"hath given him a felfc report of the 
c< temptation: we learn from this, that 
" die fame weak man would refill and 
" mafter the fame powerful temptation, 
u upon conftderations of infinitely fcft 
u value than thole whkh religion offers. 
<c Nay, fuch vile eonfideratioas, that the 
cc grace of God cannot, without MaA 
u phemy, be fuppofed to add any man- 
" ner of fbrce and efficacy to them." 

I pals over every thing elfe in this 

volume 
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volume not already ndticed, or quoted 
for their excellence} except two letters, 
■tint to Lofd r^ALMtRsToN, and the 
other to Mrs. Moore : both m their 
kind as mafterly as any other productions 
. of Swift's pert, without exception} 
and which therefore, I am amazed, 
how you couM overlook. friend/hip, 
my Lord, if I may be indulged in lb 
low an image, is the bia% which, rightly 
dke&ed, carries us neareft to the Jack; 
which we do not always reach fo advan- 
tageoufly by a dired progjreflKMn as 
by taking a oompafs. And where we 
fall (bott of the object we aim at, yet 
we always wifli to protect kj. and often 
do, even in that fituation: but where 
rfris- bi« i» zither HWirecled or* wrOng- 
mmed, k carrie* us away juft fo much 
farther from- out* intended aim and'end; 

. Give me leave to tell, you* my Lord,; 
that how friendly foevcr your intentions 
may have been, your green-keepers,- and 
ground-givers, have given very wrong 

directions 
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directions to your bias: and you have 
left your objcdt as open to the attacks 
of the adverfaries, as if you yourfelf 
had been one of them. 

When nothing but the name of zeal 
appears. 

'Twixt our beft attions and the worjl 
of theirs. 

My Lord, I have long found myfelf 
embarraflcd, how to account for the 
different conceptions of two friends to 
the fame author, concerning the merits 
of the fame works ; and have at laft, 
I think, after many repeated reflections, 
hit upon the true caufe. 

I think, my Lord, although I prefume 
not to claim any equality of abilities with 
you 5 yet the great inequality of our 
judgements upon this head, cannot ajife 
fo much from that point, as from the 
great difference pf our fituation and 
circumftances* 

You, 
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You, my Lord, high in birth and 
fortune, are a fpedtator from the fummit 
of a high tower, on a high hill: the 
confequence of which is, that you can 
fee nothing beautiful below you; at 
leaft nothing but with diminifhed beauty, 
and what you cannot fee, you naturally 
difregard. Hence it is, that the word 
defpife fignifieth, in the original, to look 
down upon things from above. And it is 
certain that in that fituation, you equally 
look over, (that is overlook) the tops of the 
higheft oaks, and humbleft underwood: 
and the beauty, dignity, and magnificence 
of the former, are as much hid from 
your eye as if they did not exift. 

Yours, my Lord, is what the painters 
call, a bird 's-eye profpeft 5 which though it 
takes in a larger fcene, can take litde or no 
notice of the feveral diftinguifticd beauties 
of the particular parts. Whereas I, my 
Lord, am an humble cottager, (and con- 
fequently. a fpedtator) at the foot of the 

hill 
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hill, to whom the whole profpedt is open ; 
and therefore, I am Enabled to contem- 
plate the whole icene rifrng up aboVe me, 
in its full (thbugh Hmit£d) extent; witli 
all its varieties of gjades, woods, and tvilrfs, 
and underwoods. r t 1 kt toweriitg oak rifes 
full and ftraight, and tfafely to my 
view: and I with eafe, Afcerft its com- 
parative beauty, ancf dignity, with* all 
the other vegetables, that furrottrid arid 
attend it. Together with their various 
colourings and proportions. Nay, even 
where the plantations are thin> apd the 
fcene barren, my eye" is delighted with 
their comparative tenuity. Ancf even the 
humble heath, and flowering furzes, en- 
tertain me with an agreeable and inftruc- 
tive variety. 

Learn hence, ye high arid great, the 
blcflirigs and advantages of an humble 
iiation ! and learn thence to make a juft, 
that is, an humble eftimate of the pride 
and value of your own. Your proips£te 

will 
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will be more enlarged and extenfive: but 

0urs ^ 7 ou do *** carefully corredt the 
..delufions of* your height) will be more 
exad, and fometimes more entertaining. 

And yet, when I have faid this, I 
dare own that I lincerely wilh yours may 
always enlarge and improve upon you, 
world without end — 



Iam t 
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LETTER XIX. 

My Lord, 

HAVING /hewn the preceding 
Letters to a friend, whofe judg- 
ment I honour, and whofe integrity I re- 
lied upon; it was found advifeable, to 
make a review of Swift's character; 
and bring die feveral parts of it into a 
narrower compafs, that it may be feen 
more compkatly and connedtedly. 

It hath been obferved by wife men, 
that the firft Hep we take, upon our en- 
trance into the world, generally fpeaking, 
determines all the reft. And if it hap- 
pen to be a falfe one, is very rarely 
recovered, 

Swift is the only man I ever knew, 
♦ehoevcr fully recovered the dHgraee of 

taking 
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taking a degree, as. he took Ma* And 
yet this dilutee was to him, like the % 
crifis of a dangerous difeafe, whkh fotee^ 
• times throws off the evil humours that 
kfefted the body ; by which means* due 
patient recovers a much better constitution 
than he had before. . 

Had Swift's been only an ordinary 
degree of ignorance, it might have been 
paliated and pardoned, even by himfelf 
But being fo CGnfpkuous, it carried wkh it 
a reproach which required hk heft abtfi* 
ties and indu&ry to recover : but being 
recovered, made him a new man. 

He was in his nature turned to frugality, 
and good ceconomy. This naturally pre- 
pared, and early inclined him; to fhme 
degree of avarice. And a$ ifciis die trueft 
point of huitoan wifdom, with regard 
to the condu£t< of our livis, to watch 
over our inliraiitietf, Swift, became 
early fenfibie of his, and took every me- 
thod he could ddvife, to cheat his avarice, 
S z hy 
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by charity to the poor, and penfions to 
his neareft relations. By this means, he 
turned one of the moft dangerous of 
human infirmities, into one of the moil 
amiable of chriftian virtues; with all 
that maftery of genius, which we hear 
of, in great archite&s, and painters, who 
have fometimes turned blemifhes into 
beauties. 

His charity fell under that character, 
which he himfelf afcribes to that of 
the Counted of Berkley, in the introduc- 
tion to his projedt for the advancement , 
of religion. Endlefs bounty to the poor, and 
difcretion where to difiribute it. t 

Difcretion is in truth too cold and 
poor a word, whereby to exprefs his 
great attention, and very uncommon pe- 
netration, in the diftribution of his chari- 
ties. His badging of the poor, and ftreet- 
walking, have already been fpoken of 
pretty much at large. But one circum- 
fiance of his walking, hath not been fo 

folly 
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fully cleared He walked to find Out, 
and to relieve proper objeds of charity i 
and to lave wherewithal to do it. To re- 
lieve the poor in unfortunate and unavoid- 
able diftrefs; and to rail at fuch as were 
lazy and vicious. Here he litterally fol- 
lowed the example of his blefled Saviour, 
and went about doing good. An example 
confcientioufly followed by fbme of his 
friends. And, which, if it could become 
general, would cfFe&ually rid the world, 
and his own country in particular, of 
one of the greateft pefts that ever curfed 
the earth ! J mean vagrant and vicious 
beggary, with all its attendant abomi- 
nations. ¥ 

My Lord, the charge of Swift's 
delighting in low adulation, has lain fo 
heavy upon my mind, that I have re- 
volved it with the utmoft attention for many 
hours 5 yet can find no juft foundation 
for it. His heart was fo throughly averfe 
from flattery, that he took all occafious, 
not only to exprefs his utter contempt 
S3 and 
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And Aefattob of it, but alio to diftadi 
otiiien from fcj as may.be &eft^ in hi* 
poem to Doctor 0ELANT r upon the libejs 
written apdnA him. ' 

#7/ # *w /fc cfo'gf e/j virtue's friends, 
Difdains Jerve ignoble ends ! &c. 

and concludes that topick, by warning 
him of the confequences, if he did not 
employ his abilities as he ought. 

If ttotimoeyer feattd high, 
. 3%r g**/W w pur fax willffy. 

And I cannot help thinking, that k 
was In a great meafure, from his de~ 
teftation of flattery, that he made even 
his pra#e>as like *bu& as he dould poflibly 
waJL^ it, v :His praife as Wat abufe, 
highefi: afljb&idB and efteccHf, as like en vy, 
hatred,,; .304^ wafts, as he could pofiibly 
ttypip, . 

Three (indeed upon recolle&ion five) 
Yemarkafcle inftances of this we find put 
together' iii the verfes en the death of 
$>0&or Swift. 
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In Pora, / cimnot read a Une* 
But, with a figb, Iivijh it mine : 
When be can in me couplet jfix, 
More fenfe (ban I can do in fix: 
It gives me fiicb a jealous fit, 
I cry, pox take him, and bis wit. 

Why muft I be outdone by Gay, 
In my own bumrous biting way. 

Arbuthnot is no more my friend, 
Who dares to irony pretend ? 
Which I was' born to introduce, 
Refin'ditfirft, and Jhew 'd its ufe. 

* St. John, . as well as f Pultsey 
knows, 

'That I bad Jome repute for profe, 
Jnd till they drove -me out of date, 
Otuid mw\ * minifier of fiate : 
If they have fwrtjfy'd my pride, 
And made me throw my pen afidt, 

• LordP«/?«a»*BotiHee*oK«. 

t M»de of Bath m the y ear I74 *' 

s 4 ' V 
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If with fuch talents bedv'n bath bkfi 
Have I not reafon to detefl 'em? 

To all my foes dear fortune find 
Thy gifts, but never to my friend: 
I tamely can endure the Jirjl % 
But this with emy makes me burjl. 

How it m^ght have been with him in 
the decline of his underftanding, when 
he made hafly approaches to a fecond 
childhood, I cannot fay. He might then, 
poffibly, have been fed by thofe about 
him, as children too often are, with 
plumbs and fweet-meats, inftead of fa- 
lutaiy food. 

We are both agreed to acquit him 
of envy. But afcribc his freedom from 
it to different caufes. 

Pray, my Lord, why might it not 
be placed to the account of another caufe, 
not mentioned by either of us ? content- 
ment, with the portion of abilities, ap- 
pointed 
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pointed to him by providence. And, I 
believe, we are both agreed, he had 
wherewithal to be rcafonably and fully 
contented upon that head; eipecially as 
intellectual bleflings are thofe in which 
moft men think their own portion ex- 
ceeds tiieir neighbours. And yet they 
are, at the fame time, the bleflings in 
which the avarice of endlefs acquifi- 
tions feems moft pardonable; and the 
envy of rivals in fame, leaft fo. Bccaufe, 
if I make my rival my friend by good 
offices, I fhare in his acquifitions as vfdl 
as my own. There is a community in 
flriendfhip, and a true friend is allowed 
to be a fecond felf. 

This feems to have been Swift's 
principle: for it is evident, that he al- 
ways lived with, and loved the people 
of talents moft congenial to his own. 
And went fo far as to confider their 
merits, in the light of a kind of pro* 
perty of his own. 
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It clearly appears from one of his own 
Letters, quoted by your Lord£bip, that 
he considered his friends as a bank, from 
ythxlh (hough he never touched the prin- 
cipal, yet he received annual inters^. 

The. truth is, he loved merit of every 
ldnd> cultivated, diftinguiflied, and did 
it all the honour he could, wherever he 
found it. 

Ambition it muft be , owned, he had : 
but tt was always diredted t? pubKc 
and ufi&UUh ends, Aijud he managed it 
fc, that this infirmity (if it may be 
called one) as that of avarice, was in 
him produdtive of good. 

. He? ofafi owned, that he once had 
tft aiqbi&yi to excel in his profeflion, as 
a prfaqh^r. And his penitence, tlpai he 
had snot attained to that excellence { for he 
never mentioned it without a #gh) may, 
I think, be juftly numbered amwg tht 
rodlitudes, and good difpolitions cf his 
fceart. 

His 
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His projcCt for Ac advancement of 
religion, plainly proves that he once had , 
no lfefe an ambition, than that of reforming 
the whole realm of England. 

I feem to make k a doubt in a pre- 
ceding paragraph, whether this might be 
called an infirmity. I am now dear 
that it ought not: but that it is io truth, 
a noble inftindt infpired into the human 
breaft for noble purpofesj and when ap- 
plied to its true end, the higheft honour 
of virtue. 

» The only low ambition he ever 
could be changed with. (that. I know 
-of) was that which di&ated the motto 
to his arms, Cm megnis viodjjb. With 
regard to every thing elfe that Was prtufb- 
worthy, I perfectly agree with your 
Lordfliip. That bis pride, his jpirit, or 
bis afnbithn> call it by what name you 
pleafe, was boundlefs. 

Having mentioned Swift*s proje& 
far the advancement pf religion, give 

mo 
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me leave to aflure you, that I never 
found myfelf more at a lofs than I am 
at this minute how to exprefs, not only 
my higheft approbation, but alfo my 
higheft cfteem and praife of that work. 
The genuine offspring of a heart im- 
preffed wkh a moft feripus love and 
concern for die true intereft of true re- 
ligion and virtue. 

By true religion, your Lordfhip wiU 
eafily apprehend, that I can mean none 
*but the chriftian. And it is plain that 
Swift alfo could mean no other, when 
he fhews, his great concern for the doc- 
trine of the trinity, the divinity of Chrift, 
and the % immortality of the foul: fo li~ 
centioufly infulted at that time, and from 
that time to this. 

His great fcheme in that projedt is to 
make the profeflion of true piety, and 
the pradtiie of virtue, die only means 
of preferment, and honour, at court 5 and 
his arguments for doing fo, are many, 
^ noble 
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noble, and unanfwerable ; let me be aU 
lowed to mention one. 

" If things were once in this tram, 
V that is, if -virtue and religion were 
" eftaMiflxed as the neceflky tides to re- 
futation and preferment, and if vice 
" and infidelity were not only loaden 
" with infamy, but made the infallible 
" ruin of all mens pretentions ; our duty, 
<c by becoming our intereft, would take 
cc root in our natures, and mix with 
c< the very genius of our people 5 fo that 
<c it would not be eafy for the example 
€C of one wicked Prince to bring us back 
" to our former corruptions." 

To me, my Lord, the ftyle of this 
paragraph, and indeed of the whole pro* 
je&, is as diftinguiflied as die piety and 
good fenfe that reigns throughout. 

One thing relating to this projeft for 
the advancement of religion, is too re- 
markably for Swift'9 honour to be 
omitted in thefe obfervations; it is this. 

The 
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The bitter rebuke with which he la&es 
the irreligious, and fcandalous negligence 
of the Englijh nation, in not providing 
fit places for the people, therein to attend 
the public worfliip of God; rotried the 
Englijh Biftiops from the lethargy by 
which they feemed to be ftupified upon 
that iiead ; and fet them upon fearching 
out for a fund for building fifty new 
Churches in London-, which was done 
accordingly. 

If this may not be #ridtly confidsred 
as matter of uncommon merit ki Swift, 
it mull at leaft be allowed, an event of 
high honour, and inconceivable felicity 
to him. 

All thefc rircumftances, and characters 
of his piety, rightly considered, make 
it matter of amazement, how Arch- 
Biflaop Sharp could be fo impofed upon, 
as to reprefent him to the Queen under 
the charadter of an unchrifKan man. It 

will, 
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wiH, hdwever, be fome iatisfe&ion to 
.the reader, as I doubt not it was to 
Swift (though no reparation of the 
injury) to £npw that the Archbifhop lived 
tb fepen^ of this injury done to Swift, 
expreffed great forrow for it, and defired 
his forgivenefs. 

Your Lordlhip hath made fb inany 
and ftdi judicious obforvatiow upon the 
excellency of Swj&t's ftyk, that little, 
I thkik, can be added to thei*. That 
Kctld, however, will ! hope not be deemed 
-altogether unworthy your attention* 

His own definition of^a goo#, flyle 
was this, Proper words in proper places. 

To profit by this definition, two things 
mull be carefully examined* and at- 
tended to. 

The firft is carefully to confider the 

power, -and, propriety of words. And 

the nextj, theirej^i>n4 harmony arifing 

K from 
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from their arrangement, and connexion 
with one another. 

Both thefe after long ftudy and prafticc 
were become fuch a habit in Swift, 
that it coft him little pains, or atttenion, 
to difplay tjiem in his compofition; and 
yet, after all, that which gave his ftyle 
its true and heft diftinftion was the 
clearneis and perfpicuity arifing from that 
concifenefe in his ftyle, which gives 
ohfeurity to alrnqft every other; and 
which you therefore moft properly call 
a mafterly concifenefs. I can compare it 
to nothing fo properly,- as to that charac- 
ter of a right line, which as it is the 
plaineft, (impleft, and eafieft to be compre- 
hended by the eye, is, at die feme time, 
the fhorteft that can be drawn between 
any two points. 

Let me illuftrate this by two Aort 
examples from the projeft for the ad- 
vancement, &c. Speaking of the t^een's 
(Queen Anne) feveral virtues he adds, 1 
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<toberein without qutfiitm or jktUry, fa 
bath no fuperior. 

And again—— how would it brrghtin 
her charafter to the prefent and after ages 
if /he would exert her utmojl authority to 
injiill fotne jhare of thofe t virtues into her 
people, which they qre too degenerate to 
team, only from her example. 

The man that attempts, either tb con- 
trad thefe pai^graph^ or make theni 
dearer, or more correct; will quickly 
fubfcribe to your judgment of Swift's 
ftyle. 

As his ityle was evidently formed upon 
the plan of the beft latin writers* I can- 
not tell how to account for its being any 
way defective in. his writing latin, as your 
lordftiip charges it to, be. And I muft 
frankly own, th^t in. my judgment, his 
jnonumental inscription to the memory of 
Duke Schomherg (or rather to the reproach 
of his heirs) will ever remain a juft ex- 
ception to Jro&r cenfure, 

T I 
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I appeal to the world, and to the inferfp- 
tion ; and to Swift's account of it, 
which is as follows. 

J^n epitaph by Do&or Swift to 
the memory of Frederick Duke of 
Scbombirg,\vfho was unhappily killed in 
crofling the river Bcyne, on the lit of 
July 1690, and was buried in St. Pa- 
trick's Ctithedr^i where the B«fl and 
chapter c*e$ed ,a finoU naonunacnt to his 
honour at their owa/cxpence. 

Uic infra fitum eji corpus Frederick 
6ucis 
4 • JDrSchombei^ 
ad Bubindam occifi % A. D. 1690. 
Decants, et CapiTulum maximopere 
* etiam * 

atque etidm petierunt, 
* XJt Heredes Dtrcis monumenfum 
it memmam Parentis erigendum curarent 
* Std pojhptam per epiftolas, per am cos, 
diuac feepe orando, nil profectre\ 

: ■ • Ebni 
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Hunc demum lapidem ipfi ftatuerunt % 
* Saltern ut Jews, bofpes, 
Ubinm terrarum Schonbergensis cineres 
delittfcunt. 
Plus potuii fama virtutis apud alienos 
%yam fanguinis proximitas apudfws* 
A. D. 1731. 

I £hall only add* that the author of this 
Letter had the felicity to prevail upon the 
Dean to leave out that fentence mentioned 
in this note, with fome other fatiric 
feverities. 

* The words that Do&or Swift firft concluded 
the epitaph with were ftill ftronger; namely, Sal- 
tern ut fciat viator i*dignabundus y qvali in celwa. tanti 
duff oris cineris dditefcunt. For the author was always 
heard to fpeak with great reverence of the memory 
of that brave Duke ; as well as his glorious Matter* 
King William : and indeed of all others, who 
have ftruggled for the liberties of thefe kingdoms 
againft the repeated attempts of arbitrary power. 
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LETTER XX. 
MvLord, 

I Have already faid fo much upon 
Swift's projedt for the advancement 
of religion, that I heartily wi(h (as much 
*s the reader may) that I had nothing 
more to fay about it. And yet the cha- 
racter I have taken upon me, of a candid 
pbferver upon your Rcmarjts on his Life 
and Writings, will not fuffcr me to give it 
entirely over, without taking fome notice 
qf your Remarks, p. 96. which I am fatis- 
fied all Swift's friends would confidcr 
as a moil feverc cenfure, even from the 
pen of an enemy. 

You tell us, <That he appears in earneji 
throughout the whole treatife ; but as the pam- 
phlet is vf the fatirical kind, I am apt to 
imagine that my friend, the Dean, put a 

violence 
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violence upon himfelf, in chufing to appear 
Candidly Jerious> rather than to laugh jitently 
under his ufual majque of gravity. — Arid 
you add, your reafon. For, metbinhy 
upon tbefe occafions, I perceive him writing 
injhackles. 

My Lord, I don't pretend' to the pe- 
netration of many others, I thank God 
I have it not * 

Di bene fecerunt inopis me quodque fufilB 
: * FfaxtruTtijttthfa-T 

On me a Jimple unfufpeSling mind 
We gods beJlowd f I thank them, fbey 
. were kind. 

I aflure you, my Lord, that if I had 
had the honour of being concerned iii 
forming the chsra&er, -and enfigris of the 
goddefs of wifdom among the ancients j 
t£ie bafililk fhould not have been in the 
number of her emblems. I fhould have 
been contented to have furnifhed her with 
eyes that could pierce without poifoning, 
T 3 To 
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To deal candidly with you, «y Lord, 
.1 imagine yoa have htdj been convttrfant 
wkh &me four criticks, whole fatiric 
j&gacity would warp you from your good- 
nature. 

. My Lord, your eyes are too good to 
need the aid of critick-ipe&adcs : which, 
at the fame time that they ihaipen the 

fight, too often impair the organs. 

* 

It mull be ownedf that Swift hath 
written as ferioufly upon other fubje&s as 
any other man. Is religion then the only 
ferious fubjeft on which he only feems 
to be ferious? if this be not charging 
him with the worft kind of that hypo- 
crify which he detefted above all other 
vices in the world (which I will not 
Relieve could be your intention) yet it is 
Something fo very like it, that few eyes 
will, I fear, be iharp-fighted enough to 
dUtinguUh them. 

Befides, 
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Betides, my Lord; vtith gittt fubtaif- 
fton, this difcourfe is not properly of the 
Satirical kind. It is calculated for much 
higher, and noWer ends j the*eformatipn 
of a gre#r court, and nation I Aom the 
moft fcrious, rational, and chriftian mo- 
tives. And it is certain that farce any 
writing can be calculated for' the amend- 
ment of mankind, without fbxne mixture, 
or at leaft, fome appearance of &ttfe npojr. 
their vices. 

. My Lord, I know nothing more , dan- 
gerous than indulging furmifes to any 
man's duadvantag^j whkh are not founded 
upon fiifficient evidence. 

You, my Lord, take occafion from 
Swift's fermoh upon the Trinity, to 
enveigh againft the -pradtice of placing 
eternal damnation before the eyes of 
mankind, in difcourles upon abftrufe 
points of religion. Could I reasonably 
infer from thence, that you were for 
leffenjng the fcncnons intended to fccure 
T 4 obedi- 
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obedience to the Chriftian precepts? God 
forbid. My Lord, you well know the 
ftn&iohs cannot be too ftrong, or too well 
guarded i fince ftrong as they are, they are 
yet found inefficient* And it is evident 
that if they were lefs awful, and impor- 
tant, they would be altogether infignifi- 
cant. And yet, my Lord, fuch a furmife 
in me, : tho* by no means fufficiendy 
grounded, would, with great fuJ>miffion, 
be much more juftlfiafclc than yours of 
Swift's in the point before us, 

• 'My Lord, I fully purpofed to have con- 
cluded my remarks on Swift's project 
for the advihfcement of ^ religion, with my : 
laft obfervation upon y&ir critidfm now 
mentioned; but b^ing, obliged to rtodfe 
that treatiie with care, in order to be fully 
fatisfiy, ^that my obfqr^tions on .that 
point wefe^ juft, I fpund . I had omitted 
one of the fiheft obfervations in the whole 
work. AncLone of the noblcft. motives 
that could be urged to a* court, to engage 
them in the execution of Jiis fcheme. 

After 
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After he hath reafoned upon the high 
duty and great importance of executing 
the laws againft immorality, and irreligion, 
he adds as follows. 

" Nor could the majefty of the Englijb 
c< crown appear, upon any occafion, in 
*' a greater luftre, either >to foreigners or 
u fubje&s, than by an adminiftration, 
° which producing fuch good effofts, 
€ * would difcover fo much power. And, 
" power being the natural , appetite of 
u princes i a limited monarch cannot fo 
" well gratify it in any point, as a ftrift 
€t execution of the, laws " 

How amiable and admirable would that 
prince be, who governed himfelf and his 
people by this principle, and fteadily pur- 
fced this plan! the only danger would 
be, that by doing fo he would quickly 
become fo much loved, and honour- 
ed by his people, as eafily to arife to 
tn abfolute power over thpir wills and 

affec- 
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afft&kms: which might be devolved upon 
fucceffors lefc defcrvingr 

Swift hints upon the ufefalnefs of 
another infHtutkm in that preyed, the efta- 
Uitiiing of a cenfor here, as anciently 
at Rome. An employment to which (if 
it took place) he himfelf, of all mankind, 
ihould be 6rft raifed. 

» * 

What he might do in fiich an employ- 
ment, will beft be eftimated by whit he 
did without it And it is certain, that he 
kept the whole kingdom of Ireland, in a 
great meafore, in awe of him. By which 
I am well fatisfied, many wicked jobs 
were prevented, which had oth^rwifc 
been perpetrated, without fliame or fear* 
And many more would have been pre- 
vented, were he admitted a member of 
fcveral public boards, where his talents and 
his authority could be fully exerted to their 
true ends. But, I fear it is but too true, 
that he was (as I have been well aflured) 
excluded from them, for that very reafon. 

He 
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He was to the Bafliaws, and petty 
Tyrants of Ireland, what Peter An* 
retine is faid to have been to die 
greateft princes of Europe in his time, 
a watchful centinel, and ftrong check 
Upon their fauhs and follies. 

The great difiefeace would fee, that 
it were impoffible to keep Swift from 
publishing and branding their vanities and 
vilknies to the world: as Arretinb 
often was. 

His attention to the intereft of his foe* 
jcefibrs in die Deanery of St Patrick's, 
and in his parifhof Laraar (both ftmnded 
«pon his concern for the true intereft 
of religion) appear very clearly, and folly, 
from his Jaft will; and set indeed very 
remarkable. 

His garden called the Vineyard, near 
the Deanery Houfe, he direds fliould be 
fold: yet plainly hints, that it was his 

in- 
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intention and defire that it /houid always 
t>e coatiaucd in the hands of die fuc- 
ceeding Deans* Each Dean lqflcaing one 
fourth part of the purchafe to each focceed*- 
ingDean, and paying no mote than the 
prefent Rent. And whefeas his improver 
ment there h?d coft him fix hundred 
pounds, it was manifeftly his wifli that 
hi& fucceflbrs might have the benefit' of 
diem lor three hundred, ' 

To his fucceflbrs the Vicars of La T 
racor* for the time being, he bequeathes 
the tythes of the parifli of Effernock 
(which coft him two hundred and tfxty 
pound*) as long as the prefent epifcopal 
religion, (hall continue idiabltfhed ;in that 
kingdom^ but after that ceafes, 1 to die 
poof of. tfye faid parifli^ while chtiftianity 
is , tolerated among ; us .under any ihape j 
ftill excepting profeflcd jews, aflieifts, 
and infidels. 

. This article needs /no cpmment or 
^ommendatioov / • - 'I' 

Al- 
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Although he did not continue long 
at Laracor, he unproved the houfe, and 
cultivated the little fcene and glebe about it* 
as far as it fhould be improved fo make 
it a proper receptable for his fucceflbrs : 
although' no return of that expence 
could accrue to his executors on that 
account; no law being thai made for 
the encouragement of fucH improve- 
ments. 

The garden he made very pretty: en- 
larged the current, and fmoothed die 
bank? of a final! ftream that bounded it; 
where he had, what he called, . his Mar- 
line ripa, that is a pretty walk winding 
with the water : from whence I appre- 
hend he copied that part of hi§ wifli 
in his imitation of Horace, Lib. a. 
Sat, 6. 

A handjbme boufe to lodge a friend; 
*" yf river at my garden's end} * . 
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A terrafs-wali, and half a rood 
Of land* Jet out implant a wood* 

The mention of this half rood puts me 
m mind of a remarkable incident which 
befel Swift. 

He planted z piece of ground of abottf 
that fize (about half a rood) near hi* 
boufe^ with rery fine elms* where they 
continued to flourifh for many years; till 
die proprietor of the ground (for un- 
happily it proved no part of Swift's 
glebe) found h for his convenient/ to 
remove them, which he did accordingly? 
fo Swift's unfpeakable mortification. 

Had the prefent honourable owner of 
the ground been then in pofleffion of it, 
I am ftrongly perfuaded that Sjrtift 
would have found kinder treatment at 
his hands. 

But to bring back this defidtory narra- 
tion to fomcthing more interrefting jn the 
conduct and character of Swift* 

His 
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Hi$ moft obnoxious quality, at leaft 
that which moft cxpofcd him to cenfure, 
was his litter ncglcft of thofc appearances 
of religion, which he often fufpe&e<l 
in others, and apprehended might be 
iWpe&ed in himfelf, ofhypocrify. 

Here it muft be owned, he was too mi* 
guarded ; not fufRcieotly confidering dot 
it was much worfe to be fufpe£bed of 
infidelity than hypocrify; and that the 
minifters of Chrift Ihould be much left 
fufpefted ia that point than the wife of 

CAESAR. 

This wrong judgment expofed him to 
all the cenfure he underwent on die 
fcotc both «f Mrs. Johnston, and Van* 
essaj of which 1 have already faid 
perhaps more thah enough ; yet I cannot 

forbear adding, that the conclufion of 
his conduft towards the former,' was as 
fingularly remarkable as any other part 
tait. 

He 
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He fu&red her to diipofe entirely of 
her own fortune at her death, and by her 
own name; and that to a raoft public 
and chriftian charity. Perhaps upon this 
principle, that as (he had gained no ho- 
nour by being his wife, he thought it 
but juftice that (he fliould lofe no property 
or merit of charity by it* 

To fum up all — he lived long an ho- 
nour to the powers of the human mind: 
and died (as he had lived for fomc few 
later years) a fad monument of the infir- 
mities incident to it in ttiis houfe of clay: 
and a melancholly mortifying memento to 
the vanity of the pride of parts. His little 
power ?md. fortune, whilft Jie enjoyed 
them, were in miniature, a rcfemblance 
of that great tree which /hadowed out the 
grandeur, might, magnificence and muni- 
ficence of Nebuchadnezzar: it pro-* 
tested, as far as it could, all thofe that se« 
forted to it for fliade and fhelter: and iup- 
ported thofe that fled to it, for relief and 

fufte- 
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fufterianccj aftd this was cut dowil as 
that was, when God bad purpofed *to Jlain 
the pride of all glory. 

My Lord, when you cohfider Swift's 
Angular, peculiar, and moft variegated 
vein of wit, always rightly intended (al- 
though not always lb righdy diredted) 
delightful in many inftancfes, and falutary, 
even where it is moft o#eiifive; when you 
confider his ftri& truth, his fortitude in 
refilling oppreflion, and arbitrary power ; 
his fidelity in friendlhip; his fincere love 
and zeal for religion j his uprightnefs in 
making right refolutions, and his fteadinelS 
In adhering to them: his care of his 
church, , its choir, its oeconomy, and its 
income: his attention to all thofe {hat 
preached in his cathedral, in order to their 
amendment in pronunciation and ftyle; as 
alio his remarkable attention to the intereft 
of his liiccelTors, preferably to his own 
prefent emoluments; hi? invincible patrio- 
tifm, even to a country which he did not 
loves his very various, well devifed, well 
tl judged, 
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judged, and cxtenfive charities, through- 
out his life ; and his whole fortune (to 
lay nothing of his wife's) conveyed tp 
the fame chriftian purpofes at his death: 
charities from which he could enjoy 
no honour, advantage, or fa&faftion of 
any kind, in this world. 

When you confider his ironical and 
humorous, as wel) as his ferious fcheme* 
for the promotion of true religion and 
virtue; his fuccefs in folliciting for the 
firft fruits and twentieths, to the unfpeak- 
ahle benefit of the cftabliflied church 
of Ireland*, and his felicity (to rate it 
no higher) i|i giving occafion to the build- 
ing of fifty new churches in London. 

All this confidered, the chara&er of 
his life will appear like that of his writings; 
they will both bear to be re-confidered and 
re-exaqadned with the utmoft attention; 
and will always difcover new beauties 
and excellencies, upon every examination. 

They 
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They will bear to be confidered as 
the fun, in which the brightnefs will 
hide the bkmi(hes> and whenever petulant 
ignorance, pride, malice, malignity, or 
envy interpofes, to cloud, or fully his 
fame, I will take upon the to pronounce, 
"that the eclipfe will not laft long. 

To conclude, — -no man ever deferved 
better of any country than Swift did of 
his. A fteady," perfevering, inflexible 
friend; a wife, a watchful, and a faithful 
counfellor under many fevere trials, and 
bitter perfecutions, to the manifeft hazard, 
both of his liberty and fortune ! 

He lived a bleffing, he died a benefac- 
tor, and his name will ever live an ho- 
nour to Ireland* 
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TWO 

Original Pieces 
by 

Dr. SWIFT 

viz. 

A Treatise on Good-Manners and 
Good-Breeding: 

AND, 

Verses to a friend who bad been much abufed 
in many inveterate Libels. 
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O N 

GOO D-M A N N E R S 



AND 



GOO D-B REEDING. 
OOD-Manners is the Art of 



whom we converfc. 
Whoever makes the feweft perfons 



As the beft law is founded upon reafon, 
fo are the beft manners. And as fome 
lawyers have introduced unreafonable 
things into common law; fo like wife 
many teachers hive introduced abfurd 
things into common good-manners. 




uneafy is the beft bred in the company. 
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One principal point of this art is to 
fuit our behaviour to the three feveral 
degrees of men; our fuperiors, our 
equate, and thofc below us. 

For inftance, to prefe cither of the 
two former to eat or drink is a breach 
of manners; but a farmer or a trades- 
man rouft thus treated, or elfe it wilt 
be difficult to perfuade them that they 
arc welcome. 

Pride, ilknature, and want of fenfe, 
are the three great fburces of ill-man-? 
ners; without fbme one of thefe defedte, 
no man will behave himfelf ill for want 
of experience j or of what, in the lan* 
guage of fools, is called^ knowing ihe 
world. 

I defy ^hy one to aiflign an incident 
wherein reafon will not direft us what 
we are to fay or to do in company, if 
we $re not milled by pride or ill-nature, 

There- 
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Therefore I infift that good fenfe is the 
principal foundation of good manners: 
but becaufe the former is a gift which 
very few among mankind are poffeflcd 
of, therefore all the civilized nations 
of the world have agreed upon fixing 
fome rules for cisjmmon behaviour, beft 
fuited to their general cuftoms, or fancies, 
as a kind of artificial good fenfe to fup- 
ply. the defe&s of reafon. Without which, 
the gentlemenly part of dunces would 
be perpetually at cuffs, as they feldom fail 
when they happen to be drunk, or en- 
gaged in fquabbles about women, or play. 
And, God be thanked, there hardly hap- 
pens a duel in a year, which may not 
be imputed to one of thofe three motives. 
Upon which account, I fliould be exceed- 
ingly forry to fijid the legiflature make 
any new laws againft the pradfice of 
duelling ; becaufe the methods are eafy, 
and many, for a wife man to avoid a 
quarrel with honour, or engage in it 

with 
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with innocence. And I can difcover no 
political evil in fuffcring bullies, fliarpers, 
and rakes, to rid the world of each other 
by a method of their own ; where the 
law hath not been able to find an ex* 
pedient. 

As the common forms of good-man- 
ners were intended for regulating the 
conduct of thofe who have weak under- 
lbndings ; fo they have been corrupted 
by the perforts for whofe ufe they were 
contrived. For thefe people have fallen 
into a needlefs and cndlcfe way of mul- 
tiplying ceremonies, which have been 
extremely troublefom to thofe who 
pra&ife them; and infupportable to 
every body elfe: infomuch th« wile 
men are often more uneafy at the over 
tivility of thefe refiners, than they could 
poflibly be in the conventions, of pea- 
iants or mechanicks. 

The impertinencies of this ceremonial 
behaviour are no where better feen than 

at 
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at thofe tables, where ladies prefidej. 
who value themfelves upon account of 
their good-breeding j where a man muft 
reckon upon paffing an hour without 
doing any one thing he has a mind to $ 
unlefi he Will be fo hardy to break tho-, 
rough all the fettled decorum of the fa- 
mily. She determines what he love* 
beft, and how much he (hall eat ; and 
if the mafter of the houfe happens to 
be of the fame difpofition, he proceeds 
in thfe fame tyrannical manner to pre- 
feribe in the drinking part t at the fcmfc 
time, you are under the neceffity of an* 
fwerihg a thoufand apologies for your 
entertainment. And although a good 
deal of 'this burnout is pretty well worn 
of among many people of the beft 
fafhion, yet too much of it ftill re- 
mains, ifcfpedally in the Country. Where 
ah honeft gentleman affured ttie, that 
having been kept four day's, againft his 
wilt, # a friends houfe, With All the cir- 
cumftarice* of hkuttg his t>ooJ$> locking 

up 
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up the {table, and other contrivances of 
the like nature; he could not remember 
from the moment he came into the houfe, 
to the moment he left it, any one 
thing, wherein his inclination was not 
diredly contradicted: as if the whole 
family had ehtcred into a combination to 
torment him. 

But beficfes all this, it would be endlefs 
to recount the many foqiifh and ridiculpus 
accidents I have obferved among thefe 
unfortunate profdytes to ceremony. I 
have fcen a dutchefs fairly knock'd down 
by the precipitancy of an officious cox- 
comb, running ta fave her die trouble 
of opening a door. I remember, upon, 
a birth-day, at court, a great Lady was 
utterly defperate by a difh of fauce let 
fall by a page diredtly upon her head- 
drefs, and brocade; while fhe gave a 
fudden turn to her elbow upon fome 
point of ceremony with the perfon who, 
fet next her. Monfieur Buys, the Dutch . 

En- 
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Envoy, whofe politicks and manners 
were much of a fize, brought a ion 
with kim, about thirteen years old, to a 
great table at court. The boy, and 
his father, whatever they put on their , 
plates, they firft offered round in order, 
to every perfon in the company; fo that 
we could not get a minute's quiet 
during the whole dinner. At laft, their 
two plates happened to encounter, and 
with fo much violence, that being china, 
they broke in twenty pieces; apd 
ftaincd half the company with wet fweet 
meats and cream. 

There is a pedantry in manners, as in 
all arts and fciences; and fometimes 
in trades. Pedantry is properly the over- 
rating any kind of knowledge we pre- 
tend to. And if that kind of know- 
ledge be a trifle in itfelf, the pedantry 
is the greater. For which reafon, 
I look upon fidlers, dancihg-mafters, 
heralds, matters of the ceremony, &c. to 
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be greater pedants, than Lmius, or tic 
«Mer ScAUOER. With thefe kind of pe- 
.dants, the court, while I knew it, was 
alwayt plentifully ftocked : I mean front 
the gentlcman-ulheT (at leaft) inclufive, 
.downward to the gentleman- porter: 
who are generally fpeaking, the moft 
infignincant race of people, that this 
jfland can afford, and with the finalleft 
tincture of good-manners ; , which is the 
only trade they proftfs. For being wholly 
illiterate, and converting chiefly with each 
other, they reduce the whole fyftem of 
breeding within the forms and circlet 
of their feveral offices: and as they are 
below the notice of minitfers, they live 
and die in court under all revolutions, 
with great obfcqujoiuneis to thpfe who 
are in any degree of favour or credit;: 
and with rudenefs or infolence to every 
body efle. From whence I have long 
concluded, that goodHmaoner* are no* 
a plant of the court growth : for if they 
were, thofe people who have understand- 
ing* 
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irtgs dir*£tty of a fevel for fuch aeqeiw* 
roeqts, md who haw fervcd fueh long 
appr$nt|fhip$ to nothing elfe, would cerw 
t*unly have picked them up. For as to 
the great officers who attend the prince's 
perfofl or councils, or prefide in his fa- 
mily, they are a tranfient body, who 
have qo better a title to good-manners, 
than their neighbours, nor will proba- 
bly have recourfe to gentlemcn-u&era 
for inftruftion. Sq that I know Uttlo 
to be learnt at court upon this head, ex-* 
cept in the material circumftance of 
drefs; wherein the authority of the 
maids of honour muft indeed be allowed, 
to be almoft equal to that of a favourite 
a&refs. 

I remember a paffage my Lord Bo- 
UNOBROKE told me, that going to 
receive Prince Euqene of Sawy at his 
landing, in order to conduct him im- 
mediately to the Queen ; the Prince faid, 
he was much concerned that he could not 

fee 
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fee her Majcfly that night j for Monficur 
Hoftman (who was then by) had at 
fured his highneft, that he could not be 
admitted into her prefence with a tied- 
up periwig: that his equipage was not 
arrived, and that he had endeavoured in 
vain to borrow a long one among all his 
valets and pages. My Lord turned the 
matter to a jeft, and brought the Prince 
to her Majefty : for which he was highly 
cenfurcd by the whole tribe of gentle- 
men-ufhers : among whom Monfieur 
Hoftman, an old dull rcfidcnt of the 
Emperor's, had picked up this material , 
point of ceremony j and which, I believe, 
was the beft leflbn he had learned in 
five and twenty years refidence. 

I make a difference between good- 
manners, and good-breeding ; although 
in order to vary my expreffion, I am 
lometimes forced to confound them. 
By the firft, I only underftand the art 
of remembring, and applying certain 

fettled 
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fettled forms of general behaviour. But 
good-breeding is of a much larger ex- 
tent; for befides, an uncommon degree 
of litterature fufficient to qualify a gentle- 
man for reading a play, or a political 
pamphlet, it takes in a great compafs of 
knowledge y no lefs than that of dancing, 
fighting, gameing making the circle of 
Italy, riding the great horfe, and fpeak- 
ing French; not to mention fome other 
fecondary, or fubaltern accomplifliments, 
which are more eafily acquired : fo that 
the difference between good-breeding, 
and good-manners, lies in this; that 
the former cannot be attained to by the 
bell underftandings, without ftudy and 
labour: whereas a tolerable degree of 
reafon will inftrud us in every part of 
good-manners, without other affiftance. 

I can think of nothing mojpe ufeful 
-upon this fubje£t, than to point out fome 
particulars, wherein the very effentials 
of good-manners are conefffned, the neg- 

j X ' left 
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left or perverting of whic^ doth V&J 
much difturb the geod commerce of th* 
world j by introducing a traffic of mu- 
tual uneafinels in mtoll companies^ 

FirA, a neceflary part of good-manners, 
is a punctual obfervance of time at our 
own dwellings,' or thefe of others, or at 
third places j whether upon matter of civi- 
lity, bufinefs, or diverfion j which rule, thrf 
h be a plain diftate of common reafon k 
yet the greateft minifter I ever knew, 
was the greateft trefpaffer againft itj by 
which all his bufinefs doubled upon him, 
and placed him in a continual arrear. 
Upon which I often ufed to wily him, 
as deficient in point of good-manner* 
I have known more than one ambaffador, 
and fecretary of ft** with a very mode- 
rate portion of intellectuals, execute their 
offices with jjOdd Siceefe M *fc>laufe 
hy me mere force of and 
4irity. If yd* d^ obftrve 
*c ftrtice oF ***», * <M* 

obli* 
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obligation; if upon your own »ccount, 
it wo^ld bp manifrft felly* as mU « 
ingratitude, to negleQ: it, If both m 
concerned, to make your equfd or infe- 
rior ttffcnfi on you, to his own difad? 
wntege, is pride and injuftice. 

Ignoranqe of forms* cannot propprly 
t>e ftil?d ill-manners 5 b^caufe forms are 
fulgedt to frequent changes ; apd confe- 
quendy, being not founded upon reafon, 
are beneath wife plan's regard. Befides, 
they* vary in every country; and after 
a fliort period of time, very frequendy 
in the fame. So that a man who tra- 
vels muft needs be at firft a ftranger 
to them in every court, through which ( 
he pafles. And perhaps at his return, 
as much a ftranger in his own ; and after 
all, they are eafier to be remembered, 
or forgotten, than faces, or names. 

Indeed among the many impertinencies 
that fuperficial young men bring with 
X 2 them 
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them from abroad, this bigotry of forms 
is one of the principal, and more promi- 
nent than the reft* Who look upon 
them, not only as if they were matters 
capable of admitting of choice, but even 
as points of importance, and therefore 
zealous upon all occafions to introduce, 
and propagate the new forms and 
fafhions they have brought back with 
them. So that usually fpeaking, the 
worft bred perfon in the company, is a 
young traveller jufl; returned from abrpad. 
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To a Fr iend who had been much 
abufed in many inveterate Libels. 

THE greateft monarch may be 
fobb'd by night, 
And fortune help the murd'rer in his 
flight; 

The vileft Ruffian may commit a rape. 
Yet fafe from injured innocence 
efcapc : 

And calumny, by working under ground, 
Can, unreveng'd, the greateft merit 
wound. 

What's to be done? ihall wit and 

learning chufe, 
To live obfcure, and have no fame 
tolofc? 

By 
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By cenfure frighted out of honour s 
road, 

Nor dm to the giftt by heav'a 

beftov/d; 
Or fearlefi enter in thro* virtue's gate, 
And buy diftin&ion at the deareft rate. 



F I N I X 
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